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THE PREFACE 


THAT the doarine of Original Sin, is one 
of the fundamental truths of our Chriſtian 


profeſſion, hath been always owned in the 
church of God. And an eſpecial part it is 


of that peculiar profeſſion of truth, which they 


enjoy whoſe religion towards God is built 


upon, and reſolved into, Divine Revelation. 
As the. world, by its wiſdom, never knew God 


aright, ſo the wiſe men of it were always 
utterly ignorant of this inbred evil in them- 
ſelves and others. With us, the doftrine and 
conviction of it, lie in the very foundation of 


all wherein we Fave to do with God, in refer- 


ence unto our pleaſing of him here, or ob- 
taining the enjoyment of him hereafter. It 


is alſo known, what influence it hath into the 
great truths concerning the Perſon of Chriſt, 
his mediation, the fruits and effects of it, 
with all the benefits that we are made partak- 
ers of thereby. Without a ſuppoſition of 
it, not any of them can be truly known, or ſay- 
ingly believed. For this cauſe hath it been 


vi THE PREFACE. 


largely tivnred of by many holy and learned 
men, both of old and of latter days. Some 
have laboured in the diſcovery of its nature, 
ſome of its guilt and demerit; by whom allo 
the truth concerning 1t, hath been vindicated 
from the oppoſition made unto it, in the paſt 
and preſent ages. By moſt, theſe things have 
been confidered in their full extent and lati- 
tude, with reſpect unto all men by nature, 


with the eſtate and condition of them who 


are wholly under the power and guilt of it. 


How, thereby, 1 men are dilenabled and incapa- 
citated in themſelves, to anſwer the obedience _ 


required, either in the law, or the goſpel, ſo 
as to free themſelves from the curſe of the 
one, or to make themſelves partakers of the 


bleſſing of the other, hath been, by many, 
_ alſo fully evinced. Moreover, that there are 


remainders of it abiding in believers, after 


their regeneration and converſion to God, 
as the ſcripture abundantly teſtifies, ſo it hath 


been fully taught and confirmed; as alſo how 


the guilt of it is pardoned unto them, and by 


what means the power of it is weakened in 
them. All theſe things, I ſay,” have been 
largely treated on, to the great benefit and 
edification of the church. In what we. have 
now in deſign, we therefore take them all for 
granted, and endeavour only farther to carry 
on the diſcovery of it, in its actings and op- 


poſitions to the law and grace of God in be- 


lievers. Neither do I intend the diſcuſſing af 
any thing that hath been controverted about 
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it. What the ſcripture plainly revealeth, and 
teacheth concerning it, what (believers evi- 
dently find by experience in themſelves, what 
they may learn from the examples and ac- 
knowledgments of others, ſhall bo repreſent- 
ed, in a way ſuited unto the capacity of the 
meaneſt and weakeſt, who is concerned there- 
in. And many things ſeem to render the 
handling of it, at this ſeaſon, not unneceſſary. 
The effetts and fruits of it, which we lee, in 
the apoſtaſies and backllidings of many, the 
ſcandalous ſins and miſcarriages of ſome, and 
the courſe and lives of the moſt, ſeem to call 


for a due conſideration of it. Beſides, of how _ 


great concernment, a full and clear acquaint- 
ance with the power of this Indwelling-ſin 
(the matter deſigned to be opened) is unto 
believers, to ſtir them up to watchfulneſs and 
diligence, to faith and prayer, to call them to 
repentance, humility, and ſelf-abaſement, will 
appear in our progreſs. Theſe, in general, : 
were the ends aimed at in the enſuing diſ- 
_ courſe; which being at firſt compoſed and de- 
livered for the uſe and benefit of a few, is now, 
by the providence of God, made public. And 
if the reader receive any advantage by theſe 


| weak: endeavours, let him know that it is his 


duty, as to give glory unto God, ſo to help 
them by his rayers, who, in many tempta- 
tions and afflictions, are willing to labour in 
the vineyard of the Lord, unto bien Vork | 
they are: called. 


the rifing generation. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


TO THE FORMER EDITIONS. 
— 


THE religious world has long been acquainted with 


the character and writings of the reverend and learned Dr. 
JohN Owex, the author of the following treatiſe on In- 


dwelling-fin, and therefore any recommendation from us of 
the works of that great man, may be altogether unneceſſary; 


but nevertheleſs, as the Publiſher has deſired this at our 


hands, we take the liberty of giving this public atteſtation 
of our value for the above-mentioned treatiſe, and that we 
eſteem it highly worthy of the peruſal of all chriſtians : at 
the ſame time, uniting, in our earneſt prayers that, as it has 


been long of eminent ſervice to the church of Gop, it may 
ſtill be rendered more extenſively uſeſul, eſpecially among 


SAMUEL STENNETT, D. D. 
JOHN. STAFFQRD.. _ 
ABRAHAM..BOOTH. 
BENJAMIN WAELIN. 
JOHN CONDER, D.D. 
JAMES WEBB. 


To the above recommendation it may not be improper 


to add the Teftimony of the late reverend and pious 
Mr JAMES HERVEY, who, in his Theron and Aſ- 
paſio, Dialogue XIV. ſpeaking of the following treatiſe, 
thus expreſſes himſelf: OS Ce 


„ The Author's pen is indeed a diſſecting knife, goes 


* deep into his ſubject, and lays open this plague of the 


% heart. Like a workman that need not be aſhamed, he 


* demonſtrates his point from the unerring word of God, 


„and the acknowledged experience of chriſtians. Like 


% a compaſſionate as well as able phyſician, he all along 


«« preſcribes the proper antidote; nay, he ſhews how the 
«« poiſon may be ſo over-ruled by divine grace, and ſo ma- 
* raged by the watchful patient, as to become medicinal, 
« ſalutary, and conducive to the moſt beneficial purpoſes,” 
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CHAP. | 


Indwelling Sin in Believers, treated of by the 
| Apoſtle, Rom. vii. 21. (The place explained), 


* is of Indwelling Sin, and that in the remainders 
1 of it in perſons after their converſion to God, with 
its power, efficacy and effects, that we intend to treat. 
This alſo is the great deſign of the apoſtle, to manifeſt 
and evince, in chap. vii, of the epiſtle to the Romans. 
Many indeed are the conteſts about the principal 

ſcope of the apoſtle in that chapter, and in what ſtate 
the perſon is, under the law, or under grace, whoſe 
condition he expreſſeth therein. I ſhall not at preſent 
enter into that diſpute, but take that for granted 
which may be undeniably proved and evinced; 
namehy, that it it the condition of a regenerate perſon, 
with reſpect unto the remaining power of indwelling 
lin, which is there propoſed, and exemplified by, and 
in, theperfon of the apoſtle himſelf. In that dif- 
ccurſe therefore of his, all the foundation be laid of 
what we have to offer upon this ſubject. Not that I 
hall proceed in an expoſition of his revelation of this 


truth, as it lies in its own contexture, but only make 


ule of what is delivered by him, as occaſion ſhall 


operations or attings ſuitable to itſelf, is a 
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offer: itſelf, i- And here Hen ocrurteth that which 


he afhrms, ver. 21. I find then a law, that when I 
would do good, evil is preſent with me.” 
There are four things obſervable in theſe words. 
Firſt, The appellation he gives unto indwelling-fin, 
whereby he expreſſeth its power and efficacy, it is a 
law. for that which he terms a law, in this verſe, 


he calls in the foregoing, ** fin that dwelleth in him.“ 


Secondly, the way whereby. he came to the 


_ diſcovery of this law, not abſolutely, and in its own 


nature, but in himſelf, he found it; I find a law.” 
Thirdly, The frame of his foul and inward man 


with this law of fin, and under its dilcovery, * he 
would do good.“ 1 ; 


Fourthly, The ſtate and activity of this /awo when the 
ſoul is in that frame, when it would do good, it is 
preſent with him.” For what ends and purpoſes we 


| ſhall ſhew afterwards. 18 e nt oi 
The firſt thing obſeryable is the appellation here 
uled by the apoſtle, he calls indwelling fin a law; It 


is a law. HE ; EE 
A law is taken either, properly, for a directive rule, 


or improperly, for an operatzve effective principle, 
which ſeems to have the force of a law. In-its firſt 


ſenſe, it is a moral rule which directs and commands, 
and ſundry ways moves and regulates the mind and 
the will, as to the things which it requires, or forbids. 
This is evidently the general nature and work of a 
law. Some things it commands, ſome things it for- 
bids, with rewards and penalties, which move and 1m- 
pel men to do the one, and avoid the other. Hence 


in a ſecondary ſenſe, an inward principle, that moves 


and inclines conſtantly unto any actions, is called a 


law. The principle that is in the nature of every. 


thing, moving and carrying it towards its own end 


and reſt, is called the /aw of nature. In this reſpect 


, 


every inward principle that inclineth and n unto 


—OUUWWW᷑᷑ ]] 


aw, S0 


IN BELIE VERS. 8 


Rom. viii. 2. The powerful and effectual working of 


the ſpirit and grace of Chriſt in the hearts of beheve 
ers, is called the © law of the ſpirit of life.“ And 
for this reaſondoth the apoſtle here call indwelling fin 
a law. It is a powerful and effectual indwelling 
principle, inclining and preſſing unto actions agreeable 
and ſuitable unto its nature. This and no other is the 
intention of the apoſtle in this expreſſion. For al- 
though that term, a lau, may ſometimes intend a flate 
and condition, and if here ſo uſed, the meaning of the 
words ſhould be, I find that this is my condition, this 
is the fate of things with me, that xi nes I would do 
good evil is preſent with me, which makes no great 
alteration in the principal intendment of the place; 
yet properly it can denote nothing here, but the chief 
ſubje@ treated of. For although the name of a law 
be variouſly uſed by the apoſtle in this chapter; yet 
when it relates unto /n, it is no where applied by 
him to the condition of the perſon, but only to ex- 
preſs - either the nature, or the power, of ſin itſelf: 
lo ver. 23, © I ſee another law in my members, 
warring againſt the law of my mind, and bringing me 
into captivity unto the law of fin which is in my 
members.” That which he here calls the /aw of hrs 
mind, from the principal ſubject and ſeat of it, is in 
itlelf no other but the“ law ot the ſpirit of life which 
is in Chriſt Jeſus, chap. vin. 2. Or the effettual 
power of the ſpirit of grace, as was ſaid. But the la, 
as applied unto /in, hath a double ſenſe; for as in the 
fir ſt place, I ſaw alawin my members, it denotes the 
being and nature of ſin; ſo in the latter,“ leading into 
captivity to the law of fin which is in my members,” it 
lignifies its power and efficacy. And both theſe are 
compriſed in the ſame name ſingly uſed, ver, 20. Now 
that Which we obſerve from this name, or term of a 
(aw attributed unto fin, is, that there is an exceeding - 
elſicacy and power in the remainder of indwelling fin 

in believers, with a conſtant working towards wi 5 
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Thus it is in believers, it is a law even in them, 


though not to them. Though its rule be broken, 
its ſtrength weakened and impaired, its root mortified, 


et it is 2 law ſtill of great force and efficacy. There 


where it is leaſt felt, it is moſt powerful. Carnal men 


in reference unto ſpiritual and moral duties, are no- 


thing but this law, they do nothing but from it, and 


by it. It is in them a ruling and prevailing princi- 
ple of all moral actions, with reference unto a ſuper. 
natural and eternal end, I ſhall not confider it in 
them in whom 1t hath moſt power, but in them in 
whom its power is chiefly diſcovered and diſcerned, 


that is in believers; in the others only in order to 


the farther conviction and manifeſtation thereof. 


Secondly, The apoſtle propoſeth the way whereby 


he diſcovered this law in himſelf, &g/mxw 4pz T5 vw, 
I find then, or therefore a law. He found it; 
it had been told him there was ſuch a law, it had 
been preached unto him. This convinced him, that 
there was a la of n. But it is one thing for a man 
to know in general, that there is a law of fin, ano- 
ther thing for a man to have an experience of the 


power of this law of {in in himſelf. It is preached 


to all; all men that own the ſcripture acknowledge 


it, as being declared therein; but they are but few 


that know it in themſelves, we ſhould elſe have more 
complaints of it than we have, and more contendings 
againſt it, and leſs fruits of it in the world. But 
this is that which the apoſtle affirms; not that the 
dofrine of it had been preached unto him, but that he 


found it by experience in himſelf.“ I find a law; I 


have experience of its power and efficacy. For a 
man to find his ſickneſs and danger thereon from its 
effects, is another thing than to hear a diſcourſe about 


a diſeaſe from its cauſes. And this experience is 
the great preſervative of all divine truths in the ſoul, 


This it is to know a thing indeed, in reality, to know 


it for ourſelves, when, as we are taught it from the 
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ually good, which is the proper ſubjett treate 
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lievers is un 
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word, ſo we find it in our ſelves. Hence we obſerve. 
Further, Believers have experience of the power 
and efficacy of indwelling fin. They ind it in them- 
ſelves, they find it as a law, It hath a ſelf evidencing 
efficacy to them that are alive to diſcern it: they. thgs : 
find not its power, are under its dominion. Who- 


ſoever contend againſt it, ſhall know and find, that 


it is preſent with them, that it is powerful in them. 
He ſhall find the ſtream to be flrong, who ſwims 
againſt it, though he who rolls along with it, be in- 
ſenſible of it. | 1253 . 

Thirdly, The general frame of believers notwith- 


landing the inhabitation of this law of ſin, is here 
alſo expreſſed. They would do good.” This law is 


preſent, He 2% Wo, To xaοο The babitual 
inclination of their will is unto good, This law 2 
them, is not a law unto them, as it is to unbelievers, 
They are not wholly obnoxious to its power, nor 
morally unto its commands. Grace hath the ſove- 
reignty in their ſouls ; tius givesthem a will unto good; 
they would do good, that is always, and conttantly, 
1 John iii. 9, Now dhafria, 4% commu Jin, is to 
make a trade of fin, to make it a man's buſineſo to fin; 
ſo it is ſaid, a believer doth not cominit fin.“ And fo 
oily T6 22A», to do that which is good; to will to do fo, 

is to have the habrtual bent and inclination of the will 
ſet on that which is good, that is, morally and ſpirit- 
4 of; 

whence is our third obſervation, . 
There is, and there is through grace kept up in 
believers, a conſtant and ordinarily prevailing will of 
doing good, notwithſtanding the power and efficacy 
This, in their worft condition, diſtinguiſheth them 
The will in unbe- 
r the power of the law of ſin, The 
oppoſition they make to ſin; either in the root, or 


branches of it, is from their light, and their con- 
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ſciences ; the will of ſinnng- in them is never taken 
away. Take away all other conſiderations and hin- 
derances, whereof we ſhall treat afterwards, and they 
would ſin willingly always. Their faint endeavoury 
to anſwer their convictions, are far from a wil! of do- 
ing that which is good, They will plead indeed, 
that they would leave their ſins if they could, and 
they would faindo better than they do. But it is the 
working of their light and convittions, not any ſpiri- 
tual inclination of their wills, which they intend by 
that expreſſion. For where there 1s a will of doing 
good, there is a choice of that which is good for its 
own excellency ſake, becauſe it is deſirable and ſuita- 
ble to the ſoul, and therefore to be preferred before 
that which is contrary. Now this is not in any un- 
| believers; they do not, they cannot ſo chuſe that 
which 1s ſpiritually good, nor 1s it ſo excellent or 
ſuitable unto any principle that is in them: only they 
have ſome deſires to attain that end, whereunto that 
which 1s good doth lead, and to avoid that evil which 
the neglett of it tends unto. And theſe alſo are for 
the moſt part ſo weak and languid in many of them, 
that they put them not upon any conſiderable encea- 
vours ; witneſs that luxury, floth, worldlineſs and 
jecurity, that the generality of men are even drowned 
in. But in believers there is a will of doing good, an 
habitual diſpoſition and inclination in their wills unto 
that which is ſpiritually good. And where this is, it 
is accompanied with anſwerable effects. The will is 
the principle of our moral actions, and therefore unto 
the prevailing diſpoſition thereof, will the general 
courſe of our actings be ſuited. Good things will 
proceed from the good treaſures of the heart. Nor 
«can this diſpoſition be evidenced to be in any but by 
its fruits. A will of doing good, without doing good, 
%% ᷣ T. ron en en 
Fourthly, There is yet another thing remaining in 
theſe words of the apoſtle, ariſing from that reſpett 
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that the preſence of ſin hath unto the time and ſeaſon 
of duty: when I would do good, (faith he) evil is 


3 


preſent wi VV 
There are two things to be conſidered in the will of 
doing good, that is in belieyers. 
Firſt, There is its habitual . reſidence in them, 
They have always an habitual inclination of Will 
unto that which is good. And this habitual prepara» 
tion for good is always preſent with them, as the 
apoſtle expreſſes it, verſe 18 of this chapter, 
© Secondly, There are ſpecial times and ſeaſons for 
the exercile of that principle. There is a © When 1 
would do good,” a ſeaſon wherein this or that good, 
this or that duty, is to be performed and accompliſhed, 
ſuitably unto the habitual preparation and inclination 
of the will. | Is 
ſin oppoſed. To the gracious principle reſiding in 
the cn unto that which 1s ſpiritually good, 
it is oppoſed as it is a law, that is a contrary principle, 
inclining unto evil, with an averſation from that. 
which is good. Unto the ſecond, or the actual willing 
of this or that good in particular, unto this,“ when 
would do good, is oppoſed the preſence of this law, 


_ *evil is prefent with me, wmapaxerai jos rd Man; 


evil is at hand and ready to oppoſe the actual accom- 
pliſhment of the good aimed at. Whence, 5 
Fourthly, indwelling fin is effectually operative in 
rebelling and inclining to evil, when the will of doing 
good is in a particular mauner active, and inclining 
unto obedience. | - 0 
And this is the deſcription of him who is a believer, 
and a ſinner, as every one who is the former, he is 
the latter alſo. Theſe are the contrary principles, 
and the contrary operations that are in him. The 
principles are; a will of doing good on the one hand, 
from grace, and a law of fin on the other. Their ad- 
verſe actings and operations are inſinuated in thoſe 
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expreſſions, « when .1 would do good, evil is preſent 
with me.” And theſe both are more fully expreſſed 
by the apoſtle, Gal. v. 17. For the fleſh luſteth 


Aàgainſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the fleſh, and 


theſe are contrary the one to the other; ſo that I can- 


not do theſe things that I would,” 
And here lie the ſprings of the whole courſe of our 


. obedience. An acquaintance with theſe ſeveral prin. 
ciples, and their actings, is the principal part of our 
wiſdom. They are, upon the matter, next to the free 
race of God in our juſtification by the blood of 
TChrif, the only things wherein the glory of God and 
our own ſouls are concerned. Theſe are the ſprings 
of our holineſs, and our fins, of our joys and troubles, 
of our refreſhments and forrows. 1 is then all our 
concernments to be thoroughly acquainted with theſe 
things, who intend to walk with God, or to glorify 
him in this world. „ Fs 
And hence we may ſee what wiſdom is required, in 
the guiding and management of. our hearts and ways 
before God. Where the ſubjetts of a ruler are in 
tewds and oppoſitions one againſt another, unleſs 
reat wiſdom be uſed in the government of the whole, 
all things will quickly be ruinous in that Rate. There 
are theſe gontrary principles in the hearts of believers, 
and if they labour not to be ſpiritually wiſe, how ſhall 


| they be able to ſteer their courſe aright ? Many men 


live in the dark to themſelves all their days; what 
ever elſe they know, they know not themſelves, 
They know their outward eſtates, how rich they are, 
and the condition of their bodies, as to health and 
fickneſs, they are careful to examine - but as to their 


inward man, and their principles as to God and eter- 
nity, they know little or nothing of themſelves. 


Indeed few labour to grow wiſe in this matter, few 
ſtudy themſelves as they ought, are acquainted with 
the evil of their own hearts as _ ought, on which 


yet the whole courſe of their obedience, and conſe- 


quently of their eternal condition, doth depend. 
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This therefore is our wiſdom, and it is a needful wiſ- 
dom, if we have any deſign to pleaſe God, or to avoid 
that which is a provocation to the eyes of his glory, 
We ſhall find alſo in our inquiry hereinto, what 
diligence and watchfulneſs is required unto a chriſtian 
converſation. There is a conſtant enemy unto it in 
every ones own heart: and what an enemy it is we 
ſhall afterwards ſhow, for this is our deſign to diſco- 


ver him to the uttermoſt. In the mean time we may 
well bewail the woful ſloth and negligence that 3s 10. 


the moſt, even of profeſſors. They live and walk as 
though they intended to go to heaven hood-winkt, 
and aſleep, as though they had no enemy to deal 
withal. Their miſtake therefore and folly will be 
fully laid open in our progreſs. 515 
That which I ſhall principally fix upon, in refer- 
ence unto our preſent deſign, from this place of the 
apoſtle, is that which was firſt laid down, namely, 
that there is an exceeding efficacy and power in 
the remainder of indwelling ſin in believers, with a 
conſtant inclination and working towards evil.“ 


Awake therefore, all of you in whole hearts are 
any thing of the ways of God. Your enemy is not 


only 9 2 on Sampſon of old, but is in 
you alſo. He is 1 all ways of force 
and craft, as we ſhall ſee. ould you not diſho- 
nour God and his Goſpel? would you not ſcan- 
dalize the Saints and ways of God ? would you 
not wound your conſciences, and endanger your 
ſouls ? would you not grieve the good and holy 
Spirit of God, the Author of all your comforts ? 
would you keep your garments dee and eſcape 
the woful temptations and pollutions of the days 
wherein we live? would you be preſcrved from 


| the number of the apoſtates in theſe latter days? 


awake to the conſideration. of this curſed enemy, 


which 1s the ſpring, of all theſe and innumerable 


other evils, as alſo of the ruin of all the ſouls 
that periſh in this world, | y 
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l Indwelling Sin a Law. In what Senſe it is ſo 
called. What Kind of Law it is. An inward 
effective Principle called a Law. The P ower 


of Sin thence evinced. | 


THAT which we have propoſed unto conſi- 
1 deration is the power and efficacy of Indwell. 
ing fin. The Ways whereby it may be evinced 
are many. I ſhall begin with the appellation of 
it in the place before mentioned, it is a law; © I find 
a law,” ſaith the apoſtle, It is becauſe of its 
power and efficacy that it is ſo called; fo is alſo 


the principle of grace in behevers the © law of 


the ſpirit of life,” as we obſerved before, Rom. viii, 
3, © which is the exceeding greatneſs of the power 
of God in them,” Ephel. 1. 19. Where there is 
a Law, there is Power. „ 3 
We ſhall therefore ſhew both what belongs unto 
it, as it is a Law in general, and alſo what is pecu- 
liar or proper in it, as being ſuch a Law as we 
have deferibed. OY 3 
There are in general two things attending every 
Law, as ſuch. = 1 
Firſt, Dominion, Rom. vii, 1. The law hath 
dominion over a man whilſt he liveth;“ up-. Y 
ebam, it lordeth it over a man. Where any 
law takes place, pn., it hath dominion. It is 
properly the act of a ſuperior, and it belongs to 
its nature to exact obedience by way of dominion. 
Now there is a two-fold dominion, as there is a 
two fold law. There is a moral authoritative do- 


minion over a man, and there is a real effective 
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dominion in a man. The firſt is an affection of 


the law of God, the latter of the law of ſin. The 


law of ſin hath not in itſelf a moral dominion, 
it hath not a righttul dominion or authority over 
any man, but it hath that which is equivalent unto 


it; whence it is ſaid garnelen, to reign as a king, 
Rom. vi. 12. and wg, to Lord it, or have 


dominion, ver. 14. as a law in general is ſaid to 


have, chap. vii. 1. But becauſe it hath loſt its com- 
plete dominion, in reference unto believers, of whom 
alone we ſpeak, I thall not inſiſt upon it in this 
utmoſt extent of its power. But even in them it 
is a law ſtill, though not a law unto them; Len 
as was ſaid, it is a law in them. And though it 


have not a complete, and as it were a nee 


minion over them, yet it will have a domination 


as to ſome things in them. It is ſtill a law, and 


that in them, ſo that all its actings are the actings 


of a law; that is, it acts with power, though it 
have loſt its complete power of ruling in them. 
Though it be weakened, yet its nature is not chang- 


port 


ed, It is a law ſtill, and therefore powerful. And 
as its particular workings (which we ſhall after- 
wards conſider) are the ground of this appellation, 


ſo the term itſelf teacheth us in general, what we 


are to expect from it, and what endeavours it 

will uſe for dominion, to which it hath been ac- 

eee er 3 
Secondly, A law, as a law, hath an efficacy to 


' provoke thoſe that are obnoxious unto it unto the 


things that it requireth. A law hath rewards and. 
pumtaments accompanying of it. Theſe en 
prevail on them to whom they are propoſed, thoug 


the things commanded be not much deſirable. And 


generally all laws have their efficacy on the minds. 


of men, from the rewards and puniſhments that are 
anuexed unto them. Nor is this law without this 
ipring of power; it bath iis rewards and puniſhments, 
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The pleaſures of fin are the rewards of ſin; a re- 
ward that moſt men loſe their ſouls to obtain. By 


this the law of ſin, contended in Moſes againſt the law 


of grace, Heb. xi. 25, 26. He choſe rather to ſuffer 


afflictions with the people of God, than to enjoy the 


pleaſures of a ſin for a ſeaſon; for he looked unto 
the recompence of reward.“ The conteſt was in 
his mind between the law of ſin, and the law of grace. 


The motive on the part of the law of fin, wherewith 
it ſought to draw hi 

vails on the moſt, was the reward that it propoſed unto. 
him, namely, that he ſhould have the re enjoy- 


m over, and wherewtth it pre- 


ment of the pleaſures of ſin. By this is contended 


againſt the reward annexed. unto the law of grace, 
called the recompence of reward. 5 


By this ſorry reward doth this law keep the world 


in obedience to its commands. And experience ſhews 


us, of what power it is to influence the minds of men. 
It hath alſo puniſhments that it threatens men with, 
who labour to caſt off its yoke, Whatever evil, 


trouble or danger, in the world attends goſpel obe- 


dience ; whatever hardſhip or violence is to be offer- 


ed to the ſenſual part of our natures, in a ftriet courſe 
of mortification, ſin makes uſe of as if they were pu- 


niſhments attending the negle& of its commands. By 
theſe it prevails on the fearful, who ſhall have no 
ſhare in life eternal, Rev. xxi. 8. And it is hard to 


ſay by whether of theſe its pretended rewards, or pre- 
tended puniſhments, it doth moſt prevail, in whether 
of them its greateſt ſtrength doth lie. By its rewards 


it inticeth men to fins of commiſſion, as they are 


called, in ways and actions tending to the ſatisfaction 
of its luſts. By its puniſhments it induceth men to 


the omitting of duties, a courſe tending to no leſs a 


pernicious event than the former. By which of theſe 
the law of fin hath its greateſt fucceſs in and upon the 
fouls of men is not evident, and that becauſe they 


are ſeldom or never ſeparated, but equally take place 
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on the ſame perſons. But this is certain, that by ten- 
ders and promiſes of the pleaſures of ſin on the one 
hand, by threats of the depri vation of all ſenſual con- 
tentments, and the inffiction of temporal evils on the 
other, it hath an exceeding efficacy on the minds of 
men, oftentimes of believers themſelves. Unleſs a 


| man be prepared to reject the reaſonings that will of- 


fer themſelves from the one and the other of theſe, 
there is no ſtanding before the power of this law. 
The world falls before them every day. With what 
deceit and violence they are urged and impoſed on 
the minds of men, we ſhall afterwards declare; as. 
al o what advantages they have to prevail upon them... 
Look on the generality of men, and you ſhall find 


them wholly by theſe means at ſin's difpoſal. Do the 


profits and pleaſures of fin he before them, nothing 


can withhold them from reaching after them. Do 


| difficulties and inconveniences atte d the duties of 


the Goſpel, they will have nothing to do with them, 
and ſo are holy given up to the rule and dominion 


ok this law. 


And this light in general we have into the power 
and efficacy of Indwelling-ſin from the general na- 
ture of a law, whereof it is partaker. 

We may conſider next, what kind of law in par- 


| ticular it is, which will farther evidence that power of 
it which we are inquiring after. It is not an out- 


ward, written, commanding, directing law, but an. 


inbred,” wording. impelling, un law; ae 


propoſed unto us, is not to be compared for efficacy 
to a law inbred in us. Adam had a law of fin pro- 
poſed to him in his temptation, but becauſe he had 
no law of {in inbred and working in him, he might. 


have withftood it. An inbred law muſt needs be et. 


tectual. Let us take an example from that law, which. 
is contrary to this law of ſin. The law of God, was 
at firſt inbred and natural unto man, it was concreated 


with his faculties, and was their rectitude both in be» 
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ing and operation, in reference to his end of living un- 
to God, and glorifying of him. Hence it had an 


eſpecial power in the whole ſoul, to enable it unto 


all obedience, yea, and to make all obedience eaſy 
and pleaſant. Such is the power of an inbred law. 
And though this law, as to the rule and dominion of 
it, be now by nature caſt out of the ſoul, yet the re- 


maining ſparks of it, becauſe they are inbred, are ve 


powerful and effectual, as the apoſtle declares, Rom. 


Ii. 14. 15. Afterwards God renews this law, and 
writes it in tables of ſtone; but what is the Seay 
of this law; will it now, as it is external, and propoſ- 


ed unto men, enable them to perform the things that 
it exacts and requires ? not at all. God knew it 
would not, unleſs 1t were turned to an internal law 
again; that is until of a moral outward rule, it be 
turned into an inward real principle. Wherefore 
God makes his law internal again, and implants it on 
the heart as it was at firſt, when he intends to give 
it power to produce obedience in all his people, 
Jer. xxx1. 31, 32, 33. I will put my law in their 
inward parts, and write it in their hearts.“ This is 


that which Cod fixeth on, as it were upon a diſcove- 


ry of the inſufficiency of an outward law leading men 
unto obedience. The written law, faith he, will not 
do it; Mercies and Deliverances from diſtreſs will 
not effect it; Trials and Aﬀlictions will not accom- 
pliſh it; then, faith the Lord, will I take another 


courſe; I will turn the written law, into an internal 


living principle in their hearts, and that will have 
ſuch an efficacy, as ſhall aſſuredly make them my 
people, and keep them ſo. Now ſuch is this law of 
{in, it is an indwelling law, Rom. vii. 17. It is 


ſin that dwelleth in me, verſe 20. Sin that dwelleth 


in me, verſe 21, It is preſent with me, verſe 23. 


1t ae ey members; yea, it is ſo far in a man, as in 
e 


{me ſenſe it is ſaid to be the man himſelt, verſe 18. 
«+ Iknow that in me, that is in my tleib, there dwelleth 
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no good thing.“ The fleſh, which is the ſeat and 
throne of this law, yea, which indeed in this law, 
is in ſome ſenſe the man himſelf, as grace alſo is the 
new man. Nou from this conſideration of it, that it 
is an indwelling- law inclining and moving to fin, as 
an inward habit or principle, it hath ſundry advan- 
tages increaſing its ſtrength, and futhering its power. 


Firſt, It always abides in the ſoul, it is never ab- 
ſent. The apoſtle twice uſeth that expreſſion, it 
dwelleth in me. There is its conſtant reſidence and. 
habitation. If it came upon the ſoul only at certain 


ſeaſons, much obedience might be perfectly accom-. 
pliſhed in its abſence. Yea, and as they deal with, 


uſurping tyrants, whom they intend to thurſt out of 
a City, the gates might be ſometimes ſhut againſt it, 
that it might not return. The ſoul might fortify it- 
ſelf againſt iti. But the ſoul is its home, there it 
dwells, and is no wanderer. Wherever you are,. 
whatever you are about, this law of fin is al- 
ways in you; in the beſt that you do, and in the 
worſt. Mer little conſider what a dangerous com- 
panion is always at home with them. When they 
are in company, when alone, by night or by day, 
all is one, fin. is with them. There is a living coal 
continually in their houſes, which if it be not looked. 

unto, will, fire them, and it may be conſume: them. 
O the wolul ſecurity of poor fouls! How little do 
the moſt of men think of this inbred enemy, that 1s. 
never from home! How little for the moſt part doth. 
the watchfulneſs of any profeſſors anfwer the danger 
of their ſtate and condition, ; | 
\ Secondly, It is always ready to apply itſelf to.eve- 
ry end and: purpoſe that it ſerves unto. It doth not 
only dwell in me, ſauh the apoſtle, © but when I. 


would do good, it is preſent with me:“ there is 


ſomewlat more in that expreſſion, than mere indwell- 


ing. An inmate may dwell in an houſe, and yet not. 
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be always meddling with what the good man of the 


houſe hath to do, (that ſo we may keep to the allu- 
fion of indwelling, uſed by the apoſtle.) But it is 
ſo with this law, it doth ſo dwell in us, as that it will 
be preſent with us in every thing we do; yea, often- 
times when with moſt ae we deſire to be quit 
of it, with moſt violence it will put itſelf upon us: 
when I would do good, it is preſent with me.“ 
Would you pray? would you hear? would you give 
alms? would you meditate? would you be in any * 
acting faith on God, and love towards him? would 
you work ri 2 would you reſiſt temptations? 
this troubleſome perplexing indweller will ſtill more 
or leſs put itſelf upon you, and be preſent with you; 
ſo that you cannot perfectly and completely accom- 
pliſh the thing that is good, as our apoſtle ſpeaks, 
_ verſe 18. Sometimes men by hearkening to their 
temptations, do ſtir up, excite, and provoke their 
luſt; and no wonder if then they find them preſent 
and active. But it will be fo, va Pom with all our en- 
deavours we labour to be free from them. This law 
of ſin dwells in us, that is, it adheres as a depraved 
principle unto our minds in darkneſs, and vanity, 
unto our affections in ſenſuality, unto our wills in a 
loathing of, and averſation from, that which is good, 
and by ſome, more, or all of theſe, is continually 
putting itſelf upon us, in inclinations, motions, or 
ſuggeſtions to evil, when we would be moſt gladly 
quit of it. = 5 ! 
Thirdly, It being an indwelling-law, it applies it- 


ſelf to its work with great facility and eaſineſs, like 


« the ſin that doth ſo eaſily beſet us,“ Heb. xii, 1. It 
bath a great facility and eaſineſs in the application of 
itfelf unto its work; it needs no doors to be opened 
unto it, it needs no engines to work by. The foul 
cannot apply itſelf to any duty of a man, but it muſt 
be by the exerciſe of thoſe faculties wherein this law 


hath its reſidence, Is the underſtanding or the mind 
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to be applied 8 thing? there it is in ignorance, 
darkneſs, vanity, folly, madneſs. Is the will to be 

engaged? there it is alſo in ſpiritual deadneſo, ſtubborſr- 
nels, and the roots of obſtinacy. Is the heart and 
affections to be ſet on work? there it is in inclina- 
tions to the world, and preſent things, and ſenſuali- 
ty, with proneneſs to all manner of defilements. 


| Hence it is eaſy for it to infinuate itſelf into all that 


we do, and to hinder all that is good, and to further 
all fin and wickedneſs. It hath an intimacy, an in- 
wardneſs with the ſoul, and therefore in all that we 
do, doth eaſily beſet us. It poſſeſſeth thoſe very fa- 
culties of the ſoul, whereby we muſt do what we do, 


whatever it be, good or evil. Now all theſe advan- 


tages it hath as it is a law, as an indwelling-Jaw which 
manifeſts its power and efficacy. It is always reſi- 
dent in the foul, it puts itſelf upon all its actings, 
and that with eaſineſs and facility. TSA RTF TY 
This is that law which the apoſtle affirms, that he 
found in himſelf, this is the title that he gives unto 
the powerful and eſfectual remainders of Indwelling- 
ſin, even in believers, and theſe general evidences 
of its power from that appellation — we. Many 
there are in the world, who find not this law in them, 
who, whatever they bave been taught in the word, 


have not a ſpiritual ſenſe and experience of the pow- 


er of indwelling-ſin, and that becauſe they are whol- 
ly under the dominion of it, They find not that 


there is darkneſs and folly in their minds, becauſe 


they are darkneſs itſelf, and darkneſs will diſcover 
nothing. They find not deadneſs and an indiſpoſi- 
tion in their hearts and wills to God, becauſe they 
are dead wholly in treſpaſſes and fins. They are 
at peace with their luſts, by being in bondage un- 
to them. And this is the ſtate of moſt men in the 
world, which makes them wofully deſpiſe all their 
eternal concernments. Whence is it that men follow 


and purſue the world with fa much greedineſs, that 
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they neglef heaven, and life, and immortality 
for it every day? Whence is it that ſome purſue 
their ſenſuality with delight? they will drink, and re. 
vel, and have their ' fports, let others ſay what they 
3 Whence is it that ſo many live 10 unprofita. 
ly under the the word, that they underſtand ſo lit. 
_ tle of what is ſpoken unto them, that they practiſe 
leſs of what they underſtand, and will by no means be 
ſtirred up to anſwer the mind of God in his calls unto 
them ? It is all from this law of fin, and the power 
of it that rules and bares ſway in men, that all theſe 
things do proceed; but it is not ſuch perſons of whom 
at preſent we particularly treat. | 
From what hath been ſpoken, it will enſue, that if 
there be ſuch a law in believers, it 1s doubtleſs their 
duty to find it out, to find it ſo to be. _ 


The more they find its power, the leſs they will 


feel its effects. It will not at all advantage a man to 
have an hectical diſtemper, and not to diſcover it; a 
fire lying ſecretly in his houſe, and not to know it, 
So much as men find of this law in them, ſo much 
they will abhor it, and themfelves, and no more, 
Proportionably alſo to their diſcovery of it will be 
their earneſtneſs for grace, nor will it riſe higher; 
all watchfulneſs and diligence in obedience will be 
anſwerable alſo thereunto. Upon this hinge, or find- 
ing out, and experiencing the power and the efficacy 
of this law of ſin, turns the whole courſe of our 
lives. Ignorance of it breeds ſenſleſſneſs, careleſſ- 
neſs, ſloth, ſecurity and pride, all which the Lord's 
ſoul abhors. Eruptions into great, open, conſcience- 


_ waſting, ſcandalous fins, are from want of a due ſpi- 


ritual conſideration of this law. Inquire then how 
it is with your ſouls; what do you find of this law, 
what experience have you of its power and efficacy? 
Do you find it dwelling in you, always preſent with 
you, exciting itſelf, or putting forth its poiſon with 
facility and eaſinels, at all times, in all your duties, 
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« when you would do good?“ What humiliation, what 
ſelf. abaſement, what intenſeneſs in prayer, what dili- 
gence, what watchfulneſs doth this call for at your 
hands? What ſpiritual wiſdom do you ſtand in 
need of? What ſupplies of Grace, what aſſiſtance 
of the Holy Ghoſt, will be hence alſo diſcoyered? 1 
tear we have few of us a diligence proportionable to 
our danger, ; 


' CHAP, 111. 


The Seat or Subject of the Law of Sin, the 
Heart, What meant thereby. Properties of 

the Heart as poſſeſſed by Sin; unſearchable; 
deceitful, Whence that Deceit ariſeth. 

Improvements of theſe Conſiderations. 


AVING manifeſted Indwelling- Sin, whereof 
we treat, in the remainders of it in believers, to 
be a law, and evinced in general, the power of it 


| from thence, we ſhall now ee to give particular 


inſtances of its efficacy and advantages, from ſome 


| things: that generally relate unto it as ſuch. And, 


theſe are three. Firſt, Its ſeat and ſubjett ; Second« 
ly, Its natural properties: and Thirdly, Its operations, 
and the manner thereof, which principally we aim at, 
and ſhall attend unto. e 5 ET 
Firſt, For the Seat and Subject of this Law of Sin, 
the ſcripture. every where aſſigns it to be the heart. 


There Indwelling-Sin keeps its eſpecial reſidence, 


It hath invaded and poſſeſſed the throne of God him- 


| ſelf, Ecclel. ix. g. Madneſs is in the heart of men 


Whilſt they live.“ This is their madneſs, or the 
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root of all that madneſs which appears in their lives, 
Matth. xv. 19. Out of the heart proceed evil 


thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, 


falſe witneſs, | blaſphemies, &c.” There are many 
outward temptations and provocations that befall men, 


which excite and ſtir them up unto theſe evils. But 


they do but as it were, open the veſſel, and let out 


what is laid up and ſtored in it. The root, riſe, and 
ſpring of all theſe things is in the heart. Temptations 


and occaſions put nothing into a man, but only dray 
out what was in him before. Hence is that ſummary 


_ delcription of the whole work and effect of this law 


of ſin, Gen, vi. 5. © Every imagination of the 
thoughts of man's heart is only evil continually ;” fo 


allo, chap. viii. 21, The whole work of the law of 
fin, from its firſt riſe, its firſt coming of actual ſin, 


is here deſcribed ; and its ſeat, its work-houſe, is ſaid 


to be the heart. And ſo it is called by our Saviour, 


„the evil treaſure of the heart, Luke vi. 43. An 
evil man, out of the evil treaſure of his heart, bring- 


eth forth evil things.“ This treaſure is the prevailing 
ira of moral actions that is in men. So in the 


beginning of the verſe, our Saviour calls grace the 
good treaſure of the heart of a good man, whence 


| that which is good doth proceed. It is a principle 


conſtantly and abundantly inciting and ſtirring up 
unto, and conſequently bringing forth actions con- 


Htormable, and like unto it, of the ſame kind and na- 


ture with itſelf. And it is alſo called a treaſure for 
its abundance, It will never be exhauſted, it is not 
walted by mens ſpending on it: yea, the more laviſh 


men are of this ſtock, the more they draw out of this 


treaſure, the more it grows and abounds: as men do 
not ſpend their grace, but increaſe it by its exerciſe, 


no more do they their indwelling- ſin. The more men 


exerciſe their grace in duties of obedience, the more 


it is ſtrengthened and increafed. And the more men 


exert and put forth the fruits of their luſt, the more i 


— 
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es, chat enraged and encreaſed in them. It feeds upon 
vil itſelf, ſwallows up its own poiſon, and grows thereby. 
The more men fin, the more are they . inclined unto 
ſin. It is from the deceitfulneſs of this law of fin, 
en, whereof we ſhall ſpeak afterwards at large, that men 
ut perſuade themſelves, that by this or that particular 
wut n, they ſhall fo ſatisfy their luſts, as that they ſhall 
nd need to fin no more. Every fin increaſeth the prin- | 
ns ciple, and fortifieth the habit of finning. It is an = 
aw evil treaſure that increaſeth by doing evil, And | 
ir} where doth this treaſure lie? It is in the heart, there 
aw it is laid up, there it is kept in ſafety. All the men 
he in the world, all the angels in heaven, cannot diſ- 
0 poſſeſs a man of this treaſure, it is ſo ſafely ſtored in | 
of the heart. 5 | | = | 
in, The heart in the fcripture is variouſly. uſed. 
ud Sometimes for the mind and underſtanding; ſome- 
ir, W times for the will; ſometimes for the affections; 


An ſometimes for the conſcience; ſometimes for the 

g whole ſoul. Generally it denotes the whole ſoul 

ny of man, and all the faculties of it, not abſolutely, 

he but as they are all one principle of moral operations, 

he as they all concur in our doing good or evil. 

ce MW The mind as it inquireth, diſcerneth, and judgeth 

ple what is to be done, what refuſed; the will, as it 

up chuſeth, or refuſeth, and avoids; the affections as 

n-. they like or diſlike, cleave to, or have an averſation 

la- from, that which is propoſed to them. The conſci- 1 
for ence as it warns, and determines, are altogether «| 


10t called the heart. And in this ſenſe it is that we ſay 

ith the ſeat and ſubject of this law of fin is the heart of 

nis man. Only we may add, that the ſcripture, ſpeakin 

do of the heart, as the pri.ciple of men's good or evi ' 
le, actions, doth uſually inſinuate together with it two 

en things belonging unto the manner of their perform- 

mo oO ENG RR In VNV 

en Firſt, A ſuitableneſs and pleaſingneſs unto the ſoul 
n in the things that are done. When men take de- 
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light, and are pleaſed in and with what chey do, 


they are ſaid to do it heartily with their Whole 
hearts. Thus when God himſelf bleſſeth his peo. 
ple in love and delight, he ſays, he doth it with 


his whole heart, and his whole ſoul,” Jer,xxxii, 41, 


3 Reſolution and conſtancy in ſuch ac. 
tions. And this alſo is denoted in the metaphorical 
expreſſion before uſed of a treaſure, from whence 


men do conſtantly take out the things which either 


they ſtand in need of, or do intend to uſe.  _ 


This is the ſubject, the ſeat, the dwelling place 


of this law of ſin. The heart, as it is the entire 
principle of moral operations, of doing good or evil, 
as out of it proceed good or evil, Here dwells 
our enemy : this 1s the fort, the citadel of this 


tyrant, where it maintains a rebellion againſt God 


all our days. Sometimes it hath more ſtrength, and 


conle uently more ſucceſs; ſometimes leſs of the 
one than of the other, but is always in rebellion 


whilſt we live. „„ 

That we may in our paſſage take a little view 
of the ſtrength and power of fin from this ſeat 
and ſubject of it, we may conſider one or two 
properties of the heart that exceedingly contribute 


| thereunto. It is like an enemy in war, whole ſtrength 


and power, he not only in his numbers, and force 
of men or arms, but alſo in the unconquerable 


forts that he doth poſlels. And ſuch is the heart 


10 this enemy of God and our ſouls, as will appea 


from the properties of it, whereot one or two ſhall 

be mentioned. N 3 OLIN. 
Firſt, It is unſearchable. Jer. xvii. 9, 10.“ Who 

can know the heart? I the Lord ſearch it.“ The 


Heart of-man is pervious to God only; hence he 


takes the honour oi ſearching the heart to be as 


peculiar to himſelf, and as fully declaring him to 
be God, as any other glorious attribute of bis 
nature. We know not the hearts of one another, 
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we know not.our own hearts as we ought. Many 


„tere are that know not their hearts as to their 
e general bent and diſpoſition, whether it be good 
> Wor bad, fincere and ſound, or corrupt and naught ; 


h but no one knoweth all the ſecret intrigues, the 


windings and turnings, the actings and averſations 
ſure of his own light and darkneſs? Can any 
endleſs variety of objects that it is to be exerciſed 


with? Can any one traverſe the various mutability 
re Not his affettions? Do the ſecret ſprings of act- 


any man ? Doth any one know what will be the 


ſuch a pretenfion of reaſonings, ſuch an appearance 
ie Hof things deſirable? All in heaven and carth, but 
n the infinite - all-ſeeing God, are utterly ignorant of 

theſe things. In this unſearchable heart dwells the 
W law of fin, and much of its ſecurity, and conſequently 
at ob its ſtrength, lies in this, that it is paſt our finding 


we cannot diſcover, whom we cannot. follow into 
| ts retirements. Hence oftentimes, when we are 
ce ready to think fin quite ruined, after a while we 


at not purſue it. The ſoul may perſuade itſelf all is 
all Nvell, when fin may be ſaſe in the hidden darkneſs 
of the mind, which it is impoſſible that he ſhould 


| look into; for whatever makes manifeſt 1s light. 

he Wt may ſuppoſe the will of ſinning is utterly taken 
he way, when yet there is an unſcarchable reſerve 

as for a more ſuitable object, a more vigorous tempta- 

2 uon than at preſent it is tricd withal. Hath a 
1s 


of his own heart. Hath any one the perfect mea- 


one know what attings of chuſing or averſation 
his will will bring forth, upon the propoſal of that 


l, ing and refuſing in the ſoul, lie before the eyes of 


motions of the mind or will, in ſuch and ſuch 
conjunctions of things? Such a ſuiting of objects, 


"0 out. We fight with an enemy whole ſecret ſtrength | 


find it was but out of ſight. It hath coverts and 
retreats in an unſearchable heart, whether we can- 


wan had a conteſt with any Juſt, and a bleſſed vic- 
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| tory over it by the Holy Ghoſt, as to that preſen 
trial? when he thinks it is utterly exp led, he ere 
long finds that it was but retired out of fight. I 


can lie ſo cloſe in the mind's darkneſs, in the will 


indiſpoſition, in the @forder and carnality of the 
affections, that no eye can diſcover it. The bel 
of our wiſdom is but to watch its firſt appearance 
to catch its firſt under earth heavings, and work. 
ings, and to ſet ourſelves in oppoſition to them; 
for to follow it into the ſecret corners of the heart 
that we cannot do. It is true, there is yet a relief in 
this caſe, namely that he to whom the work 0 
deſtroying the law of ſin, and body of death in 
us is principally committed, namely the Holy Ghol, 
comes with his ax to the very root, neither is there 
any thing in an unſearchable heart that is not open 
and naked unto him, Heb. iv. 12. But we, in a way ol 

duty, may hence ſee what an enemy we have u 
deal withal. N „„ 
Secondly, As it is unſearchable, ſo it is deceitfu, 
as in the place abeve mentioned; it is deceitful 
above all things, incomparably ſo, There is great 
deceit in the dealings of men in the world, great 
in their counſels and contrivances, in reference to 
their affairs private and public; great deceit in theit 
words and actings: the world 1s full of deceit and 
fraud. But all this is nothing to the deceit that is 
in man's heart towards himſelf, for that is the mean. 
ing of the expreſſion in this place, and not toward 
others. Now incomparable deceitfulneſs, added to 
unſearchableneſs, gives great addition and increaſe 


of ſtrength, to the law of un, upon the account dd 


its feat and ſubject. I ſpeak not yet of the de- 
Ceitfulneſs of fin itſelf, but the deceitfulneſs of the 
heart where it is ſeated. Prov. xx vi. 23. There 
are ſeven abominations in the heart;“ that is, not 
only many, but an abſolute complete number, a 
ſeven denotes: and they are ſuch abominations # 
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conſiſt in deceitfulneſs; ſo the caution fore- going in- 


ſinuates, truſt him not; for itzeis only deceit that 
ſhould make us not to truſt i in that degree and mea- 
ſure which the object is cdpable of. 

Now this deceitfulneſs oe heart, whereby it it 1s 
exceedingly advantaged in its harbouring of Un; lies 
chiefly in theſe two things: : | : 

Firſt, That it abounds 1n anten tion: fo that it 
is not to be found and dealt withal according to any 
conſtant rule, and way oteprocedure. There are 
ſome men that have much of this from their natural 


- conſtitution, cr from other cauſes in their conyerla- 


tion. They ſeem to be made up of contradictions; 

ſometimes to be very wile in their affairs, ſometimes 
very foolith; very opgg, and very rel erved ; very fa- 
cile, and very obſtinate; very eaſy to be entreated, 
and very revengeful, all in a remarkable height. 
This is generally accounted a bad charatter, and 18 
ſeldom found but when it proceeds from ſome nota- 
ble predominent luſt. But in general, in reſpett of 
moral good or evil, duty or fin, it is fo with the heart 
of every man ; flaming hot, wand key cold ; weak, and 
yet ſtubborn; obſtinate, and facile, The frame of 
the heart, is -ady to contradiét itſelf every moment. 
Now you would think you had it all for ſuch a frame, 

ſuch a way; anon it is quite otherwiſe : ſo that none 
know what to expect from it. The riſe of this is the 
the diſorder that 1s brought upon all its faculties by 
ſin. God created them all in a perfect harmony and 
union. The mind and reaſon were in pertect bub- 
jection and ſubordination to God, and his will; the 
will anſwered, in its choice of good, the diſcovery 
made of it by the mind; the aſtettions conſtantly 
and evenly followed the underſtanding and will. 
The mind's ſubjection to God was the ſpring of the 
orderly and harmonious motion of the foul, and all 
tie wheels in it. That being diſturbed by {1n, tha 
relt of the faculties move crols and e one to 


- 
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another; the will chuſeth not the good which the 
mind diſcovers; the affections delight not in that 
which the will chuſeth, but all 1 250 interfere, croſ; 
and rebel againſt each other. This we have got by 
our falling from God. Hence ſometimes the will 
leads, the judgment follows, Yea, commonly the 
affections that ſhould attend upon all, get the ſove. 
reignty, and draw the whole ſoul captive after them, 
And hence it is, as I ſaid, that the heart is made up of 
ſo many contradictions in its attings. Sometimes 
the mind retains its ſovereignty, and the affections are 
in ſubjection, and the will ready for its duty. This 
uts a good face upon things. Immediately the re. 
bellion of the affections, or the obſtinacy of the will, 
take place and prevail, and the whole ſcene is changed. 
This, I ſay, makes the heart deceitful above all things; 
it agrees not at all in itſelf, is not conſtant to itſelf, 
hath no order that it is conſtant unto, is under ho 
certain conduct that is ſtable, but if I may ſo ſay, hath 
a rotation in itſelf, where oft-times the feet lead and 
guide the whole, | ; 
Secondly, Its deceit hes in its full promiſings upon 
the firſt appearance of things. And this alſo pro- 
ceeds from the ſame principle with the former, 
Sometimes the affettions are touched and wrought 
upon, the whole heart appears in a fair frame, all pro- 
miſeth to be well. Within a while the whole frame 
is changed; the mind was not at all affected or turned; 
the affections a little acted their parts and are gone off, 
and all the fair promiſes of the heart are deparied 
with them. Now add this deceitfulneſs to the un- 
ſearchableneſs before mentioned, and we ſhall find, 
that at leaſt the difficulty of dealing effectually with 
fin in its ſeat and throne, will be exceedingly increaſ- 
ed. A deceiving anda deceived heart, who can deal 
withit? eſpecially conſidering that the heart employs 
all its deceits unto the ſervice of ſin, contributes them 
all to its furtherance. All the diſorder that is in the 


Toon IN BELIEVERS, 27 


| heart, all its falſe promiſes, and fair appearances pro- 


mote the intereſt and advantage of ſin. Hence God 


E cautions the people to look to it, leſt © their own 


hearts ſhould entice and deceive them.“! | 
Who can mention the treacheries and deceits that 
lie in the heart of man ? It is not for nothing that the 
Holy Ghoſt ſo expreſſeth it, It is deceitful above 
all things;“ uncertain in what it doth, and falſe in 
what it promiſeth. And hence moreover it is amongſt 
other cauſes, that in the purſuit of our war againſt a, 
we have not only the old work to go over and over, 
but new work ſtill, while we hve in this world; ſtill 


| new ſtratagems and wiles to deal withal, as the manner 


will be where unſearchableneſs, and deceitfulneſs are 
to be contended with, _ 2 by oY 
There are many other properties of this feat and 


| ſubject to the law of fin, which might be infiſted 


on to the ſame end and purpole, but that would too 


far divert us from our particular deſign ; and there- 


fore I ſhall paſs theſe over with ſome few confide- 
rations. | 1 N | 
Never let us reckon that our work in contending 


| againſt ſin, in crucifying, mortifying, and ſubduing 
| of it, is at an end. The place of its habitation is un- 


ſearchable; and when we may think that we have 
thoroughly won the field, there is ſtill ſome reſerve 


remaining that we ſaw not, that we knew not of. 


Many conquerors have been ruined by their careleſ- 
nels after a victory ; and many have been ſpiritually 
wounded after great ſucceſſes againſt this enemy. 


David was ſo, his great ſurprize into ſin was after a 


long proteflion, manifold experiences of God, and 
watchiul keeping of himſelf from his iniquity, Aud 
hence in part hath it come to pals, that the proteſſion 
0: many hath declined in their old age, or riper time, 
which muſt more diſtinétly be ſpoken to afterwards 
Ihey have given over the work of mortifying of ſin, 
before their work was at an end. There is no way 

| | C2 | | 
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for us to purſue ſin in its unſearchable habitation, 
but by being endleſs in our purſuit. And that com. 
mand of the apoſtle which we have, Col. iii. 5. on 
this account is as neceſſary for them to obſerve why 
are towards the end of their race, as thoſe that are but 
at the beginning of it. Mortify therefore your mem. 
bers that are on the earth;” be always doing it whilſt 


you live in this world. It is true, great ground is oh. 


tained, when the work is vigorouſly and conſtantly 
carried on; ſin is much weakened, ſo that the foul 
preſſeth forwards towards perfection. But yet the 
work muſt be endleſs, I mean whilſt we are in thu 
world. If we give over, we ſhall quickly ſee this 


enemy exerting itſelf with new ſtrength and vigour, 
It may be, under ſome great affliction, it may be in 


ſome eminent © $07 of God, in the ſenſe of the 
ſweetneſs of bleſled communion with Chriſt, we have 


been ready to fay, that there was an eng of ſin, that it 


was dead and gone for ever. But have we not found 
the contrary by experience? hath it not manitelted 


that it was only retired into ſome unſearchable re. 
ceſſes of the heart, as to its in-being and nature, 


though it may be greatly weakened in its power! 
Let us then reckon on it, that there is no way to lave 
our work done, but by always doing of it ; and he who 


dies fighting in this warfare, dies alluredly a con- 


queror. | 7 
Secondly, Hath it its reſidence in that which is va. 
rious, inconſtant, deceitful above all things, this calls 


for perpetual watchfulneſs againſt it. An open ene- 


my that deals by violence only always give ſome re- 


Tpite; you know where to have him, and what he 1s 
doing, ſo as that ſometimes you may fleep quietly 
without fear: but againſt adverſaries that deal by 


deceit and treachery, (which are long ſwords, and 
reach at the greateſt diftance) nothing will give ſecu- 


rity but perpetual watchfulneſs, It is impollible we 
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ſnould in this caſe be too jealous, doubtful, ſuſpicious, 
or watchful. The heart hath a thouſand wiles and 
deceits, and it we are in the leaſt off from our watch, 
we may be ſure to be ſurpriſed. Hence are thoſe reite- 
rated commands and cautions given for watching, for 
being circumſpett, diligent, careful, and the like. 
There is no living for them who have to deal with 
an enemy deceitful above all things, unleſs they perſiſt 
in ſuch a frame. Ay cautions that are given in this 
daſe are neceſſary, eſpecially that, remember not to 
believe it. Doth thy heart promiſe fair, reſt not on it, 
but ſay to the Lord Chriſt, Lord, do thou undertake 
for me, Doth the ſun {ſhine fair in the morning, 


| reckon not therefore on a fair day; the clouds may 


ariſe and fall; though the morning give a fair appear- 

ance of ſerenit 5 peace, turbulent affettions may 

ariſe, and cloud the ſoul with fin and darkneſs. 
Thirdly then, commit the whole matter with all 


care and diligence unto him who can ſearch the heart 


to the uttermoſt, and knows how to prevent all, its 
treacheries and deceits, In the things before menti- 
oned lies our duty, but here lies our Cory, There is 
no treacherous corner in our hearts, but he can ſearch 
it to the uttermoſt ; there's no deceit in them, but he 
can diſappoint it. This courſe David takes, Pſal. 
cxxxix. after he had ſet forth the omnipreſence 
of God, and his omniſcience, Pſal, cxxxix. 8, 9. 10. 
he makes improvement of it, ver. 23. * Search me, 
O Lord, and try me.“ As if he had ſaid, It is but 
a little that I know of my deceitful heart, only I 
would be ſincere, I would not have reſerves for ſin 
retained therein; wheretore do thou, who art preſent 
with my heart, who knoweſt my thoughts long betore, 
undertake this work, perform 1t thoroughly, tor thou 
alone art able ſo to do. i 
There are yet other arguments for the evidencing 
of the power and {trength of indwelling-ſin, from 
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whence it is termed a law, which we muſt paſs 
through according to the order wherein before we 
laid them down, | e 


CAP. IV. 


Indwelling-ſin Enmity againſt GOD. Thence 
its Power. Admits of no Peace nor Reſt; 
Is againſt GOD himſelf; Acts itſelf in A- 
verſation from GOD, and Propenſity to 
Evil. Is Univerſal; To all of GOD; 
In all of the ſoul; Conſtant, 


WI have ſeen the ſeat and ſubject of this 
law of ſin. In the next place we might take 
a view of its nature in general, which alſo will 
manifeſt its power and efficacy. But this I ſhall 
Not enlarge upon ; it being not my buſineſs to de- 
clare the nature of indwelling fin, it hath alſo been 
done by others. I ſhall therefore only in reference 
unto our ſpecial deſign in hand, conlides one pro- 
perty of it, that belongs unto its nature: and this 
always where ever it is. And this is that which 
is expreiled by the apoltle, © The carnal mind is 
_ enmity againſt God ;*'' Rom. viii. 7. that which is here 
called gpmwea ris H the wiſdom of the fleſh, is the 
ſame with the law of ſn, which we inſiſt on. And 
what ſays he hercof? why it is ExPpz pos Toy beds, 
enmity _ God. It is not only an enemy, for ſo 
poſſibly ſome reconciliation of it unto God might 
be made, but it 1s enmity itſelf, and not capable of 
accepting any terms of peace. Enemies may be 
reconciled, but enmity cannot. Yea, the only way 
to reeoncile enemies is to deſtroy the enmity. 90 


als 
we 
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the apoſtle in another caſe tells us, © we who were 


enemies, are reconciled unto God,” Rom. v. 10. 
that is a work compaſſed and brought about by the 
blood of Chriſt ; the reconciling of the greateſt ene- 
mies. But when he comes to ſpeak of enmity, there 
is no way for it, but it muſt be aboliſhed and de- 


| ftroyed, “Having aboliſhed in his fleſh the enmity,” 


Eph. ii. 15. there is no way to deal with any enmi- 
ty whatever, but by its abolition or deſtruction, 

And this allo lies in it, as it is enmity, that every 
part and parcel of it, it we may fo ſpeak, the Izatt 
degree of it that can poſſibly remain in any one, 
whilſt, and where there is any thing of its nature, is 
enmity ſtill. It may not be ſo effectual and power- 


ful in operation, as where it hath more life and vi- 


gour, but it is enmity ſtill. As every drop of poiſon, 
is poiſon, and will infett, and every ſpark of fire, 
is fire, and will burn; fo is every thing of the 
law of ſin, the laſt, the leaſt of it, it is enmity, it 


vin poiſon, it will burn. That which 1s any thing 


in the ahſtract is ſtill fo, whillt it hath any being at 
all. Our apoſtle, who may well be ſuppoſed to 
have made as great a progreſs in the ſubduing of 
it, as any one on the earth, yet after all, cries out 
tor deliverance, as from an irreconcileable enemy, 
Rom. vu. 24. The meaneſt acting, the meaneſt 
and moſt imperceptible working of it, is the acting 
and working of enmity. Mortification abates of 


its force, but doth not change its nature. Grace 


changeth the nature of man, but nothing can change 
the nature of ſin, Whatever effect be wrought upon 
it, there is no effect wrought in it, but that it is en- 
mity ſtill, fin (till, Thus then by it is our ſtate and 
condition, * God is love,“ 1 John iv. 8. He is 
lo in himſelf, cternally excellent and deſireable 
above all. He is ſo to us, he is ſo in the blood of 
his ſon, and in all the inexpreſſible fruits of it, by 
which we are what we are, and wherein all our fu- 
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ture hopes and expectations are wrapped up. Againft 
this God we carry about us an enmity, all our days, 
An enmity that hath this, from its natnre, that it is in- 
capable of cure, or reconciliation, Deſtroyed it may 
be, it ſhall be, but cured it cannot be. If a man 
hath an enemy to deal with that is too mighty for 
him, as David had with Saul, he may take the courſe 
that he did, conſider what it is that provoked his 
enemy againſt him, and ſo addreſs himſelf to remove 
the cauſe, and make up his peace, If the Lord have 
ſtirred thee up againit me, Jet him accept an offer. 
ing, but if they be the children of men, curſed be 
they of the Lord,” x Sam. xxvi. 19, Come it from 
God or man, there 1s yet hopes of peace, But when 
a man hath enmity itſelf to deal withal, nothing is 
to be expected but continual fighting to the deſtrue- 
tion of the one party. If it be not overcome and 
. deſtroyed, it will overcome and deſtroy the ſoul, 

And here hes no ſmall part of its power which we 
are inquiring after; it can admit of no terms of 
peace, of no compoſition, There may be a compoſi- 
tion where there 1s no reconciliation, There ma 

be a truce wheresthere is no peace, But with this 
enemy we can obtain neither the one, nor the otlier. 
It is never quiet conquering, nor conquered, which 
was the only kind of enemy of whom the famous 
warrior complained, of old. It is in vain for a man to 
have any expettation of reſt from his luſt, but by 
its death: of abſolute freedom, but by his own, Some 
in the tumultuating of their corruptions, ſeek for 
quietneſs by Iabouuring to fatisty them, © making 
proviſion for the fleſh to fulfil the luſts thereof!“ 
as tne apoſtle ſpeaks, Rom. x11. 14. This is to 
allake fire by wood and oil. As all the fuel in the 
world, all the fabrick of the creation that is com- 
buſtible, being caſt into the fire, will not at all ſatisfy 
it, but increaſe it; fo is it with fſatisfaction given to 


lin by ſinning, it doth but inflame and increaſe, If 
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2 man will part with ſome of his goods unto an ene- 
my, it may fatisfy him; but enmity will have all, 
and is not one whit more ſatisfied, that if he had 


received nothing at all. Like the lean cattle that 


were never the leſs hungry, for having devoured 
the fat. You cannot bargain with the fire to take 
but ſo much of your houſes?; yethave no way but 
to quench it. It is in this caſe, as it is in the conteſt 
between a wiſe man and a fool, © whether he rage 
or laugh, there is no reſt,” Prov. xx1x. 9. What- 
ever frame or temper he be in, his importunate folly _ 
makes him troubleſome. It is ſo with this indwelling 
lin, whether it rage or laugh, whether it violently 
tumultuate, as it will do on provocations and temp- 
tations, it will be outrageous in the ſoul ; or whether 
it ſeem to be pleaſed and contented to be ſatisfied, 
all is one, there is no peace, no reſt to be had with 
it, or by it. Had it then been of any other nature, 
ſome other way might have been fixed on, but being 
it conſiſts in enmity, all the relief the ſoul hath mult 
lie in its ruin. | | 1 | 5 
Secondly, It is not only ſaid to be enmity, but it 
is ſaid to be enmity againſt God. It hath choſen a 
great enemy Ny Ea It is in ſundry places propoſed 
as our enemy,“ Abſtain from flethly luſts, Which 


war againſt the ſoul.” 1 Pet. ii. 11. They are enemies 


to the ſoul, that 1s, to ourſelves. Sometimes as an 
enemy to the ſpirit, © The fleſh luſteth or fighteth 
againſt, the ſpirit,” Gal. v. 17. It fights againſt the 
ſpirit, or the ſpiritual principle that is in us, to con— 
quer it; it fights againſt our ſouls to deſtroy them. 
It hath ſpecial ends and deſigns againſt our fouls, and 
againſt the principle of grace that is in us; but its 
proper formal objett is God, it is enmity againſt 


| God. It is its work to oppoſe grace, it is a conſe- 


quent of its work to oppoſe our ſouls, which follows 

upon what it doth, more than what it intends; but 

ts nature and formal deſign is to oppoſe God; God 
"©: IR 
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as the Law-giver, God as Holy, God as the author of 
the goſpel; a way of ſalvation by grace, and not b 
works, is the direct object of the law of fin. Why 
doth it oppoſe duty, © ſo that the good we would do, 
we do not,“ either as to matter or manner ? Why 
doth it render the ſoul carnal, indiſpoſed, unbelieving, 
unſpiritual, weary, wandering? it is becauſe of us 
enmity to God, whom the ſoul aims to have commu. 
nion with in duty. It hath as it were that com. 
mand from Satan, which the Aſſyrians had from their 
king, Fight neither with ſmall nor great, ſave 
only with the king of Ifrae},” 1 Kings xxii. 31. It 
is neither great nor ſmall, but God himſelf, the king 
of Iſrael, that fin ſets itſelf againſt, There lies the 
ſecret formal reaſon of all its oppoſition to good, 
even becauſe it relates unto God. May a road, a 


trade, a way of duties be ſet up, where communion, 


with God is not aimed at, but only the duty itſel, 
as is the manner of men in moſt of their ſuperſtitious 
_ worſhip; the oppoſition that will he againſt it from 
the law of ſin will be very weak, eaſy and gente, 
Or as the Aſſyrians, becauſe of his ſhew of a king, 
eflſaulted Jehoſaphat, but when they found that it 
was not Ahab, they turned back from purſuing of 
him. Becauſe there is a ſhew and appearance ot 

the worſhip of God, ſin may make head againſt it at 
firſt, but when the duty cries out in the ee that 
indeed God is not there; ſin turns away to ſeek out 
its proper enemy, even God himſelf elſe where, 
And hence do many poor creatures ſpend their days 
in diſmal tiring ſuperſtitions, without any great re. 
juctancy from within, when others cannot be ſuffered 
freely to watch with Chriſt in a ſpiritual manner 
one hour. And it is no wonder that men fight with 
carnal weapons for their ſuperſtituous worſhip with— 
out, when they have no fighting againſt it within. 
For God is not in it; and the law of ſin makes not 
oppolition to any duty, but to God in every duty, 


'. 
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This is our ſtate and condition; all the oppoſition 
that ariſeth in us unto any thing that is ſpiritually 
ood, whether it be from darkneſs in the mind, or 
averſation in the will, or ſloth in the affections, all 
the ſecret arguings and reaſonings that are in the 
ſoul in purſuit of them, the direct object of them is 
God himſelf. The enmity lies againſt him, which 
conſideration ſurely ſhould influence us to a perpetual 
conſtant watchfulneſs over ourſelves, _ = 
It is thus alſo in reſpett of all propenſity unto, fins 
as well as averſation from God. It is God himſelt 
that is aimed at. It is true, the pleaſures, the wages 
of ſin, do greatly influence the Enſua carnal affec- 
tions of men: but it is the holineſs and authority of 
God, that fin itſelf riſes up againſt: it hates the yoke 
of the Lord; © Thou haſt been weary of me,” 
ſaith God to ſinners, and that during their pertorm- 


ance of abundance of duties. Every att of ſin is a 


fruit of being weary of God. Thus Job tells us, 
what lies at the bottom in the heart of ſinners ; * they 
ſay to the Lord, depart from us:“ it is enmity a 
gainſt him and averſation from him. Here lies the 
formal nature of every in, it is an oppolition to God, 
a calling off his yoke, a breaking off the dependence 
which the creature ought to have on the Creator. 
And the apollle gives the reaſon why he afhrms, 
the carnal mind to be enmity againſt God;“ name- 


ly, becauſe * it is not ſubjett to the will of God, nor 
indeed can be, Rom. viii. 7. It never is, nor 


will, nor can be ſubject to God, its Whole nature con- 
ſiſting in an oppolition to him. The ſoul wherein 
it is, may be ſubject to the law of God, but this law 


of ſin ſets up in contrariety unto it, and will not be in 
ſubjection. 


Jo manifeſt a little farther the power of this law 
of ſin from this property of its nature, that it is 
enmity againſt Cod; one or two inſeparable ad- 
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juncts of it may bs: conſidered, which will farther 


evince it. 

Firſt, It is univerſal; ſome . are limited 
unto ſome particular concerns, this is about one 
thing, that about another. It is not ſo here; the en- 
mity is abſolute and univerſal, as are all enmities that 
are grounded 1 in the nature of the things themſelves, 
Such enmity 1s againſt the whole kind of that which 
is its object. Such is this enmity; for Firſt, It is 


univerſal to all of God; and Secondly, It is univerſal 


in all of the ſoul. 0 
Firſt. It is univerſal to all of God if thens were 
any thing of God, his nature, properties, .his mind 
or will, his law or goſpel, any duty of obedience to 
him, of communion with him, that fin had not an 
enmity againſt, the ſoul might have a conſtant ſhelter 
and retreat within itſelf, by applying itſelf to that of 
God, to that of duty cowards him, to that of com- 
munion with him, that ſin would make no oppoſition 
againſt, But the enmity hes againſt God, and all 


_ of God, and every thing wherein or whereby we have 


to do with him. It is not ſubject to the law, nor 
any part or parcel, word or title of the law. W hat- 
ever is pee to any thing as ſuch, is oppoſite unto 
all of it. Sin is enmity to God as God, and there- 
tore to all of God. Not his goodneſs, not his holi- 
nels, not his mercy, not his grace, not his promules ; 
there is not any thing of him, which it doth not 
make head againſt; nor any duty, pnvate, public, in 
the heart, in external works, which it oppoſeth not. 
And the nearer (if I may ſo lay) any thing is to God, 
the greater is its enmity unto it. The more of [piri- 
tuality and holineſs is, in any thing, the greater 1s its 
enmity, That which hath moſt of God, hath moſt 
of 1ts oppolition. Concerning them in Whom this 
law 1s predominant, God ſays, “ Ye have ſet at 
nought a'l my counſel, and you would have none 
oi my rcproot, Prov. i. 25. Not this or that part 
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of God's counſel, his mind or will 1s oppoſed, but all 
his counſel ; whatever he calleth for, or guideth unto, 
in every particular of it, all is ſet at nought, and 
nothing of his reproof attended unto. A man would 
think it not very ſtrange that ſin ſhould maintain an 
enmity againſt God in his law, which comes to judge 
it, ta condemn it; but it raiſeth a greater enmity 
againſt him in his goſpel, wherein he tenders mercy 
and pardon, as a deliverance from it, and that mere] 

becauſe more of the glorious properties of God's na- 
ture, more of his excellencies and condeſcention, is 
manifeſted therein, than in the other. x; 

Secondly, It is univerſal in all of the foul. Would 

this law of ſin have contented itſelf to have ſubdued 

any one faculty of the ſoul, would it. have left any one 
at liberty, any one affection free from its yoke and 
bondage, it might poſſibly have been with more eaſe 
oppoſed, or ſubdued. But when Chriſt comes with 
his ſpiritual power upon the ſoul to conquer it to 
himſelf, he hath no quiet landing place. He can 
ſet foot on no ground but what he muſt fight for and 
conquer. Not the mind, nor an affection, not the 
will, but all is ſecured againſt him. And when grace 
hath made 1ts entrance, yet fin will dwell in all its 
coaſts. Were any thing in the ſoul at perfect freedom 
and liberty, there a ſtand might be made to drive 
it from all the reſt of its holds: But it is univerſal, 
and wars in the whole ſoul. The mind hath its own 
darknels and vanity to wreſtle with; the will its own 

ſtubbornneſs, obſtinacy and perverſeneſs; every affec- 
tion its own frowardneſs and averſation from God, 
and its ſenſuality to deal withal, ſo that one can- 
not yield rehet unto another, as they ought , they 
have as it were their hands full at home. Hence it 
is that our knowledge is 1mpertett, our obedience 
weak, love not unmixed, fear not pure, delight not 
free and noble. But I muſt not inſiſt on theſe parti- 
culars, or I could abundantly ſhew how diffuſed 
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whole ſoul, | 

| Secondly, Hereunto might be added its conſtancy, 
It is conſtant unto itſelf, it wavers not, it hath 
no thoughts of yielding or giving over, notwith. 
ſtanding the powerful oppoſition that is made unto 


this principle of enmity againſt God is through the 


it both by the law and goſpel, as afterwards ſhall be 
ſhewed. | | | 


This then is a third evidence of the power of ſin 
taken from 1ts nature and properties, wherein I have 
fixed but one inftance for its illuſtration, namely, 
that it 1s enmity againſt God, and that univerſal and 
conſtant. Should we enter upon a full deſcription of 
it, it would require more ſpace and time than we have 


allotted to this whole ſubject. What hath been deli- 
vered may give us a little ſenſe of it, if it be the will 
of God, and ſlir us up unto watchfulneſs. What 


can be of a more ſad conſideration than that we 
ſhould carry about us conſtantly that which 1s enmity 
againſt God, and that not in this or that particular, 


but in all that he is, and in all wherein he hath re- 


vealed himſelf, I cannot ſay it is well with them 
who find it not. It is well with them indeed in 
whom it is weakened and the power of it abated, 
But yet for them who ſay it is“ not in them, they do 
but deceive themſelves, and there is no truth in 
them,” 5 
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"CHAP. V. 


Nature of Sin farther diſcovered, as it is 


Enmity againſt GOD. Its Averſation from 
all good, opened. Means to prevent the 
Effects of it preſcribed. 


— 


E have conſidered ſomewhat of the nanire of ; 


ne ſin, not abſolutely, but in refe- 


Power is an act of life, and operation 3s the only diſ- 
coverer of life. We know not that any thing lives, 


but by the effects and works of life. And great and 
ſtrong operations, diſcover a powerful and vigorous 
life. Such are the operations of this law of fin, 


which are all demonſtrations of its power. 


That which we have declared concernirg its na- 


ture, is, that it conſiſts in enmity. Now there are 


two general heads of the 2 or operation of en- 
| 


mity. Furſt, averſation. Secondly, oppoſition. 
Hcſt, Averſation. Our Saviour, deſcribing the en- 

mity that was between himſelf and the teachers of 

the Jews, by the effects of it, ſaith in the prophet, 


„my ſoul loatheth them, and their ſoul alſo abhor- 


red me,” Zech. xi. 8. Where there is mutual en— 
mity, there is mutual averſation, loathing, and abo- 
mination. So it was between the Jews and the 


Samaritans, they were enemies, and abhorred one 
another, John iv. 9. e e 


covery of its power. But this more 
clearly evidenceth itſelf in its actings and operations. 
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Secondly, Oppoſition, or contending againſt one 


another, is the next product of enmity ; © He was 
turned to be their enemy, and he fought againlt 
them,” Iſa. Izm. 10. ſpeaking of God towards the 
people. Where there 1s enmity, there will be fight- 
ing, it is the proper and natural product of it. Now 
both theſe effects are found in this law of fin. 


Firſt, For averſation, there is an averſation in it 


unto God, and every thing of God, as we have in 


part diſcovered in handling the enmity itſelf, and ſo 
{hall not need much to inſiſt upon it again. All in- 
diſpoſition unto duty, wherein communion with God 


is to be obtained, all wearineſs of duty, all carnality, 
or formality under duty, it all ſprings from this root, 
The wiſe man cautions us againſt this evil, When 
thou goeſt to the houſe of God, keep thy foot.” 


Eccles. v. 1. Haſt thou any ſpiritual duty to per- 


form, and doſt thou deſign the attaining any commu— 


nion with God ? look to thyſelt, take care of thy at- 
tettions, they will be gadding and windering, and 


that from their averſation to what thou haſt in hand. 
There is not any good that we would do, wherein we 


may not find this averſation exerciſing itſelf.“ When 


I would do good, evil is preſent wih me ;” at any 


time, at all times, when I would do any thing that is 


ſpiritually good, it is preſent ; that is, to hinder me, 
to obſtruct me in my duty, becauſe it abhors and 


loachs the thing which I have in hand, it will keep 


nie off from it if it be poſſible. In them in whom it 
prevails, it comes at length unto that frame which 1s 
expreſſed in the prophet Ezekiel, chap. xxxiii. 31. 


It will allow an outward bodily preſence unto the wor- 


ſhip of God, wherein it is not concerned, but it keeps 
the heart quite away. | N 
It may be ſome will pretend, they find it not ſo 
in themſelves, but they have freedom and liberty in 
and unto all the duties of obedience that they attend 
unto, But I tear, this pretended liberty will be 


IN BELIEVERS. = 4 
ſound, upon examination, to ariſe from one or both 
of theſe cauſes: Firſt, ignorance of the true ſtate 
and condition of their own ſouls, of their inward 
man and its-actings towards God. They know not 
how 1t 1s with them, and therefore are not to be be- 
lieved in what they report. They are in the dark, 
and neither know what they do, nor whither the) 
are going. It is probable the phariſee knew little 
| of this matter, which made him boaſt of his duties 
to God himſelf. Or, ſecondly, it may be whatever 
duties of worſhip or obedience ſuch perſons perform, 
they may, through want of faith, and an intereſt in 
Chriſt, have no communion with God in them. 
And if fo, fin will make but little oppoſition unto 
them therein. We ſpeak of them whoſe hearts are 
exerciſed with theſe things; and if, under their com- 
plaints of them, and groanings for deliverance from 
them, others cry out unto them, ſtand off, we are 
hoher than ye, they are willing to bear their condi- 
tion, as knowing that their way may be ſafe, though 
it be troubleſome, and being willing to ſee their own 
dangers, that they may avoid the ruin which others 
fall into. „ oe on gen 
Let us then a little conſider this averſation in ſuch 
acts of obedtence, as wherein there is no concern— 
ment but that of God and the ſoul. In public du- 
ties there may be a mixture of other conſiderations z 
they may be ſo influenced by cuſtom and neceſſity, 
that a right judgment' cannot, from them, be made 
of this matter. But let us take into conſideration, 
the duties of retirement, as private prayer and me- 
ditation, and the like; or elfe extraordinary duties, 
or duties to be performed in an extraordinary man- 
ner. | : 
Firſt, In theſe will this averſation and loathing 
oftentimes diſcover itſelf in the affettions. A ſecret 
ſtrwing will be in them about cloſe and cordial deal- 


ing with God, Unleſs the hand of God in his ſpi- 
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rit be high and ſtrong upon the ſoul, even when 


convictions, fenſe of duty, dear and real eſteem of 
God, and communion with him, have carried the 
foul into its cloſet; yet, if there be not the vigour 
and power of a ſpiritual life conſtantly at work, there 
will be a ſecret Jothneſs in them unto duty; yea, 
ſometimes there will be a violent inclination to the 
contrary ; ſo that the ſoul had rather do any thing, 
embrace any diverſion, though it wound itſelf there. 
by, than vigorouſly apply itſelf unto that, which in 
the inward man it breathes after. It is weary before 
it begins, and ſays, when will the work be over? 
here God and the ſoul are immediately concerned, 
and it is a great conqueſt to do what we would, 
3 we come exceedingly ſhort of what we ſhould 
do. 5 beg 5 . 
Secondly, It diſcovers itſelf in the mind allo, 
When we addreſs ourſelves to God in Chriſt, we 
are, as Job ſpeaks, to fill our mouths with argu: 
ments,” Job xxiii. 4. that we may be able to plead 
with him, as he calls upon us to do; Put me in 
remembrance, let us plead together, Iſa. xliii. 26, 
Whence the church is called upon to take unto. itſelf 
words, or arguments, in going to God, Hof. xiv, 2. 
The ſum is, that the mind ſhould be tuiniſhed with 
the conſiderations that are prevailing with God, and 
be in readineſs to plead them, and to manage them in 
the moſt ſpiritual manner to the beſt advantage, 
Now 1s there no difficulty to get the mind into ſuch 
a frame, as to lay out itſelf to the utmoſt in this 
work ? to be clear, ſteady, and conſtant in its duty? 
to draw out, and make uſe of its ſtores and furniture 
of promiſes and experiences? it flarts, wanders, 
flags, and all from this ſecret averſation unto com- 
munion with God, which proceeds from the law 
of indwelling ſin. Some complain that they can 
make no work of meditation, they cannot bend their 
minds unto it. I confeſs there may be a great cauſe 
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of this, in their want of a right underſtanding of the 
duty itſelf, and of the ways of managing the ſoul in it, 
which therefore I. ſhall a little ſpeak to afterwards. 
But yet this ſecret enmity hath its hand in the loſs 
they are at alſo, and that both in their minds and in 
their affections. Others are forced to hve in family 
and public duties, they find ſuch little benefit and 
ſucceſs in private. And here hath been the begin- 


ning of the apoſtaſy of many profeſſors, and the ſource 


of many fooliſh ſenſual opinions. Finding this aver- 
ſation in their minds and affections from cloſeneſs and 
conſtancy in private ſpiritual duties, not knowing how 
to conquer and prevail againſt theſe difficulties 
through him who enables us, they have at firſt been 
ſubdued to a neglect of them; firſt partial, then total; 
until having loſt all conſcience of them, they have had 
a door opened unto all fin and hcentiouſneſs, and fo 
to a full and utter apoſtaſy. I am perſuaded there 
are very few that apoſtatize from a profeſſion of any 
continuance, ſuch as our days abound with, but their 
door of entrance into the folly of back-ſhding, was 
either ſome great and notorious ſin, that bloodied 
their conſciences, tainted their affections, and in- 
tercepted all delight of having any thing more to do 
with God; orelle it was a . of neglett in pri- 
vate duties, ariſing from a wearineſs of contending 
againſt that powerful averſation which they found in 
themſelves unto them. And this alſo, through the 
craft of Satan, hath been improved into many tooliſh 


and ſenſual opinions, of living unto God without, 


and above any duties of communion. And we find, 
that after men have, for a while, choaked and blind- 
ed their conſciences with this pretence, curſed 
wickednefs, or ſenſuality, hath been the end of'their 
folly. And the reaſon of all this is, that the giving 
way to the law of fin, in the leaſt, is the giving 

ſtrength unto it: to let it alone, is to let it grow; 

not to conquer it, is to be conquered by it. 


0 
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As it is in reſpett of private, ſo it is alſo in reſpett 
of public duties, that have any thing extraordinary 
in them. What ſtrivings, ſtrugglings, and pleadings 
are there in the heart about them, eſpecially againſt 
tle ſpirituality of them. Yea, in and under them, 
will not the mind and affections ſometimes be intan. 
gled with things uncouth, new and ftrange unto 
them, ſuch as at the time of the leaſt ſerious buſi— 
neſs, a man would not deign to take into his thoughts, 
But if the leaſt looſe liberty or advantage be given 
_ unto indwelling fin, if it be not perpetually watched 
over, it will work to a ſtrange and an unexpected iſſue, 
In brief, let the ſoul rncloath any duty whatever, 
private or public, any thing that is called good; let a 
man diveſt it of all outward reſpects, which ſecretly 
inſinuate themſelves into the mind, and give it, ſome 
complacency in what it is about, but do not render 
it acceptable unto God, and he ſhall aſſuredly find 
ſomewhat of the power, and ſome of the effetts of 


this averſation. t begins in lothneſs and indiſpoſt- 


tion, goes on with intangling the mind and affettions 
with other things, and will end, if not prevented, in 
wearineſs of God, which he complains of in his peo- 
ple, Ia. xliii. 22. They ceaſed from duty, becauſe 
they were weary of Gd. 

But this inſtance being of great importance to pro- 
feſſors, in their walking with God, we mult not pals 
it over without ſome intimations or directions for 
them, in their contending againſt it, and oppolition 
to it. Only this muſt be premiſed, that I am not 
giving directions for the mortifying of indwelling 
lin in general, which is to be done alone by the ſpi- 
rit of Chriſt, by virtue of our union with him, Rom, 
viii. 13. but only of our particular duty, with refe- 
rence unto this eſpecial evil or effect of indwelling 
ſin, that we have a little inſiſted on, or what in this 
lingle caſe, the wiſdom of faith ſeems to direct unto, 
and call for ; which will be our way and courſe 1n our 
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progreſs upon the conſideration of other ellects 
of it. 3 

Firſt, The great means to prevent the fruits and 
effects of this averſation, is the conſtant keeping of 
the ſoul in an univerſally holy frame. As this weak - 
ens the whole law of fin, ſo anſwerably, all its pro- 
perties ; and particularly, this averſation. It is this 
frame only, that will enable us to ſay, with the 
Pſalmiſt, “ My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is 
fixed, Pſal. Ivn. 7. It is utterly impoſſible to keep 


the heart in a prevailing holy frame in any one 1 75 


unleſs it be ſo in and unto all and every one. It 


intanglements get hold in any one thing, they will 
put themſelves upon the ſoul in every thing. A 
conſtant even frame and temper in all duties, in all 
ways, is the only preſervative for any one way. Let 
not him who is negletttul in public, perſuade him- 
ſelf that all will he clear and eaſy in private, or on 
the contrary. There is an harmony 1 1n obedience: 
break but one part, and you interrupt the whole. 
Our wounds in particular, ariſe N from neg- 
ligence as to the whole courſe. Se David informs 
us, © Then ſhall I not be aſhamed, when I have a 
reſpeRt unto all thy commandments,” Pfal. cxix. 6. 
An univerſal reſpect to all God's commandments; 18 
the only preſervative from ſhame. And nothing 
have we more reaſon to be aſhamed of, than the 
ſhameful miſcarriages of our hearts in point of duty, 
which are from the principle before mentioned. 
Secondly, Labour to prevent the very beginnings 
of the workings of this averſation; let grace be be- 
fore hand with it in every duty. We are diretted, 
to © watch unto prayer, 1 Pet. iv. 7. and as it is 
unto prayer, ſo unto every duty; that is, to conſider 
and take care that we be not nindered from within, 
nor from without, as to a due performance of it. 
Watch againſt temptations, to oppoſe them; watch 
againſt the averſation that is in ſin, to prevent it. 
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As we are not to give place to ſatan, no more are ve 
to ſin. If it be not prevented in its firſt attempts, it 
will prevail. My meaning is, whatever good, as the 
apoſtle ſpeaks, we have to do, and find evil preſent 
with us, as we ſhall find it preſent, prevent its parly. 
ing with the ſoul, its inſinuating of PS into the 
mind and affettions, by a vigorous, holy, violent ſtir. 


| ring up of the grace, or graces, that are to be aQel 
an 


ſet at work peculiarly in that duty. Let Jacob 
come firſt into the world, or if prevented by the vio. 


lence of Eſau, let him lay hold on his heel to over. 


throw him, and obtain the burth-right. Upon the 
very firſt motion of Peter to our Saviour, crying, 
maſter, ſpare thyſelf, he immediately replies, get thee 


behind me ſatan. So ought we to lay, get thee gone, 


thou law of ſin, thou preſent evil, and it may be of 


the ſame uſe unto us. Get grace then up betimes 
unto duty, and be early in the rebukes of fin. 


Thirdly, Though it do its worſt, yet be ſure it 


never prevail to a conqueſt. Be ſure you be not 


wearied out by its pertinacy, nor driven from your 


hold by its importunity ; do not faint by its oppoli. 


tion. Take the apoſtle's advice, We deſire that 


every one of you do ſhew the ſame diligence, to 
the full aſſurance of hope unto the end; that ye 


be not flothful,” Heb. vi. 11. Still hold out in the 


ſame diligence. There are many ways whereby men 
are driven from a conſtant holy performance of duties 
all of them dangerous, if not pernicious to the ſoul, 
Some are diverted by buſineſs, ſome by company, 
ſome by the power of temptations, ſome diſcouraged 
by their own darkneſs; but none fo dangerous as 
this, when the ſoul gives over in part, or in whole, 
as wearied by the averſation of ſin unto it, or to 
communion with God in it. This argues the ſoul's 

iving up of itſelf unto the power of fin, which, un- 
Iſs the Lord break the ſnare of ſatan therein, will 
aſſuredly prove ruinous. Our Saviour's inſtruction i, 


IN BELIEVERS, 9 


we mat we ought © always to pray, and not to faint,” 
„t Luke xviii. 1. Oppoſition will ariſe, none ſo bitter 
the and keen as that from our own hearts: if we faint 
nl we periſh. Take heed leſt you be wearied,” faith 
„e apoſtle, ©* and faint in your minds.“ Heb. xii; 3. 
tne Such a fainting as 18 attended with a wearinels, and 
tir. WY that with a giving place to the averſation working in 
ted our hearts, is to be avoided, if we would not periſh. 
ob Wl The caution is the ſame with that of the ſame apoſtle, 
'0- WW © rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing 
cl. inſtant in prayer,” Rom. xi. 12. And in general 
the with that other, © let not fin therefore reign in your 
ug, mortal body, that ye ſhould obey it in the luſt thereof, 
hee chap. vi. 12. To ceaſe from duty, in part, or in 
whole, upon the averſation of fin unto its ſpirituality, is 
ol to give ſin the rule, and to obey it in the Juſt thereof. 
nes Vield not then unto it, but hold out the conflict; wait 
on God, and ye ſhall prevail + © they that wait upon 
' 1 WW the Lord ſhall renew their ſtrength, they ſhall mount | 
up with wings as eagles, they ſhall run and not be | 
our WF weary, and they ſhall walk and not faint,” Iſa. xl. 31. 
But that which is now ſo difficult, will increaſe in 
difficulty, if we give way unto it. But if we abide | 
in our ſtation, we ſhall prevail, the mouth- of the | 
5e Lord hath ſpoken it. 1s, 77 2. 
Fourthly, Carry about a conſtant humbling ſenſe 


zen of this cloſe averſation unto ſpiritualneſs, that yet 

ies lies in our nature. If men find the efficacy of it, 

ul, what ſhould, what conſideration can be more pow- 

„ ertul to bring them unto humble walking with God 7 

ged That after all the diſcoveries that God hath made 

” W of himſelf unto them, all the kindneſs they have 

" reccived from him; his doing of them good, and 

% not evil, in all things; there ſhould yet be ſuch 

sn heart of unkindneſs and unbelief, ſtill abiding, \ 

1 as to have an averſation lying in it to communion 1 

5 with him. How ought the thoughts of it to caſt us i | 
= 


uuto the duſt, to fill us with ſhame and ſelf-abhor- 
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' rence all dur days? What have we found: in Gol 
in any of our approaches: or addreſſes unto him, 
that it {ſhould be thas- with us? What iniquity 
have we found in him? Hath he been a wilder, 
neſs unto us, or a land of darkneſs? Did we eve 
loſe any ching by drawing nigh unto him ? Nay, 
hath not therein lain all the reſt and peace which 
we have obtained ? Is not he the fountain and ſpring 
of all our mercies, of all our deſirable things? Hat 
he not bid us welcome at our coming? Have we ng 
received from him more than heart can conceive, 
or tongue expreſs? What ails then our foolih 
and wretched hearts, to harbour ſuch a curſed le. 
cret-diſlike of him and his ways? Let us be aſhamel 
and aſtoniſhed at the conſideration of it, and walk 
in an bumbling ſenſe of it all our days. Let u 
carry it about with us in the molt ſecret of our 
thoughts. And as this is a duty in itſelf accept. 
able unto God, who delights to dwell with then 
that are of an humble and contrite ſpirit ; ſo i 
is of exceeding efficacy to the weakening of the 
evil we are treating of. : 

Fifthly, Labour to poſſeſs the mind with the beauy 
and excellency of ſpiritual things, that ſo they mar 
be preſented lovely and deſirable to the ſoul, and 
this curſed averſation of ſin will be weakened 
thereby. It 1s an innate acknowledged principle, 
that the ſoul of man will not keep up cheerfully 
unto the worſhip of God, unleſs it have a diſco- 
very of a beauty and comelineſs in it. Hence when 
men had loſt all im, ſenſe .and ſavour of the 
things of God, to ſupply the want that was in the 
own ſouls, they invented outwardly pompous and 
gorgeous ways of worſhip, in images, painting, 
pictures, and I know not what carnal ornaments, 
which they have called the þcauties of holine(s, 
Thus much however was diſcovered therein, tht 
the mind of man muſt ſce a beauty, a deſirablenck 
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in the things of God's worſhip, or it will not de- 


| light in it, averſation will prevail. Let then the 


ſoul labour to acquaint itſelf with the ſpiritual beaut 
of obedience, of communion with God, and of all 


| duties of immediate approach to him, that it may 


be filled with delight in them. It 1s not my pre- 
ſent work to diſcover the heads and ſprings of that 
beauty and deſirableneſe which is in ſpiritual du- 
ties, in their relation to God, the eternal ſpring of 
all beauty; to Chriſt, the love, defire, and hope 
of all nations; to the Spirit, the great beautifier of 
ſouls, rendering them by his grace all glorious 
within, in their ſuitableneſs to the fouls of men, 
as to their actings towards their laſt end, in the 
rectitude and holineſs of the rule, in attendance 
whereunto they are to be performed; but I only 
ſay at preſent in general, that to acquaint the foul 
thoroughly with thele things 1s an eminent way of 


weakening the averſation f poken of. 


* 
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char. VI. 


The Work of hiy Enmity againſt cob, by 
Way of Oppoſition. Firſt, It lug enk 
Wherein the Luſting of Sin conſiſteth. 
In ſurpriſing of the Soul; Readineſs to 
cloſe with Temptations ; Its fighting and 
warring. (1.) In Rebellion againſt the 


Law of Grace. (2. ) In aflaulting the Soul, 


| OW this enmity worketh by way of averſa- 
tion, hath been declared, as alſo the means 
that the ſoul is to uſe for the preventing of its 
effects and prevalency. The ſecond way whereby it 
exerts itſell is oppofition. Enmity will oppole and 
contend with that wherewith 1t 1s at enmity, It 18 fo 
in things natural and moral. As light and darkneſs, 
| heat and cold, ſo virtue and vice vppule each other, 
So it is with ſin and grace, ſaith the apoſtle, e theſe 
are contrary one to the Other, " avTiuelias 0 νt Gal. 
v. 17. they are placed and ſet in mutual oppoſition, 
and that continually and conſtantly, as we fhall ſce. 
Now there are two ways whereby enemies manage 
an oppoſition. Firſt, By force: and Secondly, By 
fraud and deceit. "I when the Egyptians became 
enemies to the children of IIrael, and managed an 
enm: ty againſt them, Pharaoh faid Let us deal 
wiſely,“ Exod. 1. 10. or rather, cunningly and ſubt- 
iy with this people; for fo Stephen, with reſpect to 
this word, ex prefleth 3 it by xalaoogiodjuey©', Acts vii. 19, 
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he uſed all manner of fraudulent ſophiſtry. And 
unto this deceit they added force, in their grievous op- 
reſſions. This is the way and manner of things 
where there is a prevailing enmity. And both theſe 
are made uſe of by the law of ſin, in its enmity 
againſt God, and our fouls. f 
1 ſhall begin with the firſt; or its actings as it 
were in a way of force, in an open down-right oppo- 
fition to God, and his law; or the good that a beſte. 
ing ſoul would do in obedience unto God, and his 
law. And in this whole matter, we muſt be careful 
to ſteer our courſe aright, taking the ſcripture for 
our guide, with ſpiritual reaſon and experience for 
our companions. For there are many ſhelves in our 
courſe, which muſt be diligently avoided, that none 
who conſider theſe things, be troubled without cauſe, 
or comforted without a juſt foundation. 1 
In this firſt way, whereby this fin exerts its enmity 
in oppoſition, namely, as it were by force or ſtrength, 
there are four things, expreſſing ſo many diſtinét de- 
grees in its progrels and procedure in the purſuit of its 
enmity, _ £0 | 5 
Firſt, Its general inclination, it © luſteth, Gal. 
„%%% 9 1 5 
Secondly, Its particular way of contending, it 
* fights, or wars, Rom, vii. 23. Jam. iv. 1, 1 Pet. 
11. 11. : | 
Thirdly, Its ſucceſs in this conteſt, it brings the 


ſoul into“ captivity to the law of fin,” Rom. vu. 23. 


Fourthly, Its growth and rage upon ſuccels, it 
comes up to madnels, Eccles. ix. g. as an enraged 
enemy will do. All which we mutt ſpeak to in 
order. oy | | | 


Firſt, In general, it is ſaid to luſt. The fleſh 


luſteth againlt the ſpirit,” Gal. v. 17. This word ex- 


pretieta the general nature of that oppoſition which 
the law of ſin maketh againſt God, and the rule of his 
ſpirit or grace in them that believe. And therefore 


Tf 
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the leaſt degree of that oppoſition is expreſſed hereby. 
When it doth any thing it luſteth. As becauſe burn. 
ing is the general acting of fire, whatever it doth 
elſe, it doth allo burn, When fire 8oth any thing, 
it burns: and when the law of fin doth any thing, it 
luſts. f e £1” | 
Hence all. the actings of this law of fin are called 
the luſts of the fleſh, *© Ye thall not fulfil the luſts 
of the fleſh,” Gal. v. 16. Make no proviſion for 
the fleſh, to fulfil the luſts thereof,” Rom, xiu. 14, 
Nor are theſe luſts of the fleſh thoſe only whereby 
men act their ſenſuality in riot, drunkennels, un. 
cleanneſs, and the like; but they comprehend all the 
actings of the law of ſin whatever, in all the faculties 
and affections of the ſoul. Thus we have mention of 
the deſires, or wills, or luſts of the mind, Epheſ. ii. g. 
as well as of the fleſh. The mind, the moſt ſpiritual 
part of the ſoul, hath its luſts, no leſs than the ſenſual 
appetite, which ſeems ſometimes more properly to be 
called the fleſh. And in the products of theſe luſts, 
there are defilements of the ſpirit, as well as of the 
fleſh, 2 Cor, vii. 1; that is, of the mind and under- 
landing, as well as of the appetite and affeétions, and 
the body that attends their ſervice, And in the 
blameleſneſs of all theſe, conſiſts our holinets. © The 
God of peace, ſanctify you wholly, aud I pray God 
your whole ſpirit, and ſoul, and body be preſerved 
blameleſs unto the coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,“ 
2 Thefl. v. 23, Yea, by the fleſh in this matter, the 
whole old man, or the law of fin is intended: © That 
which is born of the fleſh, is fleſh:”” John iii. b. 
that is, it is alſo, and nothing elſe. And whatever re- 
mains of the old nature in the new man, is fleth (till, 
And this fleſh lufleth ; this law of fin doth fo, which 
is the general bottom and foundation of all its oppo- 
Aitton unto God. And this it doth two ways. 5 
i.] In an hidden cloſe propenſity unto all evil. 
This hes in it habttually, While a man is in the 
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ſtate of nature, fully under the power and dominion 
of this Jaw of fin, it is ſaid, that ** every figment of 
his heart is evil, and that "continually," Gen. vi, 5. 
It can frame, faſhion, produce, or att nothing but 
what is evil: becauſe this habitual propenſity :;unto 
evil, that is in the law of fin, is abſolutely predomi- 
nant in ſuch an one, It is in the heart, like porſon, 
that hath nothing to allay its venemous qualities, aud 


ſo infetts whatever it touches. And where the power 


and dominion of it is broken, yet in its own nature, it 
hath ſtill an habitual propenſity unto that which is 
evil, wherein its luſting doth confilt 

But here we muſt diſtinguiſh between the habitual 
frame of the heart, and the natural propenlity or ha- 
hitual inclination of the law of ſin in the heart. 


The habitual inclination of the heart is denominated _ 


from the principle that bears chief or ſovereign rule 
in it: and therefore in behevers it is unto good, unto 
God, unto holineſs, unto obedience. The heart 
is not habitually mclined unto evil by the remainders 
of indwelling ſin, but this fin in the heart hath a 
conſtant habitual propenſity unto evil in itſelf, or its 
own nature. This the apoſtle intends by its being 
preſent with us; it is preſent with mie, that is, al- 
ways, and for its own end, which is to Juſt unto fin. 

It is with indwelling fin as with a river; while 
the ſprings and fountains of it are open, and waters 
are continually ſupplied unto its ſtreams, ſet a.dam 
before it, and it cauieth it to riſe and ſwell, until it 


bear down all, or overthrow the banks about it. Let 


theſe waters be abated, dried up, in ſome good mea- 
ſure, in the ſprings of thein, and the remainder may 
be checked and reſtrained. But ſtill, as long as there 
is any running water it will conitantly preſs upon 
what ſtands before it, according to its weight and 
ſtrength, becauſe it is its nature io to do. And if by 
any means it niake a paſſage, it will proceed. So is 
n with indwelling fin; while the ſprings and foun- 
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tains of it are open, in vain is it for men to ſet 2 


dam before it, by their convictions, reſolutions, vos 
and promiſes, They may check it for a while, but 
it will increaſe, riſe high, and rage at one time or 


another, until it bears down all thoſe convictions 


and reſolutions, or makes itfelf an under-ground.-paſ. 


ſage by ſome ſecrer luſt that fhall give a full vent 


unto it. But now ſuppoſe that the ſprings of it are 


much dried up by regenerating grace, the ſtreams or 


actings of it abated by holineſs; yet whilſt any thing 
remains of it, it will be preſſing conſtantly to have 
vent, to preſs forward into actual fin. And this is its 
luſling. | | | | 5 

And this habitual propenſity in it is diſcovered two 
ways. 3 | 

1. In its unexpected ſurprizals of the ſoul into 
fooliſh ſinful figments and imaginations, which it 
looked not for, nor was any occaton adminiſtered 
unto them. It is with Indwelling lin, as it is with 
the contrary principle of ſanétitying grace. I his 
gives the foul, if I may ſo ſay, many a bleſſed fur. 
prizal, It often ingenerates and brings forth an ho- 
ly ſpiritual frame in the heart and nund, when we 
have had no previous rational conſiderations to work 
them thereunto. And this manifeſts it to be an ha- 
Pitual principle prevailing in the mind: ſo we read, 
* Or ever I was aware my ſoul made me as the 
chariots of Ammi-nadib, Cant. vi. 12. that is, tree, 
willing and ready tor commumon with Chriſt. TY 


87 I knew not; it was done by the power of the 
' fpirit of grace, ſo that I took no notice of it, as it 


were, until it was done, The frequent actings of 
grace in this manner, exciting acts of faith, love, and 
complacency in God, are evidences of much firength 
and prevalency of it in the ſou]. And thus alſo it 13 


with indwelling fin ; ere the foul is aware, without 
any provocation or temptation, when it knows not, 
it is caſt into a vain and fooliſh frame, Sin produc- 
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- 
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eth its figments ſecretly to the heart, and prevents the 
mind's conſideration of what it is about. I mean 
hereby thoſe adtus promo primt, ſirſt acts of the ſoul, 


which are thus far involuntary, as that they have not 


the actual conſent of the will unto them; but are 
voluntary, as far as ſin hath its reſidence in the will. 
And thele ſurprizals, if the ſoul be not awake to take 
ſpeedy care for the prevention of their tendency, . do 
oftentimes ſet all as it were on fire, and engage the 
mind and affections into actual ſin: for as by grace 
we are oftentimes, ere we are aware, made as the 
chariots of a willing people, and are far engaged in 
heavenly-mindedneſs, and communion with Chrift, 
making ſpeed in it as in a chariot; fo by ſin are we 
oftentimes, ere we are aware, carried into diſtem- 


pered affections, fooliſh imaginations, and pleaſing 


delightfulneſs, in things that are not good nor profita- , 
bla, Hence is that caution of the apoſtle, zd . 
Gal. vi. 1. If a man be ſurpriſed unawares with 


a fault, or in a tranſgreſſion, I doubt not but the ſub- 
tilty of Satan, and the power of temptation, are there 


taken into conſideration by the apoſtle, which cauſeth 
him to expreſs a man's falling uno ſin, by sa, 7poang97, 
if he be ſurpriſed: ſo this working of indwelling ſin 
alſo hath its conſideration in it, and that. in the 
chicteſt place, without which nothing elſe could ſur- 
prize us. For without the help thereof, Whatever 
comes from without, from Satan, or the world; muſt 


admit of ſome parley in the mind, before it be receiv- 


ed; but it is from within, from ourſelves, that we 
are ſurpriſed. Hereby we are diſappointed and 


wrought over to do that which we would not, and 
| hindered from the doing of that which we would. 


Hence it is, that when the ſoul is oftentimes. do- 
ing as it were quite another thing, engaged quite up- 


on another delign, ſin ſtarts that in the heart, or 


imaginations of it, that carries it away into that 


which is evil and ſinful. Yea, to maniteſt its power, 
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fometunes when the. ſoul is ſeriouſly engaged in the 
mortification ot any fin, it will by one means or other 


| lead it away into a dalliance with that very ſin whoſe 
ruin it is ſeeking, and whoſe mortification it is engag. 
ed in. But, as there is in this operation of the law 


_ of fin, a ſpecial enticing or entangling, we hal] ſpeak 
| unto. it fully atterwards. Now thefe ſurprizals can 
| be from nothing but an habitual propenſity to evil, in 
| the principle from whence they proceed. Not an 
habitual. inchnation unto actual fin in the mind or 
heart, but an habitual propenſity unto evil in the ſin 
that is in the nind or heart. This prevents the ſoul 
with its figments. How much communion with 
God is hereby prevented, how many meditations 
are diſturbed, how much the minds and conſciences 


olf men have been defiled by this acting of lin, ſome ar 

may have obſerved. I know no greater burthen in 
the lite of a believer, than theſe involuntary ſurpri- el 
zals of foul; involuntary, I ſay, as to the actual aj 
conſent of the will, but not ſo in reſpect of that cor. n 
Tuption which is in the will, and is the principle of tl 
them. And it is in reſpett unto theſe, that the F 
apoſtle utters his complaint, Rom. vii. 24. ti 
2. This habitual inclination maniteſls itſelf in its 1 


we v 


rcadinels and promptneſs, without difpute, or alter- 
cation, to join and clole with every temptation, 
whereby it may pollbly be excited. As we know 
it is in the nature of fire to burn, becaule it imme 
diately lays hold on whatever is combullible, Let. 
any temptation whatever be propoſed unto. a man, the 
ſuitableneſs of whole matter unto his corruptions, 
or manner of its propoſal, makes it a temptation; 
immediately he hath not only to do with the tempta- 
tion, as outwardly propoled, but alſo with his own 
heart, about it. Without farther; .confideration, - or 
debate, the temptation hath-got a friend in him. Not 
a moment's ſpace is given between the propoſal, and 
the neceſſity there is bicumbent on the ſoul to look 
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to its enemy within. And this alſo argues a conſtant 
habitual propenſity unto evil. Our Saviour ſaid of 
the aſſaults and temptations 'of Satan, The prince 
of this world cometh, and he hath: no part in me,” 
John. xiv. go. He had more temptations intenſively 
and extenſively in number, quality and fercenefs, 
from Satan and the world, than ever had any of the 
ſons of men: but yet, in all of them, he had to deal 
only with that which came from without. His holy 
heart had nothing like them, nothing ſuited to 
them, or ready to give them entertainment: The 


prince of this world had nothing in him.” 80 it 


was with Adam; when a temptation befel him, he had 
only the outward propoſal of it to look unto, all was 
well within, until the outward temptation took place, 
and prevailed. With us it is not flo © © 
In a city that is at unity in itſelf, compact and 
entire, without diviſions and parties, if an enemy 
approach about it, the rulers and inhabitants have 
no thoughts at all, but only how they may oppoſe 
the enemy without, and reſiſt him in his approaches. 
But if the city be divided in itſelf, if there be fac- 
tions and traitors within, the very firſt thing they do, 
is to look to the enemies at home, the traitors with 
in; to cut off the head of Sheba, it they will be 
ſate. All was well with Adam within doors, where 
Satan came, ſo that he had nothing to do but to look 
to his aſſaults and approaches. But now, ow the ac- 
ceſs of any temptation, the font is inſtantly to look 
in, where it ſhall find this traitor at work, cloſing 
with the baits of Satan, and ſtealing away the heart. 
And this it doth always, which evinceth an habitual 


inclination. David ſays, 1 am ready to halt,“ 


Pf. xx xViit. 17 Or, for halting; 91 v0 * oo Lam 
prepared and diſpoſed unto hallucination, to the flip- 


ping of my foot into fin, Plat. Xxxxviii. 16. as he ex- 


ounds the meaning of that phraſe in another place, 
ſal, IXxiii. 2, 3. There was, from indwelling fin, 
= D 3 | 
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a continual diſpoſition” in him to be ſlipping, ſtumb. 
ling, halting, on every occaſion, or temptation. There 
is nothing ſo vain, fooliſh, ridiculous, fond; nothing 
fo vile and abominable, nothing ſo atheiſtical or exe. 
crable, but if it be propoſed unto the ſoul in a way of 
temptation, there is that in this law of fin which is 
ready to anſwer it, before it be decried by grace, 
And this is the firſt thing in this luſting of the law of 
Jin, it conſiſts in its habitual propenſity unto evil, ma- 
nifeſling itſelf by the involuntary ſurprizals of the 
ſou] unto fin, and its readineſs, without diſpute or 
conſideration, to join with all temptations whatſoever, 
(2. Its luſting conſiſts in its actual preſſing after 
that Which is evil, and actual oppoſition unto that 
which is good. The former inſtances ſhewed its 
conſtant readineſs to this work, this now treats of 
the work itſelf, It is not only ready, but for the moſt 
part always engaged, It luſteth, ſaith the Holy 
Ghoſt, it doth ſo continually. It ſtirreth, in the 
ſoul, by one act or other, conſtantly, almoſt as the 
ſpirits in the blood, or the blood in 1 veins. This 
the apoſtle calls its tempting, © Every man is tempt- 
ed of his own luſt,” Jam. i. 14. Now what is it to 
be tempted? It is to have that propoſed to a man's con- 
ſideration, which, if he choſe witha], it is evil, it is 
fin unto him. This is ſin's trade; , it luſteth. It is 
raiſing up in the heart, and propoſing unto the 
mind and affections, that which is evil; trying, as it 
were, whether the ſoul will cloſe with its Rae, 
tions, or how far it may carry them on, though it 
do not wholly prevail. Now when ſuch a tempta- 
tion comes from without, it is unto the ſoul an in— 
different thing, neither good nor evil, unleſs it be 
con ſented unto. But the very propoſal from within, 
it being the ſoul's own att, is its ſin. And this is 
the work of the law of fin; it is reſtleſly and con- 
tinually raiſing up, and propoſing innumerable va- 
rious forms and appearances of evil, in this or that 
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kind, indeed in every kind, that the nature of man 
is capable to exerciſe corruption in. Something or 
other, in matter, or manner, or circumſtance, inor- 
dinate, unſpiritual, unanſwerable unto the rule, it 
hatcheth and propoſeth unto the foul. And this 
ower of ſin to beget figments and ideas of actual 
evil in the heart, the apoſtle may have reſpect unto, 
ard avis eIdes So A, 1 Theſſ. v. 22. Keep your- 
ſelves from every evil figment or idea of ſin in the 
heart; for the word there uſed doth not any where, 
ſignify an outward form or appearance; neither is it 
the appearance of evil, but an evil idea or figment that 
is intended. And this luſting of ſin, is that which the 
prophet expreſſeth in wicked men, in whom the law 
of it is predominant, The wicked are like the 
troubled ſea, when it cannot reſt, whoſe waters 
caſt up mire and dirt,” Iſa. Ivii. 20. A ſimilitude, 
moſt lively expreſſing the luſtings of the law of fin, 
reſtleſly and continually bubbling up in the heart, 
with wicked, fooliſh, and filthy imaginations and de- 
ſires, This then is the firſt thing in the oppoſition 
that this enmity makes to God, namely, in its general. 
inclination: it luſteth. Tf bg 
Secondly, There is its particular way of contend. 
ing, it fights or wars; that is, it acts with. ftrength' 
and violence, as men do in war. Firſt, It luſts; ſtir- 


Ting and moving inordinate figments in the mind, de- 


ſires in the appetite and the affections, propoſing them 
to the will. But it reſts not there, it cannot reſt; it 
urgeth, preſſeth and Le its propoſals with ear- 
neſtneſs, ſtrength and vigour, aghting, and contend. 
ing, and warring to obtain its end and purpoſe. 
Would it merely ſtir up and propoſe things to the 
ſoul, and immediately acquieſce in the ſentence and 
judgment of the 2721 that the thing is evil, againſt 
God, and his will, and not farther to be inſiſted on, 
much ſin might be e that is now produced. 
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But it reſts not here, it proceeds to carry on its deſign, 
and that with earneſtneſs and contention. By this 
means, wicked. men. inflame themſelves, Iſa. lvii, 
5. They are ſelf.inflamers, as the word ſigni fies, 
unto fur ;, every ſpark. is cheriſhed in them, until 
it grows into a flame; and ſo it will do in others, 
Where it is fo. cheriſhed. e „„ 

Now this fighting, or warring of fin, conſiſts in two 
things. i ; 
[i.] In its rebellion againſt grace, or the law of 
the mind. . 1 ae 6 

2.] In its aſſaulting the ſoul, contending for rule 
and ſovereignty over it. 

Ihe firſt is thus expreſſed by the apoſtle, © I find,” 
ſaith he,“ another law, avl:\paleoeroy To vu Th voos we," 
rebelling againſt the law of my mind, Rom. vii. 2g. 
There are, it ſeems, two laws in us, the law of the 
fleſh, or of ſin; and the law of the mind, or of grace. 


But contrary laws cannot both obtain ſovereign pow- 


er over the ſame perſon, at the ſame time. The ſove. 
reign power in believers, is the hand of the law of 
grace; ſo the apoſtle declares, © I delight in the law 
of God in the inward man,“ ver, 22, Obedience 
unto this law is performed with delight and compla- 
cency in the inward man, becauſe its authority is 
lawful and good. So more expreſly,“ For ſin ſhall 
not have dominion over you, for ye are not under 
the law but under grace,“ chap. vi. 14. Now 
to war againſt the Jaw that hath a juſt ſovereignty, 1s 
to rebel; and ſo ailspalredar ſignifies; it is to rebel, 
and ought to have been ſo tranſlated, rebelling againſt 
the law of my mind. And this rebellion conſiſts in 
a ſtubborn, obſtinate oppoſition unto the commands 
and directions of the law of grace. Doth the law of 
the mind command any thing as duty? doth it ſevere- 
ly riſe up againſt any thing that is evil? When the 
luſting of the law of fin riſes up to this degree, it 


contends againſt obedicnce with alt its might, the ct-' 
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{c& whereof, as the apoſtle tells us, is, the doing of 
that which we would not, and the not doing that which 


| we would, Rom. vii. 15.16. And we may gather 
| a notable inſtance of the power of fin, in this its re- 
| bellion, from this place. The law of grace prevails 
upon the will, ſo that it would do that which is good. 
„% To will is preſent with me,“ ver. 18. when I 
would do good,” ver. 19. And again, And I would 
not do evil, ver. 21. And it prevails upon the un- 
derſtanding, ſo that it approves, or diſapproves, ac- 
cording to the dictates of the law of grace : © I con- 
ſent unto the law that it is good,” ver. 16. The 


judgment always lies on the ſide of grace. It prevails 
alſo on the affections: “ I delight in the law of God 
in the inward man,“ ver. 22. Now if this be ſo, 
that grace hath the ſovereign power in the'underſtand- 


| ing, will, and affections, whence is it that it doth not 


always prevail, that we do not always do that which 


we would, and abſtain from that which we would 


not ? Is it not ſtrange, that a man ſhould not do that 
which he chuſeth, willeth, liketh, delighteth in? 
Is there any thing more required to enable us unto that 
which is good The law of grace doth all, as much 


as can be expected from it, that which in itſelf is 


abundantly ſufficient for the perfecting of all holineſs 


in the fear of the Lord. But here hes the difficulty, 
in the entangling oppoſition that is made by the rebel- 
lion of this law of ſin. Neither is it expreſſible, with 
what vigour and variety ſin acts itſelf in this matter. 


Sometimes it propoſeth diverſions, ſometimes it cauſ- 
eth eee 

ſometimes it ſtirs up contrary affections, ſometimes it 
begets prejudices, and one way or other entangles the 
ſoul, ſo that it never ſuffers grace to have an abſolute 
| and complete ſucceſs in any duty. To xalpy4G3a: rd da 
| 3x t/oxw, Rom, vii. 18. 1 find not the way perfectl7 
to work out or accompliſh that which is good; fo the 
| word ſigniſies ;and that from this oppoſition and reſiſt- 


, ſometimes it finds out difficulties, 
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ance, that is made by the law of fin. Now this rebellion 
appears in two things. yy 
I. In the oppofition that it makes unto the general 
- Purpoſe and courſe of the foul. | 
2, In the oppoſition that it makes unto particular 
duties e 
1. In the oppoſition it makes to the general purpoſe 
and courſe of the foul. There 1s none in whoin is the 
ſpirit of Chriſt, that is his, but it is his general deſign 
and purpoſe, to walk in an univerſal conformity unto 
him, 1n all things. Even from the inward frame of 
the heart, to the whole compaſs of his outward actions, 
ſo it is with im. This Cod requires in his cove- 
nant, Walk before me, and be thou perfect,“ Gen. 
xvii, 1. Accordingly, his deſign is to walk before 
God, and his frame is fincerity and uprightneſs 
therein. This is called,“ cleaving to the Lord with 
purpoſe of heart; Acts. xi. 23. that is, in all 
things, and that not with a ſlothful, dead, ineffectual 
- purpoſe, but ſuch as is operative, and ſets the whole 
ſoul at work in purſuit of it. This the apoſtle ſets 
forth, when he ſays, * Not as though I had already 
attained, either were already perfect: but I follow 
after, if that I may apprehend that for which allo 
2m apprehended of Chriſt Jeſus. Brethren, I count 
not myſelt to have apprehended, but this one thing! 
do, forgetting thoſe things which are behind, and 
reaching forth unto thoſe things which are before, | 
preſs toward the mark for the prize of the high calling 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus,” Phil. iii, 12, 13, 14. He 
uſeth three words, excellently expreſſing the ſoul's 
uniyerſal purſuit of this purpoſe of heart in cleaving 


unto God. Firſt, ſaith he, 9,44w,* 1 follow after,” proſe-· 


cute; the word ſignifies properly to perſecute, which, 
with what earneſtneſs and diligence it is uſually done, 
we know. Secondly, s , I reach forward, 
reaching with great intenſeneſs of ſpirit and affections. 
It is a great and conſtant endeavour that is expreſſed 


| ciple and purpoſe of the ſoul. And a 


| of this law of lin, 
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in that word. Thirdly, r nd did, te Tpreſs towards 


the mark,” that is, even as men that are running for 


a prize. All ſet forth the vigour, earneſtneſs, dili- 
gence and conſtancy that is uſed in the purſuit of this 
purpoſe, And this the nature of the principle of 


| grace requireth in them in whom it is. But yet we 
| Fe with what failings, yea, fallings, their purſuit of 

this courſe is attended. The frame of the heart is 
changed, the heart is ſtolen away, the affections en- 
tangled, eruptions of unbelief and diſtempered paſ- 
ſions diſcovered, carnal wiſdom, with all his attend- 


ants, ſet on work; all contrary to the Ree prin- 
1 


the rebellion of this law of fin, ſtirring up and pro- 


| voking the heart unto diſobedience. The prophet 


gives this charatter of hypocrites, © Their heart 1s 


divided, therefore ſhall they be found faulty,” Hoſ. 


x. 2. Now though this be wholly fo, in reſpett of the 


mind and judgment in hypocrites only, yet it is par- 


| tially ſo in the beſt, in the ſenſe deſcribed, They 
| have a diviſion, not of the heart, but in the heart; and 


thence it is that they are ſo often found faulty, So 
faith the apoſtle, © So that we cannot do the things 


that we would,” Gal. v. 17. We cannot accom- 


| N the W of cloſe walking, according to the 


aw of grace, becauſe of the contrariety and rebellion 


2. It rebels alſo in reſpe& unto particular duties. 
It raiſeth a combuſtion in the ſoul, againſt the par- 
ticular commands and deſignings of the law of grace; 


| © You cannot do the things that you would ;”* that 

| 1s, the duties which you judge incumbent on you, 
| which you approve and delight in, in the inward 
man; you cannot do them as you would, Take an 
| inſtance in prayer. A man addreſſeth himſelf unto 
| that duty, he would not only perform it, but he 


would perform it in that manner that the nature of 
the duty, and his own condition do require. He 


this is from 
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would pray in the ſpirit, fervently, with ſighs and 
groans that cannot be uttered ; in faith, with love 
and delight, pouring forth his ſoul unto the Lord: 
this he aims at, Now oftentimes he ſhall find a re. 
bellion, a fighting of the law of ſin in this matter, 
He ſhall find it difficult to get any thing done, who 
thought to do all things. I do not ſay, that it is 
thus always, but it is ſo when ſin wars and rebels, 
which expreſſeth an eſpecial acting of its power, 
Woful intanglements do poor creatures oftentimes 
meet withal upon this account. Inſtead of that free 
inlarged communion with God that they aim at, 
the beſt that their ſouls arrive unto, is but to go 
away mourning for their folly, deadneſs and indi. 
poſition, In a word, there 1s no command of the 
law of grace, that is known, liked of, and appro- 
ved by the foul; but when it comes to be obſerved, 
this law of ſin, one way or other, makes head and 
rebels againſt it. And this is the firſt way of its 
fighting. e EEG | 
I.] It doth not only rebel and reſiſt, but it al- 
ſaults the ſoul; it ſets upon the law of the mind 
and grace, which 1s the ſecond part of its warring. 
Erpalevorizs xaſa rig ,, they fight, or war againſt 
the ſoul,” 1 Pet. ii. 1 1. ETpalevaviai ty Tiks H tn," they 
fight, or war, in your members,” Jam. iv, 1. Petes 
ſhews what they oppoſe and fight againſt, namely, 
the ſoul, and the Jaw of grace therein ; James, what 
they fight with, or by, namely, the members, or the 
corruption that is in our mortal bodies. *Arhspartve3ai 18 
to rebel againſt a ſuperior ; S) 12 to aſſault or 
war for ſuperiority. It takes the part of an aſſailant as 
well as of a reſiſter. It makes attempts for rule and 


| war and fig 


5 LO NGgiey, as well as oppoſeth the rule of grace. 


Now hting hath ſomewhat of violence 


in it, and there is, therefore, ſome violence in that 


acting of ſin which the ſcripture calls fighting and 
warring, And this aſſailing efficacy of fin, as diſlin- 
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guiſhed from its rebelling, before treated of, conſiſts 
un theſe things that enſuee n 2 pIED 
1, All its poſitive attings in ſtitring up unto ſin, 
belong to this head. Oftentimes, by the vanity of 
the mind, or the ſenſuality of the affections, or the 
| folly of the imaginations, it fets upon tlie ſoul then 
when the law of grace is not actually putting it on 
duty, ſo that therein it doth not rebel, but aſſault. 
Hence the apoſtle cries out, Who ſhall deliver 
es me from it,“ Rom. vu. 24. who ſhall reſcue me out 
ce ol its hand, as the word ſignifies. When we purſue an 
at, enemy, and he reſiſts us, we do not cry out, who 
go ſhall deliver us, for we are the aſlailants ; but, 
if. who ſhall reſcue me, is the cry of one who is ſet 
he upon by an enemy. So it is here; a man is aſſault- 
o- ed by his own luſts, as James ſpeaks. By the way- 
ed, WF fide, in his employment, under a duty, fin ſets upon 
nd Wl the foul with vain imaginations, fooliſh defires, and 
is would willingly employ the ſoul to make proviſion 
for its ſatistfaction: which the apoſtle cautions us againſt, 
al. Rom. xut. 14, rs cf TEWHLY n ei IE 215 imibopins, 
ind Do not accompliſh the providence, or projection, of 


ng. che fleſh, for its own ſatisfaction. 
inst 2. Iis importunity and urgency ſeem to be noted 
iey in this expreſhon of its warring. Enemies in war 
ter are reſtleſs, preſſing and importunate. So is the law 
lv, Wot fin. Doth it ſet upon the ſoul ? caſt off its mo- 
hat tions, it returns again; rebuke them by the power 
the ok grace, they withdraw for awhile, and return 
is again. Set before them the croſs of Chriſt, they 
t or Wo as thoſe that came to take him; at the fight of him 
t as hey went backwards, and fell unto the ground, but 
they aroſe again and laid hands on him. Sin gives 
place for a ' ſeaſon, but returns and preſſeth on the 


nce {Wioul again. Mind it of the love of God in Chriſt, 
that chough it be ftricken, yet it gives not over. Preſent 
and iel fire unto it, it rutheth into the midſt of thole 

lin - ames. Reproach it with its folly and madneſs, it 
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knows no ſhame, but preſſeth on fill. Let thy 
thoughts of the mind ſtrive to fly from it, it fol. 
lows as on the wings of the wind. And by this in. 
portunity it wearies and wears out the ſoul, andi 
the great remedy, Rom. viii. 19. come not timely, i 
revails to a conqueſt, There is nothing more imat. 
vellous nor dreadful in the working of ſin, than this 
of its importunity. The ſoul knows not what t 
make of it; it diſlikes, abhors, abominates the evi] i 
| tends unto, it deſpiſeth the thoughts of it, hates then 
as hell, and yet is by itſelf impoted on with them, a 
it it were another perſon, an expreſs enemy got with. 
in him. All this the apoſtle diſcovers, © The things 
that I do I hate; Rom, vii. 15, 17. It is not of out. 
ward actions, but the inward rifings of the mind, tha 
he treats. I hate them, ſays he, I abominate them, 
But why then will he have any thing more to do vi 
them? It he hate them, and abhor himſelf for them, 
let them alone, have no more to do with them, and {y 
end the matter. Alas, ſaith he, It is no more! 
that do it, but un that dwelleth in me, Rom. vii, 17, 
J have one within me that is my enemy, that wich 
endleſs reſtleſs importunity puts theſe things upon me, 
even the things that I hate and abominate ; I cannot 
be rid of them, I am weary of myſelf, I cannot iy 
from them; © O wretched man that I am, who 
ſhall deliver me?“ I do not ſay that this is the 
ordinary condition of believers, but thus it is oſten 
when this law of fin riſeta up to war and fighting 
It is not thus with them in refpett ot particular {ins 
this or that fin, outward fins, ſins of life or conver 
ſation; but yet, in reſipett of vanity of mind, |: 
ward and ſpiritual diſtempers, it is often ſo. Sone, 
I know, pretend to great perfection, but I am ie. 
folved to believe the apoſtle before them all and eve 
one. e New Nw Figs | | 
g. It carries on its war, by entangling of the aft 
tions, and drawing them into a combination “ 


6 * 
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C paint the mind. Let grace be enthroned in the 
mind and judgment, yet, if the Jaw of fin Jays hold 
upon, and entangles the affections, or any of them, 
Fit hath gotten a fort, from whence it continually 
Jaſſaults the foul. Hence the great duty of mortifi- 
cation, is chiefly directed to take place upon the at- 
ſections; Mortify therefore your members which 


L ordinate affection, concupiſcence and covetouinets, 
TE de ae 55 
which is idolatry,” Col. iii. 5. The members that 
„are upon the earth, are our affections. For in the 
db. outward part of the body, fin is not ſeated: in par- 
1 WW ticular, not covetouſneſs, which 1s there enumerated 


ut to be mortified amongſt our members that are on 


hat WF the carth. Lea, after grace hath taken poſfeion of 
en, WW the ſoul, the affethons do become the principal ſeat 


of the remainders of fin; And therefore Paul faith, 


en, WF that this law is in our members, Rom. vii. 23. and 
James, that it wars in our members: Jam. iv. 1. 
1 is, Our aflections. And there is no eitimate to be 


7. taken of the work of mortification aright, but by the 


vl WF afſe tions, We may every Cay ſee perſons of very 
me, WF eminent light, that yet viſtbly have unmortified hearts 
mot and converſations. Their affettions have not been 
is WM crucified with Chriſt. Now then, when this law of 
wo Wi fin can poſſeſs any affection, whatever it be, love, de- 
the light, fear, it will make, from it and by it, fearful 


lien I afaults upon the ſoul. * For inſtance, hath it got 


ung the love of any one entangled with the world, or 
ln the things of it, © the luſt of the fleſh, the luſts of 
vel. the eye, or the pride of life:“ How will it take 
1. advantage, on every occafion, to break in upon the 
"ne, op foul. It fhall do nothing, attempt nothing, be in no 
ie. place, or company, perform no duty, private or pub- 
ve lic, but fin wil have one blow or other at it; it will 
de one way or other ſoliciting for itſelf. 
ec. This is the ſum of what we ſhall offer unto this 
1 * ating of the law of ſin, in a way of fighting and 


\ 


[are upon the earth, fornication, uncleanneſs, in- 


[ 
! 
' 
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warring againſt our ſouls, which is ſo often men. 
tioned in the ſcripture. And a due conſideration gf 
it is of no ſmall advantage unto us, eſpecially 9 
bring us unto ſelf-abaſement, to teach us to walk 
_ humbly and mournfully before God. There ar 
two things that are ſuited to humble the ſouls gf 
men. And they are, Firſt, A due conſideration a 
God, and then of themſelves. Of God, in his 
Greatneſs, Glory, Holineſs, Power, Majeſty ant 
Authority; of ourſelves, in our mean, abjett, and 
ſinful condition, Now of all things in our condi. 
tion, there is nothing fo ſuited unto this end and 
purpoſe, as that which lies before us; namely, the 
vile remainders of enmity againſt God, which ar 
yet in our hearts and natures. And it is no {mall 
evidence of a gracious foul, when it is willing to 
ſearch itſelf in this matter, and to be helped therem 
from a word of truth. When it 1s willing that the 
word ſhould dive into the ſecret parts of the hear, 
and rip open whatever of evi] and corruption ties 
therein. The prophet ſays of Ephraim, “ He loved 
to tread out the corn; Hoſ. x. 11. he loved to 
work when he might eat, to have always the corn be. 
tore him; but God ſays, he would cauſe him to 
plough ; a labor no leſs needful, though at preſent 
not ſo delightful. Moſt men love to hear of the 
doctrine of grace, of the pardon of fin, of free love, 
and ſuppoſe they find food therein; however, it is e. 
vident that they grow and thrive in the life and no- 
tion of them. But to be breaking up the fallov 
ground of their hearts, to be inquiring after the weed 
and briars that grow in them, they delight not 
much; though this be no leſs neceſſary than the other. 
This path is not ſo beaten as that of grace, nor ſo tro 
in, though it be the only way to come to a true Know. 
ledge of grace itſelf. It may be, ſome who are wile 
and grown in other truths, may yet be ſo little ſkilled 
in ſearching their own hearts, that they may be {ou 


* 
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in the perception and underſtanding of theſe things. 
But this ſloth and neglett is to be ſhaken off, if we 
have any regard unto our own ſouls. It is more 
than probable, that many a falſe hypocrite, who 
have deceived themſelves as well as others, becauſe 


0 they thought the doctrine of the goſpel pleaſed them, 
and therefore ſuppoſed they believed it, might be de- 
Ii lirered from their ſoul-ruining deceits, if they would 


diligently apply themſelves unto this ſearch of their 
down hearts. Or would other profeſſors walk with fo 
4 much boldneſs and ſecurity as ſome do, if they con- 
nd fidered aright what a deadly watchful enemy they 
th. WF continually carry about with them, and in them? 
ae Would they ſo much indulge, as they do, carnal 
all MW joy's, and pleaſures ; or purſue their periſhing affairs 
o WW with ſo much delight and greedineſs as they do? It 
ein WW were io be wiſhed, that we would all apply our hearts 
the more to this work, even to come to a true under— 
an, Witanding of the nature, power and ſubtiſty of this 
lies our adverſary, that our Gats may be humbled; and 
ved that, EE | | 7 | | | 5 
10 Firſt, In walking with God : his delight is with 
he. W the humble and contrite ones, thoſe that tremble at 
o his word, the mourners in Zion, ang ſuch are we, 
ent only when we have a due ſenſe of our own vile con- 
the dition. This will beget reverence of God, ſenſe of 
ve, Jour diſtance from him, admiration of his grace and 
; e- MW condeſcenſion, a due valuation of mercy, far above 
no: thoſe light, verbal, airy attainments that ſome have 


ow We boaſted of. | 


ehh Secondly, In walking with others: It lays in pro- 
Vision to prevent thoſe, great evils of judging, fpiri- 


er, tual unmercifulnels, harſh cenſuring, wluch I have 
rod N obſerved to have been pretended by many, who at the 
W. lame time, as afterwards hath appeared, ,have been 
riſe N guilty of greater or worſe crimes than thoſe. which 
ed Ley have raved againſt in others. This, I ſay, will 
er kad us to meekeſs, compallion, readinels to forgive, 


wards conlidered. 
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to paſs by offences, even when we ſhall conſide 
what is our ſtate, as the apoſtle plainly d:-Lres, Gy, 


vi. 1. The man that underſtands the evil ot his own 


he irt, how vile it is, is the only uſeful, fruitful, and h. 
lidiy believing and obedient perſon. Others are ft 
only to delude themſelves, to diſquiet families 
churches, and all relations whatever. Let us then 
conſider our hearts wiſely, and then go and ſee if t 
can be proud of our gifts, our graces, our valuation 
and eſleem among profeſſors, our enjoyments. Lt 
us go then and judge, condemn, reproach others that 
have been tempted, we ſhall find a great inconſiſtenq 
in theſe things. And many things of the like nature 


might be here added, upon the conſideration of thi 
_ wotul eſſect of indwelling fin. The way of op- 


poling and defeating its delign herein ſhall be after 


CHAP, vn. 


The captivating Power of Indwelling Sin 


wherein it conſiſteth. The Prevalency of 
Sin, when from itlelf, when from Temp- 
tation. The Rage and Madneſs that is 10 
Sin. e 


RY HE third thing aſſigned unto this law of fn 


in its oppolition to God, and the law of hi 
grace, 1s *that it leads the ſoul captive, © I find 1 
Jaw leading me captive (captivating me) unto the 
law of ſin,” Rom. vii. 29, And this is the utmol 
height which the apoſtle in that place carries the op- 
poſition and warring of the remainders of indwelling 
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fin unto ; cloſing the conſideration of it with a com- 
Maint of the ſtate and condition of believers thereby ; 
and an earneſt prayer for deliverance from it. O 
Tetched man that I am, who {hall deliver me from 
this body of death.” W hat is contained in this ex- 
preſſion, and intended by it, ſhall be declared in the 
coſuing oblervations. | 
[1.] It is not direttly the power and attings of 
the law of fin that are here exprelſed, but its ſucceſs 
in and upon its attings. But luccels is the greateſt 
evidence of power, and leading Captive in war, is the 
height of ſucceſs. None can aim at greater ſucceſs, 
ire han ro lead their enemies captive. And 1t 18 a pe— 
this Wſeuliar expreſſion, in the ſcripture, of great ſucceſs. 
op- o the Lord Curiſt, on his victory over Satan, is 
ter. aid to have led captivity captive,” Epheſ. iv. 8. 
That is, to conquer him, who had conquered and 
brevailed over others. And this be did, when by 
death he © deitroyed him that had the power of death, 
at is the devil, Heb. ii. 14. Here then a great 
prevalency and power of Gn, in its warring « gainſt. 
the ſoul, is diſcovered. It ſo wars, as to lead captive; 
which, had it not great power, it could not do, eſpe. 
ally againlt that reſiſlauce of the ſoul, winch is in- 
Sin, Neluded in this expreſſion, 
of .] It is ſaid, that it leads the ſoul captive unto 
the law of ſin. Not to this or that tin, particular 
lin, actual ſin, but to the law of lin. God; tor the 
moll part, ordereth things fo, and gives out fich 
Iupplies of grace unto believers, as that they thall 
vt be made a prey unto this or that particular hin, 


fin lat 4t ihould prevail in them, and compel them to 
hs rv it in the luſts thereof, that 11 ſhould have domi- 
adi on over them, that they {ſhould be captives and 
„ tees unto it. This is that which David prays fo 


rueſtly againſt, & Cleanſe thou me from lecret 
aults: keep back thy ſervant alſo from preſump- 
was fins, let them not have dominion over me, 


ing mercy, which he prays for. This, 


70 OF INDWELLING SIN 


then ſhall I be upright,” Pſal. xix. 12, 13. He ſuppol, 
eth the continuance of the law of fin in him, ver. 12. 
which will bring forth errors of life; and ſecret fin; 
againſt which he findeth relief inpardoning and clean. 
ir faith he, wil 
be my condition. But for fins of pride and boldneß 
fuch as all ſins are that get dominion in a man, tha 


make a captive of a man, the Lord reſtrain thy ſervan 
from them. For what fin ſoever gets ſuch power in 


a man, be it in its own nature ſmall or great, it be. 
comes, in him in whom it is, a {in of boldneſs, pride 
and preſumption. For theſe things are not reckonel 


from the nature or kind of the ſin, but ſrom its Pre. 
valency and cuſtomarineſs, wherein its pride, bold. 


neſs, and contempt of God doth conſiſt. To the 
ſame puapoſe, if I miſtake not, prays Jabez, *0 


that thou wouldſt bleſs me indeed, and enlarge my 


coaſt, and that thine hand may be with me, and 


that thou wouldft keep me from evil, that it may not 


grieve me,” 1 Chro. iv. 10. The holy man took OCCa. 
tron from his own name to pray againſt ſin, that that 
might not be a grief and forrow to him, by its porer 
and prevalency. I contels, ſometimes it may come 
to this with a believer, that for a ſeaſon he may be 
led captive by ſome particular fin. It may have ſo 
much prevalency in him, as to have power over him. 
S0 it ſeems to have been with David when he lay fh 
long in his fin without repentance, And was plainly 
10 with thoſe of whom God ſpeaks in the prophet, 


For the iniquity of his covetouſneſs was I rod, 


and {mote him, I hid me, and was wroth, and he 


went On eee in the way of his heart; I hae 
ſeen his ways, and will heal him,“ Iſa. Iii. 17, 18. 


Ws bey continued under the power ol their Covetoul- 


neſs : ſo that no dealings of God with thein, tor b 
long a time could reclaun them. But, tor the mol 
part, when any luſt or fin doth fo prevail, it is from 
the advantage and furtherance that it hath got by ſour 


in the nature of the ſinner, or is ac 


— ͤ anger 
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powerful temptation of Satan. He hath poiſoned it, 
enflamed it, and entangled the ſoul. So the apoſtle, 
ſpeaking of ſuch as through ſin were fallen off from 


their holineſs, ſays, They were in che ſnare of the. 


devil, being taken captive by him at his will,“ 


2 Tim. ii. 26. Though it were their own luſts that. 
they ſerved, yet they were brought into bondage there- 


unto, by being entangled in ſome ſnare of Satan, and 
thence they are ſaid to be taken alive, as a poor beaſt 
in a toil. 2 


And here, by the way, we may a little inquire, 


whether the prevailing power of a particular ſin in 
any, be from itſelt, or from the influence of tempta- 
tion upon it; concerning which, at preſent take only 
theſe two oblervations. | | | 


1. Much of the prevalency of ſin upon the ſoul, 


is certainly from Satan, when the perplexing and 
| captivating ſin hath no peculiar looting, nor advan- 
tage in the nature, conſtitution, or condition of the 


inner. When any luſt grows high and prevailing, 


more than others, upon its own account, it is from 


the peculiar advantape that it hath in the natural 
con{litution, or the ſtation, or condition of the per- 
fon in the world. For otherwiſe the Jaw of {in gives 
1 equal propenſity unto all evil, an equal vigour 


unto every luſt. Waen, therefore, it cannot be 


diſcerned, that the captivating fin is erte fixed 
lvantaged from 
his education or employment in the world, the pre— 


| valency of it is peculiarly from Satan. He hath got 


to the root of it, and hatli given it poiſon and ſtrength. 
Yea, perhaps ſometimes that which may ſeem to the 


| foul to be the corrupt luſting o the heart, is nothing 
| but Satan's impoſing his ſuggeſtions on the unagina- 


tion. It then a man find an importunate rage from 


| any corruption, that is not evidently feated in Jus na- 
dure, tet him, as the Papilts ſay, croſs himſelf, or 


. 
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fly by faith to the croſs of Chriſt, for the devil iz 
nigh at hand. © Tere | 

2. When a luſt is prevalent unto captivity, where 
it brings in no advantage to the fleſh, it is from Sa. 
tan. All that the law of ſin doth of itſelf, 1s to ſerve 


the providence of the fleſh; Rom. xm. 14. and it 


muſt bring in unto it ſomewhat of the profits and 
pleaſures that are its object. Now if the prevailing 
{in do not ſo act itſelf, it it be more ſpiritual and in. 


ward, it is much from Satan by the imagination, more 
than the corruption of the heart itfelf. But this 
by the way. p 


1 fay then, that the apoſtle treats not here of our 


being captivated unto this or that ſin, but unto the 


law of ſin. That is, we are compelled to bear its 


_ preſence and burden whether we will or no. Some. 


times the ſoul thinks, or hopes, that 1t may, through 
grace, be utterly freed from this troubleſome inmate. 
Upon ſome ſweet enjoyment of God, ſome full ſup. 
ply of grace, ſome return from wandering, ſome 
deep affliction, ſome thorough humiliation, the poor 
ſoul begins to hope that it ſhall now be treed trom 
the law of fin. But, after a while, it perceives that 
it is quite otherwiſe. Sin acts again, makes good its 
old lation, and the ſoul finds that, whether it will or 
no, it mult bear its yoke. This makes it ſigh and 
cry out for deliverance, 

g.] This leading captive, argues a prevalency 


againſt the renitency or contrary actings of the will. 


This is intimated plainly in this expreſſion, name- 


ly, that the will oppoſeth, and makes head as i 


were, againſt the working of ſin. This the apoltle 
declares in thoſe expreſſions which he uſes in the 
15. 19, 20 verſes. And herein conſiſts the luſting ol 
the ſpirit againſt the fleſh, Gal. v. 17. that is, the 
contending of grace to expel and ſubdue it. The ſpin: 
wal habits of grace that are in the will, do ſo reſiſt and 
act againſt it; and the excitation of thoſe habits h) 
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the ſpirit are directed to the ſame purpoſe, This 
leading captive is contrary, I ſay, to the inclinations 


and attings of the renewed will, No man is made 
a captive but againſt his will. Captivity is miſery 
and trouble, and no man wilhngly puts himſelf into 
trouble. Men chuſe it in its cauſes, and in the ways 
and means leading unto it, but not in itſelf. So the 
prophet informs us,“ Ephraim was not willingly 
oppreſſed and broken in judgment,” Hoſ.\v. 11, that 
was his miſery and trouble; but he willingly walked 
after the commandment of the idolatrous kings, which 


| brought him thereunto. Whatever conſent then the 
ſoul may give unto ſin, which is the means of this 
captivity, it gives none to the captivity 1tfelt ; that is 


againſt the will wholly, Hence theſe things enſue. 


1. That the power of fin is great: which is that 
which we are in the demonſtration of: and this ap- 


pears in its prevalency unto captivity, againſt the 
o__ and contendings of the will for liberty from 
it. Had it no oppoſition made unto it, or were 


its adverſary weak, negligent, flothtul, it were no 
great evidence of its power, that it made captives. 


ut its prevailing againſt diligence, activity, watchtul- 
nels, the conſtant renitency of the will; this evinceth 
its efficacy. | e | 

2, This leading captive intimates manifold par. 
ticular ſucceſſes. Had it not ſuccels in particular, it 
could not be ſaid at all to lead captive. Rebel it 


might, afſail it might, but it cannot be ſaid to lead 


captive without ſome ſucceſſes. And there are ſeve- 
ral degrees of the ſuccefs of the la of fin in the ſoul. 


Sometimes it carries the perſon unto outward actual 
lin, which is its utmoſt aim. Sometimes it obtaineth 
the conſent of the will, but is caſt out by grace, 


and proceeds no further, Sometimes it wearies and 
eitangles the ſoul, that it turns aſide as it were, and 
eaves contending, which is a ſucceſs alſo. One, or 
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more, or all of theſe muſt be, where captivity takes 
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place. Such a kind of courſe doth the apoſtle aſeribe 
unto covetouſneſs, 1 Tim. vi. 9. 
3. This leading captive maniteſts this condition to 
be ; miſerable and wretched, To be thus yoked and 
dealt withal againſt the judgment of the mind, the 
choice and conſent of the will, its utmoſt ftrivinox 
and contendings, how ſad is it? When the neck 1; 
lore and tender with former preſſures, to be compe]. 
led to bear the yoke again, this pierces, this grieve, 
this even breaks the heart. When the ſoul is prin. 


cipled by grace unto a loathing of ſin, of every evil. 


way, tv an hatred of the leaſt diſcrepancy between 
itſelf and the holy will of God, then to be impoſed 
on by this law of fin, with all that enmity and tolly, 
that deadneſs and filth, wherewith it is e 
what more dreadful condition? All captivity is dread- 
ful in its own nature: the greateſt aggravation of it 
is from the condition of the tyrant unto whom any 
is captivated, Now what can be worſe than this 
law of ſin ? Hence the apoſtle, having once mention- 
ed this captivity, cries out as one quite weary and 
ready ta lanto ver. 24.0 hn 8 | 
4. This condition is peculiar to believers, Unre- 
- generate men are not ſaid to be led captive to the 
law of ſin. They may, indeed, be led captive unto 
this or that particular ſin or corruption; that is, they 
may be forced to ſerve it againſt the power of ther 
convictions. They are convinced of the evil of it; 
an adulterer of his uncleanneſs, a drunkard of his abo- 
mmation ; and make ſome reſolutions, it may be, 2. 
gainſt it; but theer luſt is too hard for them, they 
cannot ceaſe to ſin, and ſo are made captives or ſlaves 
to this or that particular ſin. But they cannot be 
faid to be led captive to the law of ſin, and that be- 
cauſe they are willingly ſubject thereunto. It hath, 
as it were, a rightful dominion. over them, and they 
oppoſe it not, but only when it hath irruptions to 
the diſturbance of their conſciences. And then the 
_ oppolition they make unto it is not from their wills, 


\ 
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but is the mere acting of an affrighted confcience, 
and a convinced mind. They regard not the nature 
of lin, but its guilt and conſequences. , But to be 
brought into at A is that which befalls a man 
againſt his will. Which 1s all that ſhall be ſpoken 
unto this degree of the attings of the power of fin, 
manifeſting itſelf in its ſucceſs.” 7777 ont 


The fourth and laſt degree of the oppoſition made 
by the law of fin to God, and the law of his will 
and grace, is in its rage and madneſs, There is 
madneſs in its nature.“ The heart of the ſons 
of men is full of evil, and madneſs is in their 
heart, Eccles. ix. g. The evil that the heart of man 
is full of by nature, is that indwelling fin whereof we 
ſpeak. And this is ſo in their heart, that it riſeth 
up unto madneſs. The Holy Ghoſt exprefleth this 
rage of fin by a fit ſimilitude, which he uſeth in 


' ſundry places, Jer. ii. 24. It maketh men as a wild 


aſs : ſhe traverſeth her ways, and ſnuffeth up the wind, 
and runneth whither her mind or luſt leads her. And 
he ſaith of 1dolaters, enraged with their luſts, that they 
are mad upon their idols, Jer, v. 38. Hof. viii. 9. 
We may a little conſider what lies in this madneſs an 
rage of ſin, and how it ri ſeth up thereunttdo. 
| 1.] For the nature of it, it ſeems to conſiſt in a vio- 
lent, heady, pertinacious preſſing unto evil or ſin. 


Violence, importunity and pertinacy are in it. It is 


the tearing and torturing of the ſoul by any fin, to 
force its conſent, and to obtain fatisfattion. It rifeth 
up in the heart, is denied by the law of grace, and 
rebuked; it returns and exerts its poiſon again; the 
foul is ſtartled, cafls it off, it returns again with new 
violence and importunity; the ſoul cries out for help 
and deliverance, looks round about to all ſprings vt 
goſpel grace and relief, trembles at the furious affaults 
ot lin, and caſts itfelt into the arms of Chriſt for de- 
liverance, Aud if it be not able to take that courſe, 


1 ͤ —ͤ— — — oo 


OY , 


78 orf INDWELLING SIN 


it is foiled, and hurried up and down, through the it 1 
' mire and filth of fooliſh imaginations, corrupt and a ſt 
noiſome luſts, which rend and tear it, as it they anc 
would devour its whole ſpiritual - life and power, ol. 
1 Tim. vi. 9. 10. 2. Pet. il. 14. It was not much o- tire 
therwiſe with them whom we inſtanced before, Ifa, Wh 
Iii. 17. they had an inflamed inraged Juſt working in wl 
them; even covetouſneſs, or the love of this world; 110 
by which, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, men © pierce them. ſta 
Jelves through with many ſorrows.” God is angry 5 
with them, and diſcovereth his wrath by all the ways me 
and means that it was poſſible for them to be made at 
ſenfible thereof, He was wroth and ſmote them; its 
but though, it may be, this ſtaggered them a little, lo 
yet they went on. He is angry, and hides himſelf W * 
from them; deſerts them as to his gracious, aſſiſting, jt 
comforting preſence. Doth this work the effect? fu 
No, they go on frowardly ſtill, as men mad on their te 
covetouſneſs. Nothing can put a ſtop to their raging th 
Tuits, This is plain madneſs and fury, We need not ſc 
ſeek far for inſtances; we ſee men mad on their luſts a 
every day; and, which is the worſt kind of madneſs, 11 
their luſts do not rage ſo much in them, as they rage f 
in the purſuit of them. Are thoſe greedy purſuits of u 
things in the world, which we ſee ſome men engaged P 
in, though they have other pretences, indeed any C 
«thing elſe but plain madneſs in the purſuit of their b 
Iuſts? God, who ſearcheth the hearts of men, knows n 
that the moſt of things that are done, with other pre. t 
tences in the world, are nothing but the actings of @ 
men, mad and furious in the purſuit of their luſts. : 
[2.] That fin ariſeth not unto this height ordina- 1 
rily, but when it bath got a double advantage. 
1. That it be provoked, enraged and heightencd 

by ſome great temptation. Though it be a poiſon in 1 
itlelf, yet being inbred in nature, it grows not vio- 


lently outragious, without the contribution of ſome 
new poiſon of Satan unto it, in a ſuitable temptation, 


by 
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{t was the advantage that Satan got againſt David, by 
a ſuitable temptation, that nr po laſts to that rage 
and madneſs; which it went forth unto in the buſinels 
ol. Bathſheba and Uriah. Though ſuv be always a 
fre in the bones, yet it flames not, unleſs Satan come 
with his bellows to blow it up. And let any one, in 


whom the law of ſin ariſeth to this height of rage, ſe- 


riouſly conſider, and he may find out where the devil 
ſtands and puts in, in this buſineſs. 

2. It muſt be advantaged by ſome former entertain- 
ment and prevalency. Sin grows not to this height 
at its firſt aſſault. Had it not been ſuffered to make 
its entrance, had there not been ſome yielding 1n the 
ſoul, this bad not come about. The great wiſdom 
and ſecurity of the ſoul in dealing with Indwelling- 
fin, is to put a violent ſtop unto its beginnings, its 
firſt motions and actings. ron all on the firſt at- 
tempt. Die rather than yield one ftep unto it. if, 
through the deceit of ſin, or the negligence of the 
ſoul, or its carnal confidence. to give bounds to the 
acting of luſt at other ſeaſons; it makes any entrance 
into the foul, and finds any entertainment, it gets 
ſtrength and power, and inſenſibly ariſeth to the frame 
under conſideration. Thou hadſt never had the ex- 


perience of the fury of ſin, if thou hadſt not been 


content with ſome of its dalliances. Hadſt thou not 
brought up this ſervant, this flave, delicately, it would 
not have now preſumed beyond a ſon, Now when 
the law of fin, in any particular, hath got this double 
advantage, the furtherance of a vigorous temptation, 
and {ome prevalency formerly obtained, whereby it 
is let into tlie ſtrengths of the ſoul, it often riſech 
om to this frame whereot we ſpeak. 
[3.] We may fee what accompanies dn m 6 and 
madneſs, what are the Properties of it, what ak 


produceth, _ 


1. There is in it the caſting off, for a time at leaſt, 


ol the yoke, rule and een of the ſpirit and law 
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of grace. Where grace hath the dominion, it wil 
never utterly” be expelled from its throne, it will 
ſtill keep its right and fovereignty, But its influ. 
ences may, for a ſeaſon, be intercepted, and its govern. 
ment  be' ſuſpended, by the power of in. Can we 
think that the law ot grace had any actual influence 
of rule on the heart ot David, when, upon the pro- 
vocation received from Nabal, he was fo hurried with 


the deſire of ſeif-revenge, that he cried to his com. 


panions, gird on your {words, and reſolved not to 
leave alive one man of his whole houſehold ? 1 Sam, 
xxv. 34. Or that Aſa was in any better frame when 
he ſmote the prophet, and put him in priſon, that 
tpake unto him in the name of the Lord, 2 Chron, 
Xvi. 10. Sin, in this caſe, is like an untamed horle, 


which having firſt caſt off his rider, runs away with 


ferceneſs and rage. It firſts caſls off a preſent ſenſe 
ot the yoke of Chriſt, and the law of his grace, and 
then hurries the ſoul at its pleaſure, Let us a little 
conſider how'this19-done. oe 3H TS 

The ſeat and reſidence of grace is in the whole 
foul > it is the inner man, it is in the mind, the will, 


and the affections; for the whole ſoul is renewed by 


it unto the image of God, Eph. iv. 23, 24. And the 
whole man is a new: creature, 2 Cor. v. 16. And 
in all theſe doth it exert its power and efficacy. Its 
rule and dominion 1s the purſuit of its effettual work- 
ing in all the faculties of the foul, as they are 
one united principle of moral and ſpiritual operations. 


So then, the interrupting of its exerciſe, of its rule and 


power, by the law of fin, muſt conſiſt in its contrary 


acting in and upon the faculties and affections of the 
ſoul, whereon, and by which, grace thould' exert 168 


power and efficacy. And this it doth. It darkens 


the mind, partly through innumerable vain prejudices, 


| O | 
and falſe reaſonings, as we {hall fee when we come to 


conſider its deceitfulneſs; and partly through the 


teaming of the affections, heated with the noiſonæ 
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luſts that have laid hold on them. Hence that ſav- 
ing light that is in the mind is clouded and ſtifled, 
that it cannot put forth its transforming power, 
to change the ſoul” into the likeneſs of Chriſt diſco- 
vered unto it, which is its proper work, Rom, xii. 2. 
The habitual inclination of the will to obedience, 
which is the next way of the working of the law ot 
grace, is firſt weakened, then caſt aſide, and rendered 
uſeleſs by the continual ſolicitations of fin and tempta- 
tion; ſo that the will firſt lets go its hold, and diſputes 
whether it ſhall yield or no; and, at laſt, gives up 
tlelf to its adverſary ; and for the affections, common- 
ly the beginning of this evil is in them. They croſs 
one another, and torture the ſou] with their impetuous 
violence. By this way is the rule of the law of grace 
intercepted by the law of ſin, even by impoſing upon 
it in the whole ſeat of its government. When this is 
done, it is ſad work that ſin will make in the foul. 
The apoſtle warns believers to take heed. hereof : 
Let not ſin therefore reign in your mortal bodies, 
that you ſhould obey it in the luſts thereof,“ Rom. 
vi. 12. Look to it tliat it get not the dominion, that 
u uſurp not rule, no not for a moment. It will la- 
bour to intrude itſelf into the throne, watch againſt it, 
or a wotul ſlate and condition lies at the-door. This 
then accompanies this rage and madneſs of the law of 
lin, It caſts off, during its prevalency, the rule of tl e 
law of grace wholly, It ſpeaks in the ſoul, but is not 
heard; it commands the contrary, but is not obeyed. 
It cries out, do not tlus abominable thing which the 
Lord hateth, but is not regarded; that is, not ſo far as 
to be able to put a preſent ſtop to the rage of fin, and 
to recover its own rule, which God, in his own time, 
reſtores to it, by the power of his ſpirit dwelling 
WU or older | 
2. Madneſs, or. rage is accompanied with fearleſ- 
nels and contempt of danger. It takes away the 
power of - conſideration, 3 all that influence that 
E 3 2 | 
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are of two ſorts. 
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it ought to have upon the ſoul, Hence ſinners that 
are wholly under the power of this rage, are faid, to 
run upon God, and the thick boſſes of his buck. 
ler,” Job. xvi: 21. that wherein he is armed for 


their utter ruin. They deſpiſe the utmoſt that he can 
do to them, being ſecretly reſolved to accompliſh their 
luſts, though it coſt them their fouls. Some few 


conſiderations will farther clear this unto us. 


( (1.) Oftentimes, when the ſoul is broken looſe 


from the power of renewing grace, God deals with 
it to keep it within bounds by preventing grace. 80 
the Lord declares that he will deal with Ifrae] : Hol, 
11. 6. ſeeing thou haſt rejected me, I will take another 
courſe with thee; I will lay obſtacles before thee, 
that thou fhalt not be able to paſs on, whither the 
fury of thy luſts would drive thee. He will oppoſe 
that to them from without, that ſhall obſtru& them in 


their Pe HS f * 


(2.) Theſe hmderances that God lays in the way 
of finners, as ſhall be afterwards at large declared, 


Firſt, Rational confiderations, taken from the con- 


ſequence of the fin and evil that the ſoul is ſolicited 


unto, and perplexed withal. Such are the fear of 
death, judgment, and hell, falling into the hands 
of the living God, who is a conſuming fire. Whilſt 
a man is under the power of the law of the ſpirit of 
lite, the © love of Chriſt conſtraineth him,“ 2 Cor, 


V. 14. The principal of his doing good, and ab- 
N 


ſtaining from evil, is faith workin love, accom- 
panied with a following of Chri becknls of the 
{weet ſavour of his name. But now, when this bleſſed 
eaſy yoke is for a ſeaſon caſt off, ſo as was manifeſted 
before, God ſets an hedpe of terror before the 


foul, minds it of death and judgment to come, flaſhes 


the flames of hell-fire in the face, fills the ſoul with 
conſiderations of all the evil conſequence of fin, to 


ueter it from its purpoſe, To this end doth he make 
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aſe of all the threatenings recorded in the law and 
che goſpel. To this head, alſo, may be referred all 
the conſideration that may be taken from things tem- 
ral, as ſhame, reproach, ſcandal, puniſhments, 
and the like. By the conſideration of theſe things, I 
lay, doth God ſet an hedge before them. 
Secondly, Providential diſpenſations : te uſed by 
the Lord to the ſame purpoſe, and theſe are of two 
„ VVV = 
1. Such as are ſuited to work upon the ſoul, and 
to cauſe it to deſiſt and give over in its luſtings and 
purſuit of fin. Such are afflictions and mercies, 
„J was wroth, and I ſmote them,” Iſa. Ivii. 17. 
| teſtified my diſlike of their ways by afflictions, Ho, - 
ji. 9, 11, 12. * God chaſtens men with pains on 
their bodies, ſaith he, in Job, to turn them from 
their purpoſe, and to hide fin from them,” Job, 
xXX111. 17, 19. And other ways he hath to come to 
them and touch them, as in their names, relations, 
eſtates and deſirable things. Or elſe he heaps mer- 
cies on them, that they may conſider whom they are 
rebelling againſt. It may be, ſignal diſtinguiſhing 
mercies are made their portion for many days. 4 
2. Such as actually Taba the ſoul from purſuing 
fin, though it be reſolved ſo to do. The various 
ways/ whereby God doth this, we muſt afterwards 


confider. i ,; 


Theſe are the ways, I ſay, whereby the ſoul is 
dealt withal, after the law of DE lice ſin hath 
caſt off, for a ſeaſon,. the influencing power of the 
law of grace. But now, when luſt — up to rage 
or madneſs, it will alſo contemn all theſe, even the 
rod and him that hath: appointed it. It will ruſh on 
ſhame, reproaches, wrath, and whatever may befall 
it, That is, though they be preſented unto it, it 
will venture upon them all. | madneſs is 
tearleſs, And this it doth two ways. 


Puri, It poſleſſetb the mind, that it ſuffers not the 
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confidiration of dete things to dwell upon it, but 
renders the thoughts of them flight and evanid, 
Or it the mind do force itſelf to a contemplation of 
them, yet it interpoſeth between it and the affec. 


tions, that they ſhall not be influenced by it, in any 


proportion to-what 1s required. * 'The foul, in ſuch 
a condition, will be able to take ſuch things into 
contemplation, and not at all to be moved by them, 
And where they do prevail for a ſeaſon, yet they are 
infenſibly wrought off from the heart again. 

Secondly, By ſecret ſtubborn reſolves to venture all 
1 8 the way wherein it is. 

And this is the ſecond branch if this * 1 of 


the power of ſin, taken from the oppoſition that it 
makes to the law of grace, as it were by the way 


ot force, ſtrength and violence. The conlideration of 
its deceit doth now follow. 


CHAP. VIII. 


Indwelling Sin proved powerſul from its 


Deceit. Proved to be deceitful. The 
general Nature of Deceit. James i. 14. 
opened. How the Mind is drawn off from 
its Duty by the Deceitfulneſs of Sin. The 
principle Duties of the Mind in our Obedi- 

ence. The Ways and Means ere It 
is turned from it. 


T ſecond part of the evidence of the power 


of ſin from its manner of operation, is taken 
from its deceitfulneſs. It adds, in its working de- 
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ceit unto power. The efficacy of that muſt needs 


be great, and is carefully to be watched againſt, by 
all ſuch as value their ſouls, where power and deceit. 
are combined; eſpecially advantaged and aſſiſted by 
all the ways and means before inſiſted on. | 


Before we come to ſhew wherein the nature of 
this deceitfulneſs of fin doth conſiſt, and how it pre- 


| yaileth thereby, ſome teſtimonies ſhall be briefly 


given in unto the thang itſelt, and ſome light into 
the general nature of it. 7 9 
That ſin, indwelling fin, is deceitful, we have 
the expreſs teſtimony of the Holy Ghoſt : © Take 
heed that ye be not hardened by the deceitfulneſs of 
fin,” Heb. iii. 13. Deceitful it is, take heed of it, 
watch againſt it, or it will produce its utmoſt effect, in 
hardening of the heart againſt God. It 1s on the 
account of ſin, that the heart is ſaid to be deceittul 
above all things,” Jer. xvi. 9. Take a man in other 
things, and, as Job ſpeaks, though he © would be 
„wife and crafty, he is like the wild aſſes colt, Job. 
xi. 12. a poor, vain, empty nothing. But conſider 
his heart, on the account of this law of fin, it is crafty 
and deceitful above all things. They are wile 
to do evil,“ ſaith the prophet, ** but to do good they 
have no knowledge,” Jer. iv. 22. To the wo pur- 
poſe ſpeaks the apoſtle, The old man is corrupt, 
according to deceitful luſts, Ephel. iv. 22. Every 
juſt, which is a branch of this law of ſin, is deceitful; 
and where there is poiſon in every ſtream, the fountain 
muſt needs be corrupt. No particular luſt hath any 
deceit in it, but what is communicated unto it from 
this fountain of all actual luſt, this law of ſin. And 
the coming of the man of ſin, is ſaid to be in and 
with the“ deceivableneſs of unrighteouſneſs, 2 Theſl. 
ii. 10. Unrighteouſneſs is a thing generally decried 
and evil ſpoken of amongſt men, ſo that it is not 
ealy to conceive how any man ſhould avail himſelf of a 
reputation thereby. But there is a deceivableneſs in 
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| it, whereby the minds of men are turned aſide from a 
| due conſideration of it ; as we ſhall manifeſt after. 
wards. And thus the account which the apoſtle 
: given concerning thoſe who are under the power of 
in, is, that they are deceived, Tit. iii. g. And the 
life of evil men is nothing but deceiving and being de- 
ceived, 2 Tim. iii. 13. So that we have ſufficient 


: : | K 4 : ter 
teſtimony given unto this qualification of the enem See 
with whom we have to deal, he is deceitful; which 
conſideration, of all things, puts the mind of man to a us 


loſs in dealing with an adverſary. He knows he can tak 


have no prey againſt one that is deceitful, but in vi. 
ſtanding upon his own guard and defence all his wh 
days. 57 3 5 int 
Farther to manifeſt the ſtrength and advantage la 


that ſin hath by its deceit, we may obſerve, that 
the ſcripture places it, for the moſt part, as the head br 
and ſpring of every lin, even as if there were no fin 
followed after, but where deceit went before. So 
the reaſon the apoſtle gives why Adam, though he D 
was firſt formed, was not firſt in the tranſgreſſions, 
is, becauſe he was not firſt deceived, 1 Tim. ii. 12. 
The woman, though made laſt, yet being firſt deceiv- 
ed, was firſt in the ſin. Even that firſt fin began in | 
deceit, and, until the mind was deceived, the ſoul was 


| ſafe. Eve therefore did truly - expreſs. the, maner, MM. 
3 though ſhe did it not to a good end; The ſerpent 5 
1 beguiled me, ſaid ſne, and I did eat,” Gen. iii. 1g. af 
She thought to extenuate her own crime, by charging tl 
the ſerpent. And this was a new fruit of the ſin ſhe N 
| had caſt herſelf into. But the matter of fact was true, 1 
| ſhe was beguiled before ſhe eat; deceit went before 4 
| the tranſgreſſion. And the apoſtle ſhews, that fin and p 
Satan flill take the fame courſe, 2 Cor. xi. g. t 
4 There is, faith he, the ſame way of working towards F 
| actual fin, as was of old; beguiling, decerving goes ; 
before, and fin, that is, the actual accompliſhment of 


| it, followeth after. Hence all the great works that 1 
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the devil doth in the world, to ſtir men up to an oppo- 
ſition to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt and his kingdom, he 
doth them by deceit. The devil, who deceiveth the 
whole world,” Rev. x11. 9. It were utterly impoſſible 
men ſhould be prevailed on to abide in his Ferview! 
afting his deſigns to their eternal, and ſometimes their 
temporal ruin, were they not exceedingly deceived. 
See chap. xx. BAS TOR . 
Hence are thoſe manifold cautions that are given 
us to take heed, that we be not deceived, if we would 
take heed that we do not ſin, Epheſ. v. 6. 1 Cor. 
vi. 9. XV. 33. Gal. vi. 7. Luke xxi. 8. From all 
which we may learn the influence that deceit hath 
into ſin, and conſequently the advantage that the 
law of fin hath to put forth its power, by its deceitful- 
neſs. Where it prevails to deceive, it fails not to 
. .... 9952305 00230565 
The ground of this efficacy of ſin, by deceit, is 
taken from the faculty of the ſoul affected with it. 
Deceit properly affects the mind; it is the mind that 
is deceived. hen ſin attempts any other way of 
entrance into the foul,”as by the affections, the mind, 
retaining its right and ſovereignty, is able to give 
check and controul unto it. But where the mind is 
tainted, the prevalency muſt be great: for the mind, 
or underſtanding, is the leading faculty of the ſoul, 
and what that fixes on, the will and affections ruſh 
after, being capable of no conſideration but what 
that preſents unto them. Hence it is that though 
the entanglement of the affections unto ſin, be oft- 
times moſt troubleſome, yet the deceit of the mind is 
always moſt dangerous; and that becaiſe of the 
place it e po 1n the ſoul, as unto all. its opera- 
tions. Its office is to guide, direct, chuſe and lead; 
and if the light that is in us be darkneſs, how great 
JJJVCCCFFC C - HH 26 
And this will farther appear, if we conſider the 
nature of deceit in general. It conſiſts in preſenting. 
unto the foul, or mind, things otherwiſe than they 
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are, either in their nature, cauſes, effects, or pre. 
lent reipett unto the ſoul. This is the general na. 
ture of deceit, and it prevails many ways. It hides 
what ought to be ſcen and conſidered, conceals cir. 
cumſtances and conſequences, preſents what is not, or 
things as they are not, as we fhall afterwards maniſeſt 
in particular. It was ſhewed before, that Satan be. 
2 and deceived our firſt parents; that term the 
oly Ghoſt gives unto his temptation and. ſeduttion, 
And how he did deceive them, the ſcripture relates, 
Gen. iii. 4. 5. He did it by repreſenting things 
otherwiſe than they were. The fruit was Febrable 
that was apparent unto the eye. Hence Satan takes 
advantage ſecretly to inſinuate, that it was merely 
an Mo Mate, of their happineſs that God aimed 
at, in forbidding them to eat of it. That it was fora 
trial of their obedience, that certain, though not 
immediate ruin would enſue upon the eating of it, 
he hides from them; only he propoſeth the preſent 
advantage of knowledge, and ſo preſents the whole 
caſe quite otherwiſe unto them than indeed it was, 
This is the nature of deceit ; it is a repreſentation 
of a matter under diſguiſes, hiding that which is 
undeſirable, propoſing that which indeed is not in it, 
that the mind may make a falſe judgment of it. $0 
Jacob deccived Iſaac by his brother's raiment, and 
the ſkins on his hands and neck. 16 1 EEO 5 
Again, deceit hath advantage by that way of ma- 
nagement which is inſeparable from it. It is always 
carried on by degrees, by little and little, that the 
whole of the deſign and aim in hand, be not at once 
diſcovered. So dealt Satan in that great deceit before 
mentioned; he proceeded in it by ſteps, and de- 
grees. Firſt, He takes off an objection, and tells 
them they ſhall not die; then propoſeth the good o 
knowledge to them, and their being like to God 
thereby. To hide and conceal ends, to proceed by 
| ſteps and degrees, to make uſe of what is obtaincd, 
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and thence. to preſs on to farther effects, is the true 
nature of deceit. Stephen tells the Jews, that the king 
of Egypt dealt ſubtilely, or deceitfully with their 
kindred, Acts vii. 19. How he did it we may fee,” 
Exod. i. He did not at firſt fall to killing and ſlaying 
of them, but ſays, ver. 10. come, let us deal wiſely? 
beginning to oppreſs them. This brings forty their 
bondage, ver. 11. Having got this ground to make 
them flaves, he proceeds to deſtray their children, 
ver. 16. He fell not on them all at once, but by 
degrees. And this may ſuffice to ſhew in general, 
that ſin is deceitful, and the advantages that it hath 
eb ß; -9s 1 e, ee at 

For the way, and manner, and progreſs of ſin, in 
working by deceit, we have it fully expreſſed by the 
apoſtle James: © Every man is tempted when he is 
drawn away of his own luſt, and enticed. Then, 
when luſt hath conceived, it bringeth forth ſin: and 
lin, when it is finiſhed, bringeth forth death, Jam. 
i. 14, 13. This place, declaring the whole of what 
we aim at in this matter, muſt be particularly inſiſted 
oh; | OTE 1 
In the foregoing verſe, the apoſtle manifeſts that 
men are willing to drive the old trade which our 
firſt parents, at the entrance of ſin, ſet up withal ; 
namely, of excuſing themſelves in their fin, and caſt- 
ing the occaſion and blame of them on others. It is 
not, ſay they, from themſelves, their own nature and 
inclinations, their own deſignings, that they have 
committed ſuch and ſuch evils, but merely from their 
temptations. And if they know not where to fix the 
evil of thoſe temptations, they will lay them on God 
himſelf, rather than go without an extenuation of 
their guilt. This evil, in the hearts of men, the 
apollle rebuketli:“ Let no man ſay, when he is 
tempted; I am tempted of God; for God cannot be 
tempted of evil, neither tempteth he any man, ver. 
13. And to ſhew the juſlnels of this reproof, in 
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the words mentioned, he diſcovers the true cauſes of 
the rife and whole progreſs of ſin; maniteſting, that 
the whole guilt of it lies upon the ſinner, and that 
the whole puniſhment of it, if not graciouſly pre. 
vented, will be his lot alſo. _ 11 
We have, therefore, as was ſaid, in theſe words, 
the whole progreſs of luſt, or Indwelling-Sm; by the 
way of ſubtilty, fraud, and deceit, expreſſed and li. 


mitted by the Holy Ghoſt. And, from hence, we 


thall manifeſt the particular ways and means whereby 


it puts forth its power and efficacy in the heart of 


men by deceitfulneſs and ſubtilty; and we may ob. 


lerve in the words, 


Firſt, the utmoſt end aimed at in all the actings 


of ſin, or the tendency of it in its own nature, and 


that is death: Sin, when it is finiſhed, bringeth 


forth death,” the everlaſting death of the ſinner, 
Pretend what it will, this is the end it aims at, and 
tends unto, Hiding of ends and deſigns, is the prin. 
cipal property of deceit. This {in doth to the utmoſt}; 
other things innumerable it pleads, but not once de- 
clares that it aims at the death, the everlaſting dezth 


of the ſoul. And a fixed apprehenſion of this end of 
every lin, is a bleſſed means to prevent its prevalency 


in its way of deceit or beguiling. 


Secondly, the general way of its acting towards 
that end, 1s, by temptation: * Every man 1s tempted 


of Ins own luft.“ I propoſe not to ſpeak in general 
of the nature of temptations, it belongs not unto our 


preſent purpoſe, and beſides, I have done it elle- 


where, It may ſuffice at preſent to obſerve, that the 


hte of temptation lies in deceit. So that in the buſi- 


neſs of ſin, to be effectually tempted, and to be be- 


guiled or deceived, are the ſame. Thus it was 1n the 
firſt temptation, it is every where called, the ſerpent 
beguiling, or deceiving, as was manifeſted before: 


„The {ſerpent beguiled Eve,” that is, prevailed by 
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his temptations upon her. So that every man is 
tempted, that is, every man is beguiled, or deceived, 
by his own luſt, or Indwelling-ſin, which we have 
otten declared to be the fame. THURS HORTR. HH: 

The degrees whereby ſin proceedeth in this work 
of tempting or deceiving, are five. For we ſhewed 
before, that this belongs to the nature of deceit, that 


| it works by degrees, making its advantage by one ſtep 


to gain another, ER #4 M065 $529 
The firſt of theſe conſiſts in drawing off, or draw. 
ing away; “ Every man is tempted when he is drawn 
away of his own luſt.” 4d ; | 'S 
The ſecond is in enticing; © And is enticed,” “T 
The third, in the conception of ſin: When luſt 
hath conceived ;*” when the heart is enticed, then 
luſt conceives in it. | 11 


The fourth is, the bringing forth of fin in its ac- 


tual accompliſhment ; © When luſt hath conceived, 
it brings forth ſin.” In all which, there is a ſecret 
alluſion to an adulterous deviation from conjugal du- 
ties, and conceiving, or bringing forth children of 
whoredom and fornication,  _ 3 
The fifth is, the“ finiſhing of ſin,“ the compleat. 
ing of it, the filling up the meaſure of it, whereby 
the end originally deſigned by luſt, is brought about: 
„Sin, when it is finiſhed, bringeth forth death.” 
As luſt conceiving, naturally and neceſſarily bringeth 
torth fin ; ſo fin, finiſhed, infallibly procureth eter. 
nal deatng. 52 . N 
The firſt of theſe relates to the mind; that drawn 
off, or drawn away by the deceit of ſin. The ſecond 
unto the affettions; they are enticed or entangled. 
The third to the will, wherein fin is conceived; the 
conſent of the will being the formal conception of 
actual ſin. The fourth to the converſation, wherein 
im is brought forth; it exerts itſelf in the lives and 
courſes of men. The fifth reſpects an obdurate courſe 
in linning, that finiſheth, conſummates, and ſhuts up 


tu 


believers, in this matter, doth lie. 
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the whole work of ſin, whereon enſues death, 9 
eternal ruin. 5 55 

I ſhall principally conſider the three firſt, wherein 
the main ſtrength of the deceit of fin doth lie, and 


that, becauſe in believers, whoſe ſtate and condition 


is principally propoſed. to conſideration, God is 
N or the moſt part, graciouſly te prevent ihe 
fourth inſtance, or the bringing forth of actual ſins in 
their. converſations: and the laſt, always and wholly, 
or their being obdurate 1n courſe of fin, to the finiſh. 
ng of it. What ways God, in his grace and faith. 

neſs, makes uſes of to ſlifle the conceptions of ſig 
in the womb, and to hinder its actual production in 
the lives of men, muſt afterwards be ſpoken unty, 


The firſt three inſtances, then, we. ſhall inſiſt upon 


fully, as thoſe wherein the principal concernment of 
The firſt thing which ſin is ſaid to do, working in 
a way of deceit, is to draw away, or to draw oll: 


' whence a man is ſaid to be drawn off, or drawn away 
and diverted, namely, from attending unto that courle 


of obedience and holineſs, which, in oppoſition un- 


to ſin, and the law thereof, he is bound with dil. 


gence to attend unto. | : 4 | 
Now it is the mind that this effect of the deceit of 
ſin is wrought upon. The mind, or underſtanding, 
as we have ſhewn, 1s the guiding, condutting taculty 
of the foul; it goes betorg in diſcerning, , judging, 


and determining to make the way of moral actions 


fair and ſmooth to the will and affettions. It is 1 
the ſoul, what Moles told his father-in-law that he 


might be to the people in the wilderneſs, * as eyes to 


guide them, and keep them from wandering in that 
deſolate place.“ It is the cye of the ſoul, without 
whoſe guidance the will and affections would perpe— 
tually wander in the wilderneſs of this world, ac- 
cording as any objett, with an appearance of pte. 
{ent good, did offer or preſent welt unto them. 


a 
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The firſt thing therefore that ſin aims at, in its de- 
ceicful working, is to draw off and divert the mind 
from the diſcharge of its daty, | 

There are two things which belong unto the duty 
of the mind, in that ſpecial office which it hath in and 


about the obedience which God requireth. | 


Firſt, to keep itſelf, and the whole ſoul, in ſuch 
a frame and poſture, as may render it ready unto all 
duties of obedience, and watchful againit all entice- 
ment unto the conception of ſin. 


ben 3 In particular, carefully to attend unto 


all particular actions, that they. be performed as God 
requireth, for matter, manner, time and ſeaſon, agree. 


able unto his will, as alſo for te obviating all parti- 


cular tenders of {in in things forbidden. In theſe 
two things conſiſts the whole duty of the mind of a 


believer. And from both of them doth Indwelling- 


lin endeavour to divert it, and draw it off. 
The firſt of theſe is the duty of the mind, in refer- 
ence unto the general frame and courſe of the whole 


ſoul; and hereof two things may be conſidered, Firſt, 


thai it is founded in a due conſtant conſideration; 1. 
Of ourſelves, of ſin, and its vileneſs. 2. Of God, 
of his grace and goodneſs, And both theſe doth {in 
labour to draw it off from. Secondly, 1n attending to 
thoſe duties which are ſuited to obviate the working 
of the law of ſin, in an eſpecial manner. " 
Firſt, It endeavours to draw it off from a due conſi- 


deration, apprehenſion, and ſenſibleneſs of its own 
vileneſs, and the danger wherewith it is attended. 


This, in the firſt place, we ſhall inſtance in. A'due 
conſtant conſideration of fin, in its nature, in all its 
aggravating circemſtances, in its end and tendency, 
eipecially as repreſented in the blood and croſs of 
Chriſt, ought always to abide with us. © Know 
therefore and ſee, that it is an evil thing and a bit- 
ter, that thou haſt forſaken the Lord thy God,” Jer. 


u. 19, Every fin is a forſaking the Lord our God. If 
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the heart know not, if it conſider not, that ii is an 
evil thing and a bitter, evil in itſelf, bitter in its ef. 


fects, fruit and event, it will never be ſecured again 


it. Beſides, that frame of heart which is moſt ac. 
cepted with God in any ſinner, is the humble, con. 
trite, ſelf-abaſing frame: © Thus ſaith the high and 


| lofty one that inhabiteth eternity, whoſe name is Ho. 


ly, I dwell in the high and holy place, with him allo 


that is of a contrite and humble ſpirit : to revive the 


fpirit of the humble, to revive the ſpirit of the con. 


trite ones, Ia. lvii. 15. ſee allo Luke xviii. 13, 1g. 


This becomes a ſinner; no garment fits fo decently 
about.him. * Be cloathed with humility,” 1 Pet. y, 


5. faith the apoſtle. It is that which becomes us, and 


it is the only ſafe frame. He that walketh humbly, 
walketh ſafely. This is the deſign of Peter's advice, 
Pafs the time of your ſojourning here in fear,” 
1 Epiſt. i. 17. After that he himſelf had miſcarried 
by another frame of mind, he gives this advice to all 


believers. It is not a bondage, ſervile fear, diſquiet. 
ing and preplexing the foul, but ſuch a fear as may 
| keep men conſtantly calling upon the Father, with re- 
ference unto the final rude 

_ preſerved from ſin, whereof they were in ſo great 


ment, that they may be 


danger, which he adviſes them unto. * If ye call on 


the Father, who without reſpect of perſons judgeth 


according to every man's work, paſs the time of your 
ſojourning here in fear.“ This is the humble frame 
of foul; and how is this obtained ? how 1s this pre- 
ſerved ? No otherwiſe but by a conſtant deep apple. 
henſion of evil, vileneſs, and danger of fin. So was 
it brought, ſo was it kept up, in the approved publican, 


God be merciful,” faith he, to me a ſinner.” Senſe 


of {in kept him humble, and humility made way 10! 
his acceſs unto a teſtimony of the pardon of fin. 
And this is the great preſervative, through grace, irom 
ſin, as we have an example in the inſtanceof Joſep". 
Upon the urgency of his great temptation, he recous 
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:mimediately into this frame of ſpirit: How, ſaith he, 


. Can 1 do this thing, © and fin __ God,” Gen. 
& WW xxxix. 9. A conſtant ſteady ſenſe of the evil of ſin, 
c. eives him ſuch preſervation, that he ventures liberty 
n. and life in oppolition to it. To fear fin, is to fear the 
il WW Lord; ſo the holy man tells us that they are the ſame! 
. The fear of the Lord, that is wiſdom, and to de- 
ſo part from iniquity, that is underſtanding,” Job. 
ne IM xx5111. 28. N N 128 | 
n. This therefore, in the firſt place, in general, doth 
che law of fiv put forth its deceit about, namely, to 
ly MW draw the mind trom this frame, which is the ſtrong- 
v, Well fort of the foul's defence and ſecurity. It labours 


nl MW to (/10rt the mind from a due apprehenſion of the 
„ WH viicucls, abomination, and danger of ſin. It ſecretly : 
e, and inſenſibly inſinuates, leſſening, excuſing, extenu- 
a ating thoughts of it; or it draws it off from pondering 
ed upon it, trom being converſant about it, in its 
all WW thoughts, ſo much as it ought and formerly hath 
et. been. And if, after the heart of a man hath, through 
ay che word, ſpirit and grace of Chriſt, been made tep— 
re. der, ſoft, deeply ſenfible of ſin, it becomes, on any 
be account, or by any means whatever, to have leſs, 
cat I ſewer, flighter, or leſs affetting thoughts of it, or 

on WF about it; the mind of that man is drawn away by the 

eh deceitfulneſs of ſin, | Ty 

Jun There are two aways amongſt others, whereby the 
me WF law of fin endeavours deceittully to draw off the mind 


fe- from this duty and frame enſuing thereon. | 
le- Firſt, It doth it by an horrible abuſe of goſpel grace. 

vas There is, in the goſpel, a remedy provided againſt 
an. I che whole evil of ſin, the filth, the guilt of it, with 
nſe WF all its dangerous conſequents, It is the doctrine of 
io! WW the deliverance of the ſouls of men from ſin and 

death, A diſcovery of the gracious will of God to- 

on I vards ſinners by Jeſus Chriſt. What now is the gen- 
June tendency of this doctrine, of this diſcovery of 
grace, and what ought we to uſe it and improve 
it unto? This the apoſtle declares : '** The grace of 
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God that bringeth ſalvation, hath appeared to al 
men, teaching us, that denying ungodlineſs an 
worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, rightcoull, 
and godly in this preſent world,” Tit. ii. 11, tf, 
This it teacheth, this we ought to learn of it, and 
by it. Hence univerſal holineſs is called, a * con. 
verſation that becometh the goſpel,” Phil. i. 27. 
It becomes it, as that which is anſwerable unto tt 
end, aim, and deſign, as that which it requires, an 
which it ought to be improved unto. And accord. 
ingly, it doth produce this effect, where the word of 
it is received and preſerved in a ſaving light, Rom. 
xii. 2. Epheſ. iv. 20-24. But herein doth the de. 
ceit of fin interpoſe itſelf. It ſeparates between the 
doctrine of grace, and the uſe and end of it. It flays 
upon its notions and intercepts its influences, in it 
proper application. From the doctrine of the aſſurel 
pardon of lin, it inſinuates a regardleſneſs of ſin. Gol 
in Chriſt makes the propoſition, and Satan and fin 
make the concluſion. For that the deceitfulneſs of fin 
is apt to, plead unto a regardleſneſs of it, from the 
grace of God whereby it is pardoned, the apoſtle 
declares, in his reproof and deteſtation of ſuch an in. 
ſinuation: What ſhall we ſay then, ſhall we con. 
tinue in fin that grace may abound ? God forbid,” 
Rom. vi. 1. Mens deceitful hearts, faith he, are apt 
to make that concluſion ; but far be it from us, that 
we ſhould give any entertainment unto it, But yet, 
that ſome have evidently improved that deceit unto 
their own eternal ruin, Jude declares : * Ungodiy 
men, turning the grace of God into laſciviouſneſs, 
Jude ver. 4. And we have had dreadful inſtances ot 
it, in the days of temptation wherein we have lived. 

Indeed, in oppolition unto this deceit, lies much 
of the wiſdom of faith, and power of goſpel-gract, 
When the mind is fully poſſeſſed with, and calt he. 
bitually and firmly into the mould of the notion and 
dottrine of goſpel-truth, about the full and free fol- 
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zveneſs of all ſins in the blood of Chriſt, then to be 
able to keep the heart always in a deep humbling 
ſenſe of fin, abhorrency of it, and felf-abaſement for 
it, is a great effect of goſpel-wiſdom and grace. This 
is the trial and touchſtone of gofpel-hight, If it keep 
the heart ſenſible of fin, humble, lowly, and broken 
on that account; if it teach us to water a free pardon 
with tears, to deteſt wes ſin, to watch diligently 
for the ruin of that, which we are yet aſſured ſhall 
never ruin us, 1t 1s divine, from above, of the ſpirit 
of grace. If it ſecretly and inſenſibly make men 
looſe and flight in their thoughts about fin, it is adul- 
terate, ſelfiſh, falſe, If it will be all, anſwer all ends, 
Manes. TEES So, he hear 

Hence it comes to paſs, that ſometimes we ſee men 
walking in a bondage frame of ſpirit all their days, 


Jow in their light, mean in their apprehenſions of 


grace, ſo that it is hard to difcern which covenant, 


in their principles, they belong unto; whether they 


are under the law, or under grace; yet walk with a 
more conſcientious tenderneſs of ſinning, than many 
who are advanced into higher degrees of light and 


knowledge than they. Not that the ſaving light of 


the goſpel, is not the only principle of ſaving holi— 
neſs and obedience; but that, through the deceitful- 
neſs of fin, it is variouſly abuſed, to countenance the 
foul in manifold neglett of duties, and to draw off 
the mind from a due conlideration of the nature, 
deſert, and danger of ſin. And this is done ſeveral 
"rſt, the foul having frequent need of relief b 

poſpel-grace againſt a ſenſe of the guilt of ſin, and 
accuſation of the law, comes at length to make it a 
common and ordinary thing, and ſuch as may be 
llightly performed. Having found a good medicine 
for its wounds, and ſuch as it hath had experience of 


ts efficacy, it comes to apply it ſlightly, and rather 
ROLOA 59 1 To Bien | Ein EH 
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ſkinneth over, than cureth, its ſores, A little le 
earneſtneſs, a little leſs diligence, ſerves every time, 
until the ſoul, it may be, begins to ſecure itſelf gf 
pardon of courſe. And this tends directly to dray 
off the mind from its conſtant and univerſal watch. 
fulneſs againſt fin, He whoſe light hath made his 
way of acceſs plain for the obtaining of pardon, if he 
be not very watchful, he is far more apt to become 
overly, formal, and careleſs in his work, than he 
who, by reaſon of miſts and darkneſs, beats about to 
find his way aright to the throne of grace, As a man 
that hath often travelled a road, paſſeth on without 
regard or inquiry; but he who is a ſtranger unto it, 
oblerving all turnings, and inquiring of all paſlengers, 
ſecures his journey beyond the other. 
Secondly, The deceittulneſs of fin takes advantage 
from the doctrine of grace, by many ways and means 
to extend the bounds of the ſoul's liberty, beyond 
what God hath aſſigned unto it. Some have never 
thought themſelves Free from a legal bondage-frame, 
until they have been brought into the confines of ſen- 
ſuality, and ſome into the depths of it. How often 
Will fin plead this ſtrictneſs, this exactneſs, this ſo- 
licitude, is no ways needful; relief is provided in the 
goſpel againſt ſuch things. Would you live as though 
there were no need of the goſpel? as though pardon 
of {in were to no purpole? But concerning thele 
pleas of ſin, from goſpel-grace, we {hall have occa- 
fion to ſpeak more particularly hereatter. 

Thirdly, In times of temptation this deceitfulnels 
of lin will argue expreſly tor ſin, from goſpel-grace; 
at leaſt it will plead for theſe two things; 

Firſt, That there 1s no need of ſuch a tenacious 
ſevere contending againlt it, as the principle of the 
new creature is fixed on. If it cannot divert the ſoul, 
or mind, wholly from attending unto temptations, t 
oppole them, yet it will endeavour to draw them of 
as to the manner of their attendance, They need not 
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uſe that diligence, which at firſt the ſoul apprehends 
e, to be neceſlary. „ 
gf Secondly, It will be tendering relief, as to the 
event of ſin, that it ſhall not turn to the ruin or de- 
b. ſtruction of the ſoul, becauſe it is, it will, or it may 
is W be, pardoned by the grace of the goſpel. And this is 
he true; this is the great and only relief of the ſoul, 
againſt fin, the uilt whereof it hath contratted al. 
ready; the bleſſed and only remedy for a guilty foul, 
But when it is pleaded, and remembered by the de. 
ceitfulneſs of fin, in compliance with temptation un- 
to ſin, then it is poiſon; poiſon is mixed in ever 
drop of this balſam, to the danger, if not death, of the 
ſoul. And this is the firſt way whereby the deceit- 
fulneſs of ſin draws off the mind from a due attend- 
ance unto that ſenſe of its vileneſs, which alone is 
able to keep it in that humble, ſelf-abaſed frame, 
that is acceptable with God. It makes the mind 
careleſs, as though its work were needleſs, becauſe 
of the abounding of grace; which is a ſoldier's neg- 
left of his ſtation, truſting to a reſerve, provided in- 
deed only in caſe of keeping his own proper place. 
Secondly, Sin takes advantage to work by its de- 
ceit in this matter, of drawing off the mind from a 
due ſenſe of it, from the ſtate and condition of men 
in the world. I ſhall give only one inſtance of its 
Irene in this kind,” Men, in their younger days, 
have naturally their affections more quick, vigorous 
and active, more ſenſibly working in them, than at- 
terwards. They do, as to their ſenſible working and 
operation, naturally decay, and many things befal 
men, in their lives, that take off the edge and keen- 
neſs of them. But as men loſe in their affections, if 
they are not beſotted in ſenſuality, or by the corrup- 
tions that are in the world through luſt, they grow 
and improve in their underſtandings, reſolutions, and 
- Judgments, Hence it Ne that if what had place for- 
2 ; | | 
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merly in their affections, do not take place in their 
winds and judgments, they utterly loſe them, they have 
no more place in their ſouls. Thus nien have no re. 
gard for, yea, they utterly deſpiſe, thoſe things which 
their affections were ſet upon with delight and gree. 
dineſs in their childhood. But if they are things that, 
by any means, come to be fixed in their minds and 
Judgments, they continue a high eſteem for them, 
and do cleave as cloſe unto them as they did when 
their affections were more vigorous; only, as it were, 
they have changed their ſeat in the ſoul. It is thus 
in things ſpiritual; the firſt and chiefeſt ſeat of the 
ſenſibleneſs of fin, is in the affections; as theſe, in 
natural youth, are great and large, fo are they ſpiri— 
tually in ſpiritual youth: © remember the kindneſs 
of thy youth, the love of thine eſpouſals, Jer. ii. 2, 


Beſides, ſuch perſons are newly come off trom their 


convictions, wherein they have been cut to the heart, 
and ſo made tender. Whatever touches a wound is 
thoroughly felt: ſo doth the guilt of ſin, before the 
wound given by convittion be thoroughly cured, 
But now, when affettions begin to decay naturally, 
they begin to decay alſo as to their ſenſible actions 
and-motions in things ſpiritual, Although they im- 
prove in grace, yet they may decay in ſenſe. At 
leaſt, ſpiritual ſenſe 1s not radically in them, but only 
by way of communication. Now in theſe decays, i 
the ſoul take not care to fix a deep ſenſe of {in on the 
mind and judgment, thereby perpetually to affect the 
heart and affettions, it will decay. And here the de- 
ceit of the law of ſin interpoſeth itſelf. It ſuffers a 


ſenſe of ſin to decay in the affettions, and diverts the 


mind from entertaining a due, conſtant, fixed conſi- 
deration of it. We may conſider this a little, in per- 
ſons that never make a progreſs in the ways of God, 
beyond convittion. How ſenſible of fin will they be 
for a ſeaſon! How will they then mourn and weep 
under a ſenſe of the guilt of it! How will they cor- 
dially and heartily reſolve againit it! Aﬀettions are 
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vigorous, and, as it were, bear rule in their fouls. 
But they are like an herb, that will flouriſh a day or 
two with watering, although it have no root, For, 
a while after, we ſee that theſe men, the more expe- 
rience they have had of fin, the leſs wy are afraid 
of it, as the wiſe man intimates; Ecclef. viii. 11. 
and at length they come to be the greateſt contemners 
of fin in the world. No ſinner like him that hath 
ſinned away his convictions of fin. V hat is the rea- 
ſon of this? ſenſe of fin was, in their convictions, 
fixed on their affeCtions; as it decayed in them, they 
took no care to have it deeply and graciouſly fixed on 
their minds. This the deceitfulneſs of fin deprived 
them of, and ſo riuned their ſouls. In ſome meaſure it 
is ſo with believers. If, as the ſenſibleneſs of the at- 
ſections decay, if, as they grow heavy and obtule, 
great wiſdom and grace be not uſed, to fix a due 
ſenſe of. ſin upon the mind and judgment, which 
may provoke, excite, enliven, and ſtir up the affec- 
tions every day, great decays will enſue. At firſt, 
ſorrow, trouble, grief, fear, affetted the mind, and 
would give it no reſt. If, afterwards, the mind do 
not affect the heart with ſorrow and grief, the whole 
will be caſt out, and the ſoul be in 8 of being 
hardened. And theſe are ſome of the ways whereby 
the deceit of ſin diverts the mind from the firſt part 
of its ſafe, preſerving frame, or draws it off froni 
its conſtant watchfulneſs againſt ſin, and all the ef- 
tefis-of it. | Fs 

The ſecond part of this general duty of the mind, 
is to keep the ſoul unto a conſtant, holy conſidera- 
ton of GoD and his grace. This evidently lies at 
the ſpring-head of goſpel-obedience. The way 
whereby ſin draws off the mind from this part of its 
duty is open, and known ſufficiently, though not 
luthciently watched againſt. Now this the ſcripture 
every where declares to be the filling of the minds 
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of men with earthly things. This it placeth in dire 
oppoſition unto that heavenly frame of the mind, 
which is the ſpring of goſpel-obedience: * Set your 
affections,“ or ſet your minds, “ on things above, 
not on things on the earth,” Col. iii. 2. As if he 
had ſaid, on both together you cannot be ſet or fixed, 
ſo as principally and chiefly to mind them both. And 
the affections to one and the other, proceeding from 
theſc diftereni principles of minding the one and the 
other, are oppoſed, as direct inconſiſtent: “ Love 
not the world, neither the things that are in the 
world; if any man love the world, the love of the 
Father is not in him.“ 1 John ii. 15. And acting, 
in a courſe ſuitable unto theſe afl. ctions, are pro- 
poſed allo as contrary; * You cannot ſerve God and 
Mammon.“ Theſe are two maſters, whom no man 
can ſerve at the ſame time, to the ſatisfattion of 
both. Every inordinate minding, then, of earthly 
things, 1s oppoſed unto that frame, wherein our minds 
ought to be fixed on God, and his grace, in a courſe 
of goſpel-obedience. _ „%%% ĩ ] y 
Scveral ways there are, whereby the deceitfulneſs 
of {in draws off the mind in this particular; but the 
chief of them is by preſſing theſe things on the mind 
under the notion of things lawtul, and, 1t may be, 
neceſſary. So all thole who excule themſelves, in 
the parable, from coming in to the marriage-teall of 
the goſpel, did it on-the account of their being en— 
gaged in their lawtul callings. One about his tarm, 
enother his oxen, the means whereby he ploughed in 
this world, By this plea, were the minds of men 
drawn off from that frame of heavenlineſs which 1s 
required to our walking with God, and the rules of 
not loving the world, or uſing it as if we uſed it not, 
are hereby negletted, What wiſdom, what watch- 
fulneſs, what ſerious, frequent trial and examination 
ot ourſelves is required, to keep our hearts and minds 
in an heavenly frame, in the uſe and purſuit of carthly 
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things, is not my preſent buſineſs to declare. This 
is evident, that the engine whereby the deceit of ſin 
draws off, and turns aſide the mind, in this matter, 
is the pretence of the lawfulneſs of things, about 
which it would have it exerciſe itſelf, againſt which 
very few are armed with ſufficient diligence, wiſdom 
and ſkill. * And this is the firſt and moſt general at- 
tempt that Indwelling-ſin makes upon the ſoul by 
deceit: it draws away the mind from a diligent at- 
tention unto its courſe, in a due ſenſe of the evil of 
fin, and a due and conſtant conlideration of God, 
and his grace, | 


S 
CHAP. IX. 


The Deceit of Sin, in drawing off the mind 
from a due Attendance unto eſpecial Duties 
of Obedience, inſtanced in Meditation and 
Prayer. Fo : 


[TOW ſin, by its deceit, endeavours to draw off _ 

the mind from attending unto that holy frame 
in walking with GoD, wherein the ſoul ought to be 
preſerved, hath been declared. Proceed we now to 
hew, how id doth the ſame work, in reference unto 
thoſe eſpecial duties, by which the deſigns, work- 
ings, and prevalency ot it may, in an eipecial man- 
ner, be obviated and prevented. Sin, indeed, main— 
tains an enmity againſt all duties of obedience; or, 
rather, with GoD in them. When I1 would do 
good, faith the apoſtle, © evil is preſent with me.“ 
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Whenever I would do good, or what good ſovever 
would do, that is, ſpiritually good, good in referenceun- 
to God, it is preſent with me, to hinder me from it, to 
oppoſe me in it. And, on the other ſide, all duties 
ot obedience do lie directly againſt the aftings of the 
law of fin, For as the fleſh, in all its actings, luſteth 
againſt the ſpirit, ſo the ſpirit, in all its actings, luſteth 
againſt the fleſh, And, therefore, every duty per. 
formed in the ſtrength and grace of the ſpirit, is con- 
trary to the law of fin. © It ye by the ſpirit do mor. 
tity-the deeds of the fleſh,” Rom. vin. 13. Actings of 
_ the ſpirit of grace in duties, doth this work. Theſe 
two are contrary. But yet there are ſome duties, 
which, in their own nature, and by God's appoint- 
ment, have a peculiar influence unto the weakening 
and ſubduing the whole law of fin in its very princi- 
ples, and chiefeſt ſtrengths: and theſe the mind of a 
believer ought principally, in his whole courſe, to at- 
tend unto; and theſe doth fin, in its deceit, endeavour 
principally to draw off the mind from. As in diſeaſes 
of the body, ſome remedies, they ſay, have a ſpecifick 
quality againſt diſtempers ; ſo in this diſeaſe of the 
ſoul, there are ſome duties that have an eſpecial vir- 
tue againft this ſinful diſtemper. I ſhall not inſiſt 
on many of them, but inſtance only in two, which 
ſeem to me to be of this nature; namely, that by 
God's deſignation, they have a ſpecial tendency to- 
wards the ruin of the law of fin. And then we ſhall 
ſhew the ways, methods and means, which the Jaw 
of fin uſeth, to divert the mind from a due attend- 


ance unto them. Now thele duties are, firſt, prayer, 


eſpecially private prayer : and, ſecondly, meditation. 
I put them together, becaule they much agree in 
their general nature and end, differing only in the 
manner of their performance. For, by meditation, 
I intend, meditating upon what reſpett and ſuitable- 
nels there is between the word and our own hearts; 
to this end, that they may be brought to a more 
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exact conformity. It is our pondering on the truth 
as it is in Jeſus, to find out the image and repre- 
ſentation of it in our own hearts; and fo it hath the 
fame intent with prayer, which is to bring our ſouls 
into a frame, in all things anſwering the mind and 
will of God. They are as the blood and ſpirits in the 
veins, that have the ſame life, motion and ule. But 
yet, becauſe perſons are generally at a great loſs 
in this duty of meditation, having declared it to be 
of ſo great efficacy, for the controuling of the actings 
of the law of ſin, I ſhall, in our paſſage, give briefly 
two or three rules for the directing of believers to a 
nght performance of this great duty; and they are 
theſe. Des | 
Firſt, Meditate of God with God ; that is, when 
ve would undertake thoughts and meditations ot 
God, his excellencies, his properties, his glory, his 
majeſty, his love, his goodneſs, let it be done in a 
way of ſpeaking unto God, in a deep humiliation | 
and abaſement of our ſouls before him. This wall 
fix the mind, and draw it forth, from one thing to 
another, to give glory unto God in a due manner, 
and affect the ſoul, until it be brought into that holy 
admiration of God, and delight in him, which 1s 
acceptable unto him. My meaning is, that it be 
5 in a way of prayer and praiſe, ſpeaking unto 
od. = EY 
Secondly, Meditate on the word in the word: 
that is, in the reading of it, conſider the ſenſe in 
the particular paſſages we inſiſt upon, looking to 
God for help, guidance and direction, in the diſco— 
very of his mind and will therein, and then labour to 
have your hearts affected with it. 
Thirdly, What we come ſhort of in evenneſs and 
conſtancy in our thoughts in theſe things, let it be 
made up in frequency. Some are diſcouraged, be- 
caule their minds do not regularly ſupply them with 
twoughts to carry on their meditations, through the 
F ; 
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weakneſs, or imperfection of their inventions. Let 
this be ſupplied by frequent returns of the mind unto 
the ſubjett propoſed to be meditated upon, where. 
by new ſenſes will ſtill be ſupplied unto it. But this 
by the way. „ 

Theſe duties, I ſay, amongſt others (for we have 
only choſen them 97 an inſtance, not excludin 
ſome others from the ſame place, office and uſeful. 
neſs with them) do make an eſpecial oppoſition to 
the very being and life of indwelling fin, or rather 
faith, in them, doth ſo. They are perpetually de. 
ſigning its utter ruin. I ſhall therefore, upon this 
inſtance, in the purſuit of our preſent purpoſe, do 
theſe two things; Fo 
Firſt, Shew the ſuitableneſs and uſefulneſs of this 
duty, or theſe duties, as I ſhall handle them jointly, 

unto the ruining of ſin. . | 

Secondly, Shew the means whereby the deceitful. 
' neſs of ſin endeavours to draw off the mind from a due 
attendance unto them, 8 | 

For the firſt, obſerve. | - e 

Firſt, That it is the proper work of the ſoul, in 
this duty, to conſider all the iecret workings and att- 
ings of ſin, what advantages it hath got, What tempta- 
tions it is in conjunction witha!, what harm it hath al- 
ready done, and what it is yet farther ready r0 do. 
Hence David gives that title unio one of his prayeis, 
Pfal. cu. * A prayer of the aftiifted, when he 1s 


_ over-whelmed, and Pouretli out nis complaint be. 


fore the Lord,” I 'peak of thu prayer, which 1s 
attended with a due conſideration vi all the wants, 
ſtraits aud emergencies of the ou. Without this, 
prayer is not prayer; that is, Whatever ſhew or ap- 
Ppearance of that duty it hath, it is no way uſeful, 
either to the glory of God, or the good of the fouls 
of men. A cloud it is without water, driven by the 
wind of the b.cath of men. Nor was there ever 
g1y more preſent and effectual poiſon tor ſouls found 
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out, than the binding of them unto à conflant form 
and uſage of I know not what words in their prayers 
and ſupplications, which themſelves do not under- 
ſtand. Bind men ſo in their trades, or in their bu - 
ſineſſes in this world, and they will an find the 
effett of it. By this means, they are diſenabled 
from any due conſideration of what, at preſent, -18 
good for them, or evil unto them, without which, 
to what uſe can prayer ſerve, but to mock God, and 


delude men's own ſouls. But in this kind of prayer, 


which we inſiſt on, the ſpirit of God falls in to give 
us his aſſiſtance, and that in this very matter, of 
finding out and diſcovering the moſt ſecret attings 
and workings of the law of ſin. We know not 
what to pray for as we ought, but he helps our 
infirmities, Rom. viii. 26. He diſcovers our wants 


unto us, and wherein chiefly we ſtand in need of help 


and relief. And we find it by daily experience, that 
in prayer, believers are led into ſuch diſcoveries and 
convictions of the ſecret deceitful work of fin in their 
hearts, as no conſiderations could ever have led them 
into. So David, deſigning the confeſſion of his ac- 


tual ſin, Pſal. li. having his wound, in his prayer, 


ſearched by the ſkilful hand of the ſpirit of God, he 
had a diſcovery made unto him, of the.root of all his 


miſcarriges, in his original corruption, ver. 5. The 


ſpirit, in this duty, is as the candle of the Lord unto 
the ſoul, enabling it to ſearch all the inward parts of 
the belly. It gives a holy ſpiritual light into the mind, 


enabling it to ſearch the deep and dark receſſes of the 
heart, to find out the ſubtile and deceitful machina- 
tons, figments, and imaginations of the law of ſin 


therein, Whatever notion there be of it, whatever 


power and prevalency in it, it is laid hand on, ap- 


prehended, brought into the preſence of God, judged, 
condemned, bewailed. And what can poſſibly be 
more eflectual for its ruin and deſtruttion ? For, to- 


gether with its diſcoyery, application is made unto all 
| nbd £7 


| 
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that relief which, in Jeſus Chriſt, is provided againſt 
it, all ways and means whereby it may be ruined. 
Hence it is the duty of the mind, * To watch unto 
prayer, 1 Pet. iv. 7. To attend diligently unto the 


eſtate of our ſouls, and to deal fervently and effectu- 
ally with God about it. The like alſo may be ſaid of 


meditation, wiſely managed unto its proper end. 


| Secondly, In this duty, there is wrought upon the 


heart, a deep, full ſenſe of the vileneſs of fin, with 
a conſtant, renewed deteſtation of it; which, if any 
thing, undoubtedly tends to its ruin. This is one 
defign of prayer, one end of the ſoul in it, namely, 
to draw forth fin, to ſet it in order, to preſent in un. 
to elf in its vileneſs, abomination, and aggravating 


circumſtances, that it may be loathed, abhorred, and 
aſt away as a filthy thing, Iſa. xxx, 22. He that 
pleads with God for ſin's remiſſion, pleads alſo with 


his own heart for its deteſtation, Hof. xiv. g. Here- 
in alſo ſin is judged in the name of God; for the ſoul, 
in its confeſhon, ſubſcribes unto God's dete ſtation ot 
it, and the ſentence of his law againſt it. There is, in- 


deed, a courſe of theſe duties, which-convinced per- 
ſons do give up themſelves unto, as a mere covert to 


their luſts: they cannot fin quietly, unleſs they perform 


duty conſtantly, But that prayer we ſpeak of, is a 
thing of another nature; a thing that will allow no 
compoſition with fin, much leſs will ſerve the ends 
ol the deceit of it, as the other formal prayer doth. 
t will not be bribed into a ſecret compliance with 
any of the enemies of God, or the ſoul, no not tor 
a moment. And hence it is, that oftentimes, in this 


duty, the heart is raiſed to the moſt ſincere, effectual 


ſenſe of fin and deteſtation of it, that the ſoul ever ob- 
tains in its whole courſe of obedience. And this evi- 


dently tends alſo. to the weakening and ruin of the 


law of ſin. 


Thirdly, This is the way appointed, and bleſſed 


| of God, to obtain ſtrength and power againſt bn. 
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« Doth any man lack, let him aſk of God, Jam. 1. 5. 
Prayer is the way of obtaining from God, by Chriſt, 
a ſupply of all our wants, aſſi ſtance againſt all oppo- 
ſition, eſpecially that which is made againſt us by 


\ ſin. This, I ſuppoſe, need not to be inſiſted on; it is, 


in the notion and practice, clear to every behever. 
It is that wherein we call, and upon which the Lord 
Jeſus comes in to our ſuccour, with ſuitable help, in 
a time of need. 1 
Fourthly, Faith in prayer countermines all the 
workings of the deceit of ſin; and tliat becauſe the 
ſoul doth, therein, conſtantly engage itſelf unto God, 
to oppoſe all ſin whatſoever. * I have ſworn, and 
I will perform it, that I will keep thy righteous judg- 
ments,” Pſal. cxix. 106. This is the language. of 
every gracious ſoul in its addreſſes unto God: the in- 
moſt parts thereof engage themſelves to God, to cleave 
to him in all things, and to oppoſe fin in all things. 
He that cannot do this, cannot pray. To pray with 
any other frame, 1s to flatter God with-our lips, which 
he abhorreth. And this exceedingly helps a behever, 
in purſuing ſin unto its ruin. rt. 
Firſt, If there be any ſecret luſt that lies lurking 
in the heart, he will find it either riſing up againſt 
this engagement, or uſing its artifices to ſecure itſelf 
irom it. And hereby it is diſcovered ; and the con- 
viction of the heart concerning its evil, furthered 
and ſtrengthened. Sin makes the moſt certain dil- 
covery of itſelf, and never more evidently, than when 
it is moſt ſeverely purſued, Luſts in men are com- 
pared to hurtful and noiſome beaſts, or men them- 
lelves are ſo, becauſe of their luſts, Ila. xi. 6, 7. No 
luch beaſts uſe themſelves to their dens and coverts, 
and never diſcover themſelves, at leaſt ſo much in 
their proper nature and rage, as when they are moſt 


| earneſtly purſued. And fo it is with fin and corrup- 


tion in the heart. T2 | ELON | 
Secondly, If any ſin be prevalent in the ſoul, it 
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will weaken. it, and take it off from the univerſali) 
of thisengagement unto God, it will breed a tergiver. 


ſation unto it, a flightneſs in it. Now, when this is 


obſerved, it will exceedingly awaken a gracious ſoul, 
and ſtir it up to look about it. As a ſpontaneous 
laſſitude, or a cauſeleſs wearineſs and indiſpoſition 
of the body, is looked on as the ſign of an approach. 
ing fever, or ſome dangerous diſtemper, which 
ſtirs up men to uſe a timely and vigorous prevention, 
that they be not ſeized upon by it; ſo is it in this 
caſe. When the ſoul of a believer finds in itſelf an 


indiſpoſition to make fervent, ſincere engagements of 
_ univerſal holineſs unto God, it knows that there is 


ſome prevalent diſtemper in it, finds the place of it, 
and ſets itſelf againſt it. | _ 5 

Thirdly, Whilſt the ſoul can thus conſtantly en- 
gage itſelf unto God, it is certain that fin can riſe 
unto no ruinous prevalency. Yea, it is a conqueſt 


over ſin, a moſt eonſiderable conqueſt, when the ſoul 
doth fully and clearly, without any ſecret reſerve, 


come off with alacrity and reſolutions in ſuch an en- 


gagement; as Pſal. xvii. 23. And it may, upon 


ſuch a ſucceſs, triumph in the grace of God, and 


have good hope, through faith, that it ſhall have a 
final conqueſt, and what it ſo reſolves, ſhall be done; 


that it hath decreed a thing, and it ſhall be eſtabliſhed. 
And this tends to the diſappointment, yea, to the ruin, 


of the Jaw of ſin. 


Fourthly, It the heart be not deceived by curſed 


hypocriſy, this engagement unto God will greatly 


influence it unto a peculiar diligence and watchtul- 
ne{s againit all ſin. There is no greater evidence 
of hypocriſy, than to have the heart ſay, like the 
whoriſh woman, I have paid my vows, now 1 
may take myſelf unto my ſin, Prov. vii. 14. or to be 


negligent about fin, as being ſatisſicd that it hath pray- 


ed againſt it. It is other wile in a gracious foul. Senſe 


and conſcience of engagements againſt ſin, made o 
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God, do make it univerſally watchful againſt all its 
motions and operations. On theſe, and ſundry other 
accounts, doth faith in this duty exert itſelf peculi- 
arly, to the weakening of the power, and ſtopping of 
the progreſs, of the law of ſin. 1 
Ik then the mind be diligent in its watch and 
charge, to preſerve the ſoul from the efficacy of fin, 
it will carefully attend unto this duty, and the due 
performance of it, which is of ſuch ſingular advantage, 
unto 1ts end and purpoſe. Here, thereforg, fin puts 
forth its deceit in its own defence: it labours to 
divert and draw off the mind from attending unto this 
and the like duties. And there are, among others, 
three engines, three ways and means, whereby 1t at- 
tempts the accompliſhment of its defign. 

Firſt, It makes advantage of its wearineſs unto the 
fleſh. There 1s an averſation, as hath been declared, 
in the law of fin, unto all immediate communion 
with God: Now this duty is ſuch; there is no- 
thing accompanieth it, whereby the carnal part of 
the ſoul may be gratified, or ſatisfied, as there may 


be ſomewhat of that nature in moſt public duties, in 


moſt that a man can do, beyond pure acts of faith 
and love. No relief, or advantage, then coming in 
by it, but what is purely ſpiritual, it becomes weari- 
ſome, burthenſome to fleſh and blood. It is like 
travelling alone, without companion or diverſion, 
which makes the way ſeem long, but brings the paſſen- 
ger with moſt ſpeed to his journey's end. So our 
Saviour declares, when expecting his diſciples, accord- 


ing to their duty and preſent diſtreſs, ſhould have 


been engaged in this work, he found them faſt afleep, 
„The ſpirit,” ſaith he, indeed is willing, but the 

fleſh is weak,” Matth. xxvi. 41. and out of that weak 

neſs grew their indiſpoſition unto, and wearineſs of, 
their duty. So God complains of his people : © Thou 
haſt been weary of me,” Iſa. xliii. 22. And it may 
come at length, unto that height which is expreſſed, 


- 
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Ve have ſaid, behold what a wearineſs is it, and ye 
have ſnufled at it, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Mal. i. 1g. 
The Jews ſuppoſe, that it was the language of men, 
when they brought their offerings or ſacrifices on their 
ſhoulders, which they pretended wearied them, and 
they panted and blowed, as men ready to faint under 
them, when they brought only the torn, and the 
lame, and the ſick. But fo is this duty oftentimes 
to the fleſh. And this the deceitfulneſs of ſin makes 
uſe of, to draw the heart, by inſenſible degrees, from 


a conſtant àttendance unto it. It puts in for the relief 


of the weak and weary fleſh, There is a complii- 
ance between ſpiritual fleſh, and natural fleſh, in this 
matter; they help one another, and an averſation unto 
this duty, is the effett of their compliance. So it was 
in the ſpouſe, Cant. v. 2, g. ſhe was aſleep, drowſing 
in her ſpiritual condition, and pleads her natural un- 
fitneſs to rouſe herſelf from that Nate. If the mind 


be not diligently wat chſul to prevent inſinuations from 


hence, if it dwell not conſtantly on thoſe conſidera- 


tions which evidence an attendance unto this duty to 


be indiſpenſible, if it ſtir not up the principle of grace 
in the heart, to retain its rule and ſovereignty, and not 
to be dallied withal by fooliſh pretences, it will be 
drawn off; which is the effect aimed at. 

Secondly, The deceittulneſs of ſin makes uſe of 
corrupt reaſonings, taken from the preſſing and urg- 
ing occaſions ot life. Should we, ſays it, in the 
heart, attend ſtrickly unto all duties in this kind, we 
ſhould neglett our principal occaſions, and be uſeleſs 
unto ourſelves and others in the world. And on this 

eneral account, particular buſineſſes diſpoſſeſs partt- 


cular duties, from their due place and time. Men 


have not leiſure to Keil God, and fave their own 
ſouls, It is certainFthat God gives us time enough 
for all that he requires of us, in any kind, in thus 


world. No duties nec to juſtle one another, I mean 
conſtantly. Eſpecial occalions muſt be determined 
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according unto eſpecial circumſtances. But, if in 
any thing we take more upon us than we have time 

well to perform it in, without robbing God of that 
which is due to him, and our own ſouls, this God 
calls not unto, this he bleſſeth us not in. It is more 
tolerable, that our duties of holineſs and regard to 
God, ſhould intrench upon the duties of our callings 
and employments in this world, than the contrary ; 
and yet, neither doth God require this at our hands 
in an ordinary manner or courſe, | How little then, 
will he bear with that, which evidently is ſo much 
worſe, upon all accounts whatever. But yet, through 
the deceitfulneſs of ſin, thus are the ſouls of men be- 
uiled. By ſeveral degrees they are, at length, driven 
Fo their duty. 9 

Thirdly, It deals with the mind, to draw it off 
from its attendance unto this duty, by a tender of a 
compenſation, to be made in and by other duties. As 
Saul thought to compenſate his diſobedience by ſacri- 
fice, May not the ſame duty 1 in public, 
or in the family, ſuffice? And if the ſoul be ſo 
fooliſh as not to anſwer, thoſe things ought to be 
done, and this not to be left undone ; it may be en- 
ſnared and deceived. For, beſides a command unto 
it, namely, that we ſhould perſonally watch unto 
prayer ; there 1s, as hath been declared, ſundry advan- 
tages in this duty, ſo performed, againſt the deceit and 
efficacy of ſin, which in the moit public attendance 
unto it, it hath not. Theſe fin ſtrives to deprive the 
loul of by this commutation, which by its corrupt rea- 
lonings 1t tenders unto it, 

Fourthly, I may add here, that which hath place 
in all the workings of ſin by deceit, namely, its feed- 
ing the foul with promiſes and purpoſes of a more 
diligent attendance unto this duty, when occaſions 
will permit. By this means, it brings the ſoul to 
lay unto its convictions of duty, as Felix did to Paul, 
„o thy way tor this time, when I have a conve- 
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nient ſeaſon, I will call for thee,” Acts xxiv. 25. And 
by this means, oftentimes, the preſent ſeaſon and 
time, which alone is ours, is loſt irrecoverable. 
| Theſe are ſome of the ways and means, whereh 
the deceit of ſin endeavours to draw off the mind from 
its due attendance unto this duty, which is ſo pecu— 
liarly ſuited to prevent its progreſs and prevalency, 
and which aims fo directly and immediately at its 
ruin. I might inſtance alſo in other duties of the 
like tendency. But this may ſuffice, to diſcover the 
nature of this part of the deceit of fin. And this 
1s the firſt way, whereby it makes way for the far. 
ther entangling of the affections, and the conception 
of fin, When fin hath wrought this effect on any 
one, he is ſaid to be drawn away, to be diverted 
from what, in his mind, he ought,conſlantly to at- 
tend unto, in his walking before the Lord. | 
And this will inſtruct us to ſee and diſcern where 
lies the beginning of our declenſions and failings in 
the ways of God, and that, either as to our general 
courle, or as to our attendance unto eſpecial duties, 
And this is of great importance and concernment 
unto us. When the beginnings and occaſions of a 
ſickneſs, or diſtemper of body, are known, it is a 
reat advantage to direct in and unto the cure ot it, 
God, to recall Sion to himſelf, ſhews her where was 
the beginning of her fin, Micah i. 1g. Now this is that 
which, for the moſt part, is the beginning ot ſin unto 
us, even the drawing off the mind from a due attend- 
ance, in all things, unto the diſcharge of its duty. 
The principal care and charge of the foul hes on the 
mind; and if that fail of its duty, the whole is be- 
trayed, either as unto its er | 
; 88 miſcarriges. The failing of the mind, 1 


ike the failing ot the watch-man in Ezekiel, the 


v hole is loſt by his neglett. This, therefore, in that 


ſeif {ſcrutiny and ſearch which we are called unto, 
we are moſt diligently to inquire after. God dota 


ame, or as unto 


. . 
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not look at what duties we perform, as to their num- 
her and tale, or as to their nature merely, but whe- 
ther we do them with that intention of mind and 
ſpirit which he requireth. Many men perform duties 
in a road, or courſe, and do not, as it were, ſo much as 


think of them. Their minds are filled with other 


things, only duty takes up ſo much of their time. 
This is but an endeavour to mock God, and deceive 


their own fouls. Would you therefore take the 


true meaſure of yourſelves, conſider how it is with 
you, as to the duty of your minds which we have in- 
quired after. Conſider whether, by any of the de- 
ceits mentioned, you have not been diverted and 
drawn away: and if there be any decays upon you, 
in any kind, you will find, that there hath been the 
beginning of them. By one way or other, your 
minds have been made heedlels, regardlefs, ſlothful, 
uncertain, being beguiled and drawn off from their 
duty. Conſider the charge, Prov. iv. 239—27. May 
not 1uch a ſoul ſay, if I had attended more diligently, 
it I had conſidered more wiſely the vile nature of 
bn, if I had not ſuffered my mind to be poſſeſſed with 
vain hopes and fooliſh imaginations, by a curſed abuſe 
of goſpel grace; if I had not med it to be filled 
with the things of the world, and to become negli- 
gent in attending unto eſpecial duties, I had not, at 
this day, been thus ſick, weak, thriftleſs, wounded, 
decayed, defiled. My careleſs, my deceived mind, 
bath been the beginning of fin and tranſgreſſion un- 
to my ſoul. And this diſcovery will direct the ſoul 
unto a ſuitable way for 1ts healing and recovery, 
which will never be effetted by a multiplying of par- 
ucular duties, but by a reſtoring of the mind, Plal., 
XXIII. 3. EF | | 
And this alſo doth hence appear to be the great 
means of preſerving our ſouls, both as unto their ge- 
neral frame, and particular duties, according to the 
mind and will of God; namely, to endeavour after 
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a ſound and ſtedfaſt mind. It is a ſignal grace 90 
have the ſpirit of power, and love, and of a ſound 
mind, 2 Tim. i. 7. A ſtable, ſolid, reſolved mind 
in the things of God, not eaſily moved, diverted, 
changed, not drawn aſide; a mind not apt to hearken 
after corrupt reaſonings, vain inſinuations, or pre. 
tences to draw it off from its duty: this is that which 
the apoſtle exhorts believers unto: * Therefore, my 
beloved brethern, be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord,“ 1 Cor. xv. 38. 
The ſtedtaſtneſs of our minds, abiding in their duty, 
is the cauſe of all our unmoveableneſs, and fruitful. 
neſs in obedience. And ſo Peter tells us, that thoſe 
who are, by any means, led away, or enticed, ** they 
fall from their own ſtedfaſtneſs,“ 2 Pet. iii. 7. And 
the great blame that is laid upon backfliders, is, that 
they are not ſtedfaſt: Their ſpirit was not ftedfaſt, 
Pfal. Ixxviii. 37. For if the foul be ſafe, unleſs the 
mind be drawn off from its duty, the ſoundneſs and 
 ſltedfaſtneſs of the mind, is its great preſervative, 

And there are three parts of this ſtedfaſtnefs of the 
mind, Firſt, A full purpoſe of cleaving to God in 
all things. Secondly, A daily renovation and quick- 
ening of the heart, unto a diſcharge of this purpoſe, 
Thirdly, Refolutions againſt all dalliance, or parlies, 
about negligences in that diſcharge; which are nat 
here to be ſpoken unto. 70 
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CHAP. X. 


The Deceit of Sin, in drawing off the Mind 


from its Attendance unto particular Duties, 


farther diſcovered. Several Things requir- 
ed in the Mind of Believers, with reſpett 
unto particular Duties of Obedience. The 
Actings of Sin, in a Way of Deceit, to di- 
vert the Mind from them. EL 


E have not, as yet, brought unto an iſſue, 


the firſt way of the working of the deceit of 
ſin; namely, in its drawing away of the mind from 
the diſcharge of its duty, which we inſiſt upon the 
longer, upon a double account. 


Firſt, Becauſe of its importance and concernment, 
If the mind be drawn off, if it be tainted, weakened, 


turned aſide from a due and ſtrict attendance unto its 


charge and office, the whole ſoul, will and affections, 
are certainly entangled, and draw into fin; as hath 


been in part declared, and will afterwards further ap- 
pear, This we ought, therefore, to give diligent 
heed unto, which is the deſign of the apoſtle's exhor- 


tation: Therefore we ought to give the more earneſt 


heed to the things which we have heard, Jeſt at any 
time we ſhould let them flip,” Heb. ii. 1. It is a 


failure of our minds, by the deceitfulneſs of ſin, in 
loling the life, power, ſenſe and impreſſion of the 


word; which he cautions us againſt, And therezis no 
way to prevent it, but by giving of moſt earneſt heed 
unto the things which we have Teard which expreſſ- 
eth the whole duty of our minds, in attending unto 
obedience, | 
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Secondly, Becauſe the actings and workings of 
the mind being ſpiritual, are ſuch as the conſcience 
unleſs clearly enlightened, and duly excited and Pir. 
red up, 1s not affetted withal, ſo as to take due no. 
tice of them. Conſcience is not apt to exerciſe reflex 
acts upon the mind's failures, as principally reſpet.. 
ing the acts of the whole foul. when the affections 

are entangled with fin of which afterwards or the 

will begins to conceive it, by its expreſs conſent, 
conſcience is apt to make an uproar in the ſoul, and 
to give it no reſt dr quiet, until the ſoul be reclaimed, 
or itſelf be, one way or other, bribed or dehauched. 
But theſe negletts of the mind being ſpiritual, without 
very dihgent attendance, they are ſeldom taken no- 
tice of, Our minds are often in the ſcriptures called 
our ſpirits: © Whom I ſerve in my fſpirit;”” Rom, i, 
9. and are diſtinguiſhed from the ſoul, which prin- 
cipally intends the affections, in that diſtribution,— 
ſanctify you wholly, © your whole ſpirit and ſoul,” 
1 Thell. v. 23. that is, your mind and affections. It is 
true, where the term ſpirit is uſed to expreſs ſpiritual 
gate it is, as unto thoſe gifts, oppoſed to our un. 

erſtandings; which is taken for the firſt act of the 
mind, in a rational perception of things: 1 Cor. xiv. 
15. but as that word is applied unto any faculty of 
our ſouls, it is the mind that it expreſſeth. This 
then being our ſpirit, the actings of it are ſecret and 
hidden, and not to be difcovered without ſpiritual 
wiſdom and diligence, Let us not ſuppoſe then, 
that we have dwelt too long on this conſideration, 
which is of ſo great importance to us, and yet ſo hid. 
den, and which we are apt to be very inſenſible of, 
and yet our carefulneſs in this matter is one of the bell 
evidences that we have of our ſincerity. Let us not 
then be like a man that is ſenſible, and complains of 
a cut finger, but not of a decay of ſpirits tending unto 
death. There remains therefore: as to this head of 
our diſcourſe, the conſideration of the charge of the 


IN BELIEVERS, 119 


mind, in reference unto particular duties and fins, 
And in the conſideration of it, we ſhall do theſe two 
things; : 
Firſt, Shew what is required in the mind of a be- 
liever, in reference unto particular duties, | 


* 


Secondly, Declare the way of the working of the 
deceit of ſin to draw it off from its attendance there- 
unto. The like alſo ſhall be done with reſpect unto 

articular fins, and their avoidance, _ 

Firſt, For the right performance of any duty. It 
is not enough that the thing required be itſelf per- 
formed, but that it be univerſally ſquared and fitted 
unto the rule of it. Herein lies the great duty of 
the mind, namely, to attend unto the rule of duties, 
and to take care that all the concernments of them 
be ordered thereby. Our progreſs in obedience, is 
our edification, or building. Now 1t 1s but a very 
little furtherance unto a building, that a man bring 
wood and ſtones, and heap them up together, with- 
out order. They muſt be hewed and ſquared, and 
fitted by line and rule, if we intend to build. Nor 
is it unto any advanage unto our edification in faith 
and obedience, that we multiply duties, if we hee 
them upon one another, if we order and diſpoſe them 
not according to rule. And therefore doth GoD 
expreſly reject a multitude of duties, when not uni- 
verfally ſuited unto the rule: Jo what purpoſe is 
the multitude of your ſacrifices?” Ia. i. 11. they 
are a trouble unto me, I am weary to bear them,” 
ver. 14. And therefore all acceptable obedience 1s 
called, a proceeding” according unte rule: Gal. vi. 
10. it is a eee or regular obedience. As let- 
ters in the alphabet heaped together ſignify nothing, 
unleſs they are diſpoſed into their proper order ; no 
more do our duties without this diſpoſal. That they 
be ſo, is the great duty of the mind, and which, wit 
all diligence, it is to attend unto: Walk circum- 
Ipettly,” Epheſ, v 25. exactly, accurately, that is, 
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every duty; as 5 e nf Ka 

” Firſt; That , 4e the matter ol it, tbe n be 
complete; Under tlie Taw, no beaſt was al Io wel 
be a ſacrifice that had any member wanting, any 4: 
ſebt of parts. Such were rejected, as well as tho en 
| that were lame or blind. 5 Duties muſt be complete 
A8 to the parts, the matter of them. There ma be 


ſuch a part of the price keßt back, as may make fe 9 
tendering of all the reſidue unacceptable. Saul de 
ſparing Node and the fatteſt of the cattle, render 
the deſtroying of all the reſt uſeleſs. Thus, when = 
men will give alms, or perform other ſervices, but 
not unto the proportion that the rule requireth, aul | 
which the mind, by diligent attention unto it, might 
diſcayer, the whole duty is vitiated. 307 eg 
1 . r eee 4 4350 A! the 
" Secondly, "As to the principle Se. ith oY: 
it be done in faith, and therein,%by an attual' dengz of 
tion of ſtrength from Chriſt, without wh 


- 


tion, m Chriſt, without whom we *"cax 
dg n6thing,”” TAG Xv. 5. It is nat 105 chatte 
perſoh be a believer; though that, be che 0 ary nf 
every go d work, Epheſ. Ii. 10. but Ao, tat full 
| bepeculiarlyattive in evefy duty tate f; 40 1 
| whole obedience is the * obedience öf faitft;““ Nö 
i. 5. that is, Khich the doktrine öf faith requih;l 
and which the grace of faith beareth of- ringe 
forth. S0 Chriſt is exprefly” ſaid ige“ our lf; 
Col. iii. 4. oür ſpiritual ite, thiat 18, tlie Ir ing, au 
thor, and cauſe of it. Now as ph A ey 
vital act can be performed, but hy the- auf per 
tion of the principle of life itfelf; fo, inlife fff! aye 
no fpiritually vital act, that is, no duty acceptable 
God, can be performed, but by tlie actual worth 
of Chriſt, who is our life. And this is n& othef Wey 
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derived unto us, but by faith. Whence ſaith the 
apoſtle, ** Chriſt liveth in me, and the life which I 
now lead in the fleſh, is by the faith of the Son of 
God,” Gal. ii. 20. Not only was Chrift his life, a 
living principle unto him, but he led a life, that is, 
diſcharged vital actions, in all duties of holineſs and 
obedience, by the faith of the Son of God, or in 
him; deriving _— of grace and ſtrength from 
him thereby. Thus therefore ought a believer dili- 
ly to attend unto, namely, that every thing he 
Ft to God, be done in the ſtrength of Chriſt; 
which, wherein it conſiſteth, ought diligently to be 
inquired into by all who intend to walk with God. 
Thirdly, In this reſpe& unto rule, the manner of 
the performance of every duty is to be regarded. 
Now there are two things in the manner of the per- 
formance of any 15 which a believer, who is en- 
truſted with ſpiritual light, ought to attend unto. 
Firſt, That it be done in the way, and by the 
means, that God hath preſcribed, with reſpect unto 
the outward manner of its performance. Aud this 
1 R to be regarded in duties of the worſhip 
of God ; the matter and outward manner whereof 
d both equally fall under his command. If this be 
not regarded, the whole duty is vitiated. I fpeak 
not of them who ſuffer themſelves to be deluded by 
the deceuttulneſs of fin, utterly to diiregard the rule 
of the word in ſuch things, and to worſhip God ac- 
cording to their own imagination, but of them prin- . 
apally, who, although they in general profeſs to do 
nothing but what requires, and as he requires 
u. yet do not diligently attend to the rule, to make 
the authority of God to be the ſole cauſe and reaſon, 
boch of what they do, and of the manner of the per- 
lormance of it. And this is the reaſon that God fa 
olten. calls. on his people to conſider diligently and 
wilely, that they may do all according as. he had 
commanded. Wo 1 
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_ Secondly, The affeRions of the heart and mind 
in duties, belong to the performance of them in the 
inward manner. The preſcriptions and commands 


of God, for attendance hereunto, are innumerable, 


and the want hereof, renders every duty an abomina. 


tion unto him. A facrifice without an heart, with. 
out ſalt, without fire, of what value is it? No more 


are duties without ſpintual affections. And herein is 
the mind to keep the charge of God; to fee that 


the heart, which he requires, be tendered to him, 
And we find alſo, that God requireth eſpecial affec. 
tions to accompany ſpecial duties. He that gives 
with chearfulneſs;“ which, if they are not attended 
unto, the whole is loſt. , 


Thirdly, The mind is to attend unto the ends of 
duties; and therein, principally, the glory of God 
in Chriſt. Several other ends will fin and ſelf im. 

poſe upon our duties; eſpecially two it will preſs 
| hard upon us with: Firſt, Satisfaction of our con. 
victions and conſciences. Secondly, The praiſe of 


men. For ſelf. righteouſneſs and oſtentation, are the 


main ends of men that are fallen off from God in 
all moral duties whatſoever. In their fins they en. 


deayour for to ſatisfy their luſts; in their duties, their 


conviction and pride. Theſe the mind of a believer 


is diligently to watch againſt, and to keep up in al 


a ſingle eye to the glory of God, as that Which an. 


ſwers the great and general rule of all our obedience; 
++ Whatever you do, do it all to the glory of God.“ 
Theſe and the like things, I ſay, which are- com- 


monly ſpoken unto, is the mind of a believer'obliged 


to attend diligently and conſtantly unto, with reſpect 
unto all the particular duties of our e 


God. Here then lies no ſmall part of the deceit of 


lin; namely, to draw the mind off from this watch, 
to bring an inadvertency upon it, that it ſhall not, 


in theſe things, keep the watch and charge' of. the 
Lord, And if it can do ſo, and thereby {trip our 
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duties of all their excellencies, which he in theſe 
concernments of them, that the mind is to attend 
unto, it will not much trouble itſelf, nor us, about 
the duties themſelves. And this it attempts ſeveral 
Ways. | | 3; Krnro's tear + froput and ed... 
k irſt, By perſuading the mind to content itſelf with 
generals, and to take it off from attending unto | 
things in | eg inſtances, For example: It 
would perſuade the ſou] to reſt ſatisfied in a general 


aun of doing things to the glory of God, without 


conſidering how every particular duty may have that 


| tendency. Thus. Saul thought that he had fulfilled 


his whole duty, and done the will of God, and ſought 
his glory, in his war againſt Amalek, when, for 


| want of attendance to eyery particular duty in that 


ſervice, he had diſhonoured God, and ruined himſelf 
and his poſterity. And men may perſuade them- 
ſelves, that they have a general deſign for the glory 
of God, when they have no active principle in par- 
ticular duties tending at all that way, But if, in- 
ſtead of fixing the mind by faith on the peculiar ad- 
vancing the glory of God in a duty, the ſoul con- 
tents itſelf with a general notion of doing ſo, the 
mind is already diverted and drawn off from its 
charge, by the deceitfulneſs of ſin. If a man be 
travelling in a journey, it is not only required of 
him, that he bend his courſe that way; and lo go'on; 
but, if he attend not unto every turning, and other 
occurrences in his way, he may wander, and never 
come to his journey's end. And if we ſuppoſe that, 
in general, we. aim at the glory of God, as we all 
proteſs to do, yet if we attend not unto it diſtinctly, 
upon every duty that occurs in our way, we ſhall 
never attain the end aimed at. And he who ſatisſies 
hunſelf with this general purpoſe, without atting it 
in every ſpeciag; duty, will not long retain that pur- 
pole neither. I doth the ſame work upon the mind, 
in reference unto the W of our duty, as it 
by 
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doth unto the end. Their principle is, that they. be MW at 
done in faith, in the ſtrength of Eurit; but if men Ml {@ 
content themſelves that they are believers, that they WW 
have faith, and do nat labour in eve particular.duty 
to akt faith, to lead their ſpiritual lives, in all the 
acts of them, by the faith of the ſon of God," 
the mind is drawn off from its duty. It is particula I ab; 
actions wherein we expreſs and exerciſe our faith and W ch. 
obedience; and what we are in them, that we are, di 
and no more. 8 „ 
Secondly, It draws off the mind from the duties MW G: 
before mentioned, by. infinuating a ſecret content. MW 6 
ment unto it, from the duty itſelf performed, as to ch 
the matter of it. This is a fair diſcharge of ana hi 
tural conſcience. If the duty be performed, though MW A 
as to the manner of its performance it come ſhort, lit 
almoſt in all things, of the rule, conſcience and con. T 
viction will be ſatisfied. As Saul, upon his expedi. m 
tion againſt Amalek, cries to Samuel, Come in, Ml a 
thou bleſſed of the Lord, 1 have done the com. 1} 
mandment of the Lord.“ He ſatisfied himſelf, though MW ar 
he had not attended, as he ought, to the whole vill of b 
_ God in that matter. And thus was it with them, Ia, d 
lviii. 3. Wherefore have we faſted,” ſay they, Wl ii 
* and thou regardeſt it not?“ They had pleaſed them. p 
ſelves in the performance of their duties, and expect. a 
ed that God alſo ſhould be pleaſed with them. But e 
be ſhews them at large wherein they had failed, and b 
that fo far as to render what they had done an abomi- 
nation. And the like charge he expreſſeth againſt W it 
them, chap. xlviii. 1, 2. This the deceitfulneſs of W a 
ſin endeavours to draw the mind unto, namely, to take t 
up in the performance of the duty felt. Pray thou 
oughteſt, and thou haſt prayed; give alms thou 
oughteſt, and thou haſt given alms; quiet then thyſelf 
in what thou haſt done, and go on to do the like. If 
it prevail herein, the mind is diſcharged from farther 


— 
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ſoul on the borders of many evils. For. 
Thirdly, Hence cuſtoniarineſs in all duties will 
quickly enſue, Which is the height of ſin's drawing 
off the mind from duty. For men's minds may be 
drawn from all duties in the midſt of the moſt 
abundant performance of them. For in and under 

them, the mind may 'be fubje& unto an habitual 
diverfion' from its charge and watch unto the rule. 
What is done with ſuch a frame, is not done to 
God, Amos v. 25. None of their ſacrifices were to 
God, although they profeſſed they were all fo. But 

they attended not unto his worſhip in faith, and unto 
his glory, and he deſpiſed all their duties, Hol. x. 1, 
And this is the great reaſon why profeſſors thrive fo 
little under the performance of a multitude of duties. 
They attend not unto them in a due manner, their 


attendance and watching unto duty, which leaves the 


minds being drawn off from their circumſpe& watch, 


and ſo they have little or no communion with Godin 
them, which'is the end whereunto they are deſigned, 
and by which alone they become uſeful and profita; 
ble unto themſelves. And in this manner are inany | 
duties of worlhip and obedience performed by a'wo- 
tul generation of hypocrites, formaliſts, and profane 
perlous, without either life or light in themſelves. or 
acceptation- with God; their minds being wholly 
eſtranged from a due attendance unto what they do, 
by the power and deceitfulneſs of ſin. 
Fourthly, As it is in reſpect of duties, ſo alſo it 
8 in reſpect of ſins. There are ſundry things in and 
about every fin that the mind of a believer, by vir- 
tue of its ofhce and duty, is obliged to attend diil- 
Fan, unto, for tlie preſervation of the ſoul from it. 
Things there are which God hath appointed and 
lantiified, to give effectual rebukes and checks to 
the whole working of the law of fin, and ſuch as 


in the law of grace, under which we are, are ex- 
ceedingly ſuited and fitted unto that purpoſe. And 
G 3 
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theſe the deceit of fin endeavours, by. all means, to 


draw off the mind from a due conſideration of, and 
attendance unto, Some few of them we {ſhall a little 
reflect upon, 

Firſt, The firſt and moſt general is, the ſovereign. 
ty of God, the great lawgiver, by whom it is for. 


bidden. This Joſeph fixed on in his great tempta. 


tion: © How can I do this great wickedneſs, and 
ſin againſt God,” Gen. xxx1x. 9. There was in it a 
great evil, a great ingratitude againſt man, which he 


pleads alſo, and inſiſts upon, ver. 8, 9. but that 


which fixed his heart and reſolution againſt it, was 


_ the formality of it, that it was fin againſt God, by 


whom it was ſeverely forbidden. So the apoſtle in- 


forms us, that in our dealing in any thing that is a. 


gainſt the law, our reſpett is ſtill to be unto the law. 
giver, and his ſovereignty: * It thou judge the lay, 
thou art not a doer of the law, but a judge; there is 
one. lawgiver, who is able to ſave and to deſtroy,” 
Jam. iv. 11, 12. Conſider this always, there is one 


lawgiver, holy, righteous, armed with ſovereign 
power and authority; he is able to ſave and deſtroy, 


Hence fin is called a rebellion, a caſting off his yoke, 


a deſpiſing of him, and that in his ſovereignty, as 


the great lawgiver! and this ought the mind always 


pradttically-to attend unto, in all the luſtings, actings, 
and ſuggeſtions of the law of lin, eſpecially when ad- 


vantaged by any ſuitable or vigorous temptation. It 
is God that hath forbidden this thing, the great law- 


_ giver, under whoſe abſolute ſovereignty I am, in de- 
pendence on whom | live, and by whom I am to be 


mipoſed of, as to my preſent and eternal condition. 
This Eve fixed on, at the beginning of ker temptation; 
God hath ſaid, we muſt not eat of this tree, Gen, iii. 3. 
but ſhe kept not her ground, ſhe abode not by that 


- conſideration, but ſuffered her mind to be diverted 
from it by the ſubtilty of ſatan, which was the entrance 
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| : whe! : 
deviations from obedience. | 


Secondly, The deceit of ſin, of every fin, the pu- 
niſhment appointed unto it in the law, is another 


of her tranſgreſſion; and ſo it is unto us, in all our 


thing that the mind ought actually 10 attend unto, 


in reference unto every particular gvil. And the di- 
verſions from this, that the minds of men have been 


doctrinally and practically attended withal, have been 


an inlet into all manner of abominations. [ob pro- 


feſſeth another frame in himſelt: * Deſtruction from 


God was a terror unto me, and by reaſon of his 
highneſs I could not endure,” Job xxxi. 23, Many 
evils he had mentioned in the foregoing verſes, and 
pleads his innocency from them, although they were 
ſuch as, upon account of his greatneſs and power, he 
could have committed eaſily, without fear of danger 
from men. Here he gives the reaſon that prevailed 
with him, ſo carefully to abſtain from them, © De- 
ſtruction from God was a terror to me, and by reaſon 
of his highneſs I could not endure.” I conſidered, 
ſaith he, hat God had appointed death and deſiruc- 
tion for the puniſhment of ſin, and that ſuch was his 


greatneſs, Ighnels, and power, that he could infl:tt 


it unto the uttermoſt, in ſuch a way, as no creature is 
able to abide or to avoid. So the apoſlle diretts be- 
hevers, always to conſider what a“ teartul thing it is 
to fall into the hands of the living God,” Heb. x. g1. 
and that becauſe he hath ſaid, “ vengeance is mine, I 
will recompence,” ver. go. He is aſin-avenging God, 
that will by no means acquit the guilty; as in the de- 
claration of his gracious name, infinitely full of en- 
couragement to poor ſinners in Chriſt, he adds that in 


the cloſe, that he * will by no means clear the guilty,” 


Exod. xxxiv. 7. That he may keep upon the minds 
of them whom he pardoneth, a due ſenſe of the pu- 
niſhment that is due from his vindictive juſtice, unto 
every fin, And ſo the apoſtle would have us mind, 


that even our“ God is a conſuming fire,” Heb, 
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Xii. leg. chat is, that we ſhould conſider his holinefg 


and vindidctive juſtice, 3 unto fin a meei re. 
compence of reward. 


nd mens breaking through 
this conſideration, he reckons as the height of the ag. 


| gravations of their ſins: They knew that it is the 


judgment of God, that they which commit ſuch 
things were worthy of death, yet continued to do 


them, Rom. i. 32. What hope is there for ſuch 


perſons? There 1s, indeed, relief againſt this con- 
ſideration, for humbled beheving ſouls in the blood 


of Chriſt; but this relief is not to take off the mind 
from it, as it is appointed of God to be a reſtraint 
from fin. And both theſe confiderations, even the 


ſovereignty of God, and the puniſhment of fin, are 
put together by our Saviour: Fear not them which 

ill the body, but are not able to kill the ſoul ; but 
rather fear him which 1s able to deſtroy both ſoul and 


body in hell,” Matt. x. 28. ö 
I Thirdly, The conſideration of all the love and 
kindneſs of God, againſt whom every fin is com- 


mitted, is another TY that the mind ought dili- 
And this is a prevailing con- 
ſide ration, if rightly and graciouſly managed in the 


foul. This Moſes preſſeth on the people; Do 


you thus requue the Lord, O foolith people and 


_ unwiſe? Is not he thy father that bought thee? 
 Hath he not made thee, and eſtabliſhed thee?” 


Deut. xxxii. 6. Is this a requital for eternal love, and 


all the fruits of it? for the love and care of a father, 
of a redeemer, that we have been made partakers of ? 


And it is the ſame conſideration which the apoſtle ma- 


nageth to this purpoſe; © Having therefore theſe pro- 


miles, dearly beloved, let us cleauſe ourſelves from all 


| filthineſs of the fleſh and ſpirit, perfetting+holinels 


in the fear of God,” 2 Cor. vii. 2, The receiving 
of the promiſes ought to be cffettual, as to ſtir us up 


unto all holineſs, ſo to work and effett an abſtience 


from all ſin. And what promiſes are theſe? namely, 
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that God will bel ua father bntolus, and-willl receiue 
us, obep. vi. 19, 48. hç＋eh comipri feth the whole 


of all the love: of God towards us, here and; o eter- 


nity. If there be any ſpirituab ingenuity in the ſoul 
whilſt the anind is attentive to this confuleratzan; 1 
can be no prevailing attempt made pen itu by dhe 
power of-{in.- Now there are do parts ob-this gons! 
ſidera tion.. („ e f hn mot 
Firſt, That which is general in it; that which is 
common unto all believers. This is managed unto! 
this purpoſe, Behold: what manner of love the Na- 
ther hath beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be called: 
the ſons of God; therefore the world knowethu us 
not, becauſe it knew him not. Beloved, now are: 
we the ſons of God, and it doth not yet appear What: 
we ſhall be; but we know that when he ſhall appear, 
we ſhall be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is. 
And every man that hath this hope, purifieth himſelf, 
even as he is pure, 2 John iii. 1—g. Conſider, ſaith 
he, the love of God, and the privileges that we en- 
joy by it: Behold what manner of love the Father 
bath beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be called the. 
the ſons of God. Adoption is an eſpecial fruit of it. 
and how great a privilege is this? Such love it is, 
and ſuch are the fruits of it, that the world knoweth 
nothing of the bleſſed condition which we obtain and 
enjoy thereby: The world knoweth us not.“ Nay, 
it is ſuch love, and fo unſpeakably bleſſed and glori- 
ous are the effects of it, that we ourſelves are not able 
to comprehend them. What uſe then ought we to 
make of this contemplation of the excellent, unſpeak- 
able love of God? Why faith he, Every one that 
hath this hope purifieth himſelf.” Every man, who 
being made partaker of this love, and thereupon an 
hope of the full enjoyment of the fruits of it, of be- 
ing made like to God in glory, purifieth himſelf, that 
is, in an abſtinence from all and every fin, as in the 
following words is at ee. 1 
3 
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Secondly, It is to be conſidered as to ſuch pecyliar 
mercies and fruits of love, as every one's ſoul hath been 
made partaker of. There is no believer, but, beſides 
the love and mercy-which he hath in common with all 
his brethren; he hath alſo in the lot of his inheritance, 
ſomie incloſures, fome eſpecial mercies, wherein he 
hath a fingle property. He hath ſome joy which no 
ſtranger intermeddleth withal, Prov. xiv. 10. parti. 
cular applications of cpvenant love and mercy to his 
ſoul. Now theſe are all proviſions laid in by God, 
that they may be borne in mind againft an hour of 
temptation, that the conſideration of them may pre- 
ſerve the ſoul from the attemps of fin. Their negle& 
is an high aggravation of our provocations. It is 
charged as the great evil of Solomon, that he had ſin- 
ned againſt ſpecial mercies, eſpecial intimations of 
love; he ſinned after God *© had appeared to him 
twice,” 1 Kings xi. 9. God required that he ſhould 
have borne in mind that eſpecial favour, and have 
made it an argument againſt ſin: but he negletted it, 

and 1s burdened with this ſore rebuke. And indeed 
all eſpecial mercies, all eſpecial tokens and pledges 
of love, are utterly loſt es miſpent upon us, if they 
are not improved unto this end. This, then, is an- 
other thing, that it is the duty of the mind greatly to 
attend unto, and to oppoſe effectually, unto every 
attempt that is made on the ſoul, by the law of ſin. 
Thirdly, The conſiderations that ariſe from the 
blood and mediation of Chriſt, are of the ſame im- 
portance, So the apoſtle declares; ** For the love 
of Chriſt conſtraineth us, becauſe we thus judge, that 
if one died for all, then were all dead; and that he 
died for all, that they which live, ſhould not hence- 
forth live unto themſelves, but unto him which died 
ſor them, and roſe again, 2 Cor, v. 14, 15. There 
is a conſtraining efficacy in this conſideration ; it is 
| great, forcible, effectual, if duly attended unto. But 
8 not here in particular inſiſt on theſe things. 
_ a | | | 1 5 
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* Fourthly, Shall 'I ſpeak of the inhabitation of the 


ſpirit, the greateſt privilege that we are made par- 
takers of in this world. The due conſideration h »w 
he is grieved by fin, gp nfo hy 6s is defi- 
led thereby, how his comforts are, forfeited, loſt, 
deſpiſed by it, might alſo be inſiſted on. But the in- 
ſtan ces paſſed through are ſufficient for our purpoſe. 
Now herein lies the duty of the mind, in reference 
unto particular ſins and temptations. It is diligentl) 
and carefully to attend unto theſe things, to dwell 
conſtantly upon the conſideration of them, to have 


them in a continual readineſs to oppoſe unto all 


the luſtings, actings, warrings, attempts, and rage 
n. . 
In reference hereunto doth fin, in an eſpecial 
manner, put forth and act its deceit. It labours by 


all means to draw off the mind from its due attend- 
ance unto theſe things; to deprive the ſoul of this 


great preſervative and antidote againſt its poiſon. 
It endeavours to cauſe the ſoul to ſatisfy itfelf with 
general undigeſted notions about fin, that it may 
have nothing in particular to-betake itſelf unto in its 
own defence, againſt its attempts and temptations. 
And the ways whereby it doth this, may be alſo 
briefly conſidered. mw 8 | | 


_ Firſt, It is from the deceit of ſin that the mind 


is ſpiritually flothful, whereby it becomes negligent 
unto this duty. The principal diſcharge of its truſt, 
in this matter, is expreſſed by watching, which is 


the great caution that the Lord Jeſus gave unto his 


diſciples, in reference to all their dangers from ſin 
and Satan, I ſay unto all watch,” Mark XIV. 37. 
That is, uſe your utmoſt diligence and circumſpee- 
tion, that you be not ſurpriſed and entangled with 
temptations, It is called alſo conſideration; © Con- 
ſider your ways: „ Conſider your latter end;“ the 


want whereof God complains of in his people, Deut. 


xxX11, 29. Now thhc which is contrary to theſe in- 
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diſpenſible conditions of our preſervation, is ſpiritual 
ſlothfulneſs, as the apoſtle declares, © And we deſire 
that every one of you' do ſhew the ſame diligence, 
to the full aſſurance of hope unto the end, that you 
be not flothful,” Heb, vi. 11, 12. If we ſhew no 
diligence, we are flothful, and in danger of coming 
| ſhort to inherit the promiſes; ſee what Peter ſays: 
And beſides this, giving all diligence, add to your 
faith, virtue; to virtue, knowledge, &c. For il 
_ theſe things be in you and abound, they make you 
that you ſhall neither be barren, nor unfruitful, in the 
| knowledge of our Lord Jeſus. But he that lacketh 
theſe things is blind, and cannot ſee afar off, and 
hiath forgotten that he was purged from his old fins; 
wherefore the rather, brethern, give diligence to 
make your calling and election ſure; for if ye do 
theſe things, you ſhall never fall; for ſo entrance 
ſhall be adminiſtred unto you abundantly, into 
the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt,” 2 Pet. i. 5, 9, 10. All this the mind 
is turned from, if once, by the deceit of fin, it be 
made flothful. Now this floth confiſts in three things. 
Firſt, Inadvertency; it doth not ſet itſelf to con. 
ſider and attend unto its ſpecial concernments. The 
apoſtle, perſuading the Hebrews with all earneſtneſs 
to attend diligently, to conſider carefully, that they 
may not be hardened by the deceitfulneſs of ſin, gives 
this reaſon of their danger, that they were“ dull of 
hearing,“ Heb. v. 11. That is, that they were 
| flothful, and did not attend unto the things of their 
duty. A ſecret regardleſſneſs is apt to creep upon 
the ſoul, and it deth not ſet itſelf. to a diligent mark- 
ing how things go with it, and what is continually 
incumbent on it. ONS 
__ Secondly, An unwillingnefs to be ſtirred up unto 
it's duty. The flothful man hideth his hand in his 
boſom, and will not ſo much as bring it to his mouth 
Again, Prov. xix. 24. There is an unwillingneſs in 
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ſloth to take any notice of warnings; calls, excita- 

tions, or ſtirrings up by the word, Spirit, Judgments 
| the. mind 

unto a due conſideration of the condition of the foul. 


And this is a perfect evidence that the Ne mage | 


flothful by the deceit of ſin, when * calls, a 


warnings, whether in a ſuitable word, or a preſling 


judgment, cannot prevail with it to. ull its hand out 


of its boſom; that is, to ſet about the ſpecial duties 
eee, . i GS 

Thirdly, Weak and ineffettual attempts to reco- 
ver itſelf unto its duty. As the door: turneth itſelf 
upon its hinges, ſo doth the flothful man upon his 
bed,” Prov. xxvi. 14. In the turning of a door upon 
its hinges, there is ſome motion, but no progreſs, 
It removes up and down, but is ſtill in the place 
and poſture that it was. So is it with the ſpiritually 
ſlothful man on his bed, or in his ſecurity. He 
makes ſome motions, or faint endeavours, towards 
a diſcharge of his duty, but goes not on. There, 
where he was one day, there he is the next; yea, 
there, where he was one year, he is the next. His 
endeavours are faint, cold, and evanid; he gets no 
ground by them, but is always beginning, and never 
faiſhing, his work. „%% LS 

Fiſt, Heartleſſneſs upon the apprehenſions of 
dithculties and diſcouragements. The flothtul man 
faith, There is a lion in the way, I ſhall be ſlain in 
the ſtreets,” Prov. xxii. 13. Every difficulty deters 
him from duty. He thinks it impoſlible for him to 
attain to that accuracy, exactneſs, and perfection 
which he is, in this matter, to preſs 0 ; and, 
therefore, contents. himſelf in his old coldneſs and 


ener rather than to run the hazard of an uni- 


verſal circumſpettion. Now if the deceit of fin hath 


| once drawn away the mind into this frame, it lays it 
open to neg? temptation and incurſion ot ſin. The 
t 


Spouſe in the Canticles, ſeems to have been ovel— 
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taken with this diſtemper; Prov. v. 1—g. and this 
puts her on various excuſes, why ſhe cannot attend 
unto the call of Chriſt, and apply herſelf unto her 
duty in walking with him. 5 
Secondly, It draws away the mind from its watch 
and duty, in reference unto ſin, by ſurpriſals. It 


falls in conjunction with ſome urgent temptation, and WI 
| ſurprifeth the mind into thoughts, quite of another of 
nature than thoſe which it ought to inſiſt upon, in is 
its own defence. So it ſeems to have been with Pe. ce 
ter; his carnal fear, cloſing with the temptation att 
wherein Satan ſought to winnow him, filled his mind I of 
with ſo many thoughts about his own imminent dan. lo 
ger, that he could not take into conſideration the tel 
love and warning of Chriſt, nor the evil whereunto ar 
his temptation led him, nor any thing that he ought dy 
to have inſiſted on for his preſervation. And, there. n 
fore, upon a review of his folly, in neglecting thoſe th 
thoughts of God, and the love of Chriſt, which, 
through the aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, might have fr 
kept him from his ſcandalous fall, he © wept bitter- th 
ly.” And this, indeed, is the common way to the 
working of the deceit of ſin, as unto particular evils, 10 
It lays hold on the mind ſuddenly, with thoughtful- W 
neſs about the preſent fin, poſſeſſeth it, taketh it up, 0 
ſo that, either it recovers not itſelf at all to the con- 
ſiderations mentioned, or, if any thoughts of them be K 
ſuggeſted, the mind is ſo prepoſſeſſed and filled, that . 
they take no impreſſion on the ſoul, or make no abode tl 
init, Thus, doubtleſs, was David ſuppriſed in the en- t 
trance of his great ſin. Sin and temptation did ſo 0 
18 and fill his mind, with the preſent object ol 
is luſt, that he utterly forgot, as it were, thoſe con- t 
ſiderations which he had formerly made uſe of, when b 
he ſo diligently kept himſelf from his iniquity. Here, e 
therefore, lies the great wiſdom of the ſoul, in re- 8 


jecting the very firſt motions of ſin; becauſe, by 

parleys with them, the mind may be drawn off from 

attending unto its preſervatives, and ſo the whole ruſh 
into evil. | : 
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Thirdly, It draws away the mind by frequency 
and long continuance: of its ſolicitations, making as 
it were at laſt a conqueſt of it!) And this happens 
not without an open neglect of the ſoul, ain want 
of ſtirring up itſelf to give an effectual rebuke, in 
the ſtrength, and by the grace, of Chriſt, unto fin, 
which would have prevented its prevalency. But 
of this, more ſhall be ſpoken afterwards. And this 
is the firſt way whereby the law of fin acts its de- 
ceit againſt the ſoul, It draws off the mind from 
attendance unto its charge and office, both in reſpect 
of duty and fin. And ſo far as this is done, he per- 
ſon is ſaid to be drawn away, or drawn off. He is 
tempted; every man is 6 N when he is thus 
drawn away by his own luſt, or the deceit of ſin, 
dwelling in him. And the whole effect of this work- 
ing of the deceitfulneſs of ſin, may be reduced unto 
theſe three heads. „„ Ces 1 

Firſt, The remiſſion of an univerſally watchful 
frame of ſpirit unto every duty, and againſt all, even 
the moſt hidden and ſecret actings of fin. . 

Secondly, The omiſſion of peculiar attending un- 
to ſuch duties as have an eſpecial reſpect unto the 


weakening and ruin of the whole law of ſin, and the 


obviating of its deceitfulneſs, _ {20s 
Thirdly, Spiritual ſloth, as to a diligent regard un- 
to all the eſpecial concernments of duties and fins. 


When theſe three things, with their branches men- 


tioned, leſs or more, are brought about, in, or upon 
the ſoul, or ſo far as they are ſo, ſo far a man is drawn 
off by his own luſt, or the deceit of ſin, 


oo 


There is no need of adding here any directions for 


| the prevention of.;this evil, they having ſufficiently 


been laid down, iu our paſſage through the eonſidera- 
"oy both of the duty of the mind, and of the deceit 
of fa. een TY! 
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The Working of Sin by Deceit t to > entangle 
the Aﬀettions. The Ways whereby It 15 pre 
done. Means of their Prevention. 4 


Tur enn thing i in the end of the a "— uus 


aſcribed unto the deceitful working of fin, is, of 


its enticing. A man is drawn hey berg enticed, wh 
And this ſeems particularly to reſpett the affeftions, TY 
as drawing away doth the mind. The mind is drawn of 
away from duty, and the affe&jons are enticed unto thi 
ſin. From the prevalency hereof, a man is ſaid to be the 
enticed, or entangled, as with a bait ; ſo the word im. mi 
ports. For there is an alluſion in it, unto the bait wa 

 wherewith a fiſh is taken on the hook, which holds 


him to his deſtruction. And concerning this effect 
of the deceit of ſin, we ſhall briefly ſhew two things: hir 
Firſt, What it is to be enticed, or to be entan- 1 
led, with the bait of ſin; to have the affections f. 
| tainted with an inclination thereunto, and when they 


are ſo. ob 
Secondly, What courſe ſin takes, had what way tle 
it proceedeth in, thus to entice, enſnare, or entan- th; 
gle the ſoul. oy 
Our firſt inquiry is, What it is to be enticed, or ks 


entangled, with the. bait of ſin: An! here, | 

Firſt, The affections are certainly entangled, when 
they ſtir up frequent imaginations about the propoſed th 
object, which this deceit of fin leadeth and enticeth 
towards. When fin prevails, and the affections are 
gone tully after it, it fills the imagination with it, « 
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ſſeſſing it with images, likeneſſes, appearances of 


it continually. Such perfons deviſe iniquity, and 


work evil on their beds; which they alſo praftiſe, 


when they are able, when it is in the power of 
their hand, Mic. ii. 1. As in particular, Peter tells 
us, that they have eyes full of an adultereſs, and 
they cannot ceaſe from ſin,” 2 Pet. ii. 14. That is, 
their imaginations are poſſeſſed with a continual re- 
preſentation of the „ of their luſts. And it is ſo, 
in part, where the affections are, in part, entangled 
with ſin, and begin to turn aſide unto it. John tells 
us, that the things that are in the world are, the 
luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of the eyes, and the pride 


of life,” 1 John ii. 16. The luſt of the eyes is that 


which, by them, is conveyed unto the ſoul. Now 


it is not the bodily ſenſe of ſeeing, but the fixing 


of the imagination, from that ſenſe, on ſuch things 
that is intended. And this is called the eyes, becauſe 
thereby things are conſtantly repreſented unto the 


mind and ſoul, as outward objects are unto the in- 


ward ſenſe, by the eyes. And, oftentimes, the out- 


ward ſight of the eyes is the occaſion of theſe imagiua- 


tions. So Achan declares how fin prevailed with 


him: firſt he ſaw the wedge of gold, and Babyloniſh 
22 and then he coveted them, Joſh. vii. 21. 

e rolled them, the pleaſures, the profit of them, in 
his imagination, and then fixed his heart upon the 
obtaining of them. Now the heart may have a ſet- 


tled, fixed dete ſtation of fin; but yet, if a man find 


that the imagination of the mind is frequently ſoli- 
cited by it, and exerciſed about it, ſuch an one may 


know, that his affections are ſecretly enticed and 


entangled. Doh 
Secondly, This entanglement is heightened, when 
the imagination can prevail with the mind to lodge 
van thoughts in it, with ſecret delight and compla- 
cency. This is termed by caſuiſts, Gogttatio moro/a 


cum delectatione, an abiding thought with delight, 
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which, towards forbidden objects, is in all caſes x, 
tually ſinful. And yet, this may be, when the con. 
ſent of the will unto fin is not obtained; when the 
ſoul would not, for the world, do the thing whit 
yet thoughts begin to lodge in the mind abou, 
This lodging of vain thoughts in the heart, the pi. 
phet complains of, as a thing greatly ſinful, and tg 
be abhorred, Jer. iv. 14. All theſe thoughts are mel. 
ſengers, that carry fin to and fro', between the ima. 
gination and the affections, and ſtill increaſe it; en. 
damit the imagination, and more and more entang|. 
ing the affections. Achan thinks upon the golden 
wedge, this makes him like 1t, and love it; by loving 
of it, his thoughts are infected, and return to the 
imagination of its worth, and goodly ſhew, and ſo, 
by little and little, the ſoul is enflamed unto fin, 
And here, if the will parts with its fovereignty, fin 
n . 
Thirdly, Inclinations, or readineſs to attend unto 
extenuations of ſin, or the reliefs that are tendered 
againſt ſin, when committed, manifeſt the affettions 
to be entangled with it. We have ſhewn, and fall 
yet farther evidence, that it is a great part of the de. 
ceit of ſin, to tender leſſening and extennating 
thoughts of ſin unto the mind. Is it not a little one? 
or. there is mercy provided; or, it ſhall be, in due 
time, relinquiſhed and given over; is its language 
1n a deceived heart. Now, when there 1s a readinels 
in the ſoul to hearken and give entertainment unto 
ſuch ſecret inſinuations, ariſing from this deceit, in 
reference unto any fin, or unapproved courſe, it 1s 
an evidence that the affections are enticed, When 
the ſoul is willing, as it were, to be tempted, to be 
courted by ſin, to hearken to its dalliances and foli- 
Citations, 1t hath loſt of its conjugal affettions unto 


Chriſt, and is entangled. This is © looking on the 


wine when it 1s red, when 1t giveth its colour in the 
cup, when it moveth itſelf aright:“ Prov. xxiil. 21, 
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a pleaſing. contemplation on the invitations of fin, 
whoſe end the wiſe man gives us, ver. ga. When 
the deceit of ſin hath prevailed thus far on any per- 
ſon, then he is enticed or entangled; the will is not 
yet come to the actual c of this or that ſin 
by its conſent, but the whole oul is in a near inclin- 
ation thereunto. And many other inſtances I could 
we as tokens and evidences of this entanglement. 
Theſe may ſuffice to manifeſt what we intend thereby. 
Our next inquiry is, how, or by what means, the 
deccit of ſin proceeds, thus to entice and entangle 
the affections; and two or three of its baits are ma- 
nifeſt herein. 2 | tx +409 
Firſt, It makes uſe of its former prevalency upon 
the mind in drawing it off from its watch and cir- 
cumſpection. Says the wiſe man, * Surely in vain 
is the net ſpead in the fight of any bird?“ Prov. i. 17. 
or, before the eyes of every thing that hath a wing, as 
in the original. If it hath eyes open to diſcern the 
ſnare, 0 80 wing to carry it away; it will not be 
caught. And in vain ſhould the deceit of ſin ſpread 
its ſnares and nets for the entanglement of the ſoul, 
whilſt the eyes of the mind are intent upon what it 
doth, and ſo ſtir up the wings of its will and affec- 
tions, to Carry it away and avoid it. But if the eyes 
be put out, or diverted, the wings are of very little 
ule for eſcape. And therefore this is one of the ways 
which is uſed by them who take birds or fowls in 
their nets, they have falſe lights, or ſhews of things, 
to divert the light of their prey; and when that is 
done, they take the ſeaſon to caſt their nets upon 
them. So doth the deceit of lin; it firſt draws off 
and diyerts the mind, by falſe reaſonings and pre- 
tences, as hath been ſhewn, and then caſts its net 
upon the affections tor their entanglement. 
Secondly, Taking advantage of ſuch ſeaſons, it 
propoſeth {in as deſirable, as exceeding fatisfattory, 
to the corrupt.part of our affections. It gilds over 
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che object by a thouſand pretences, which it preſenu 
unto: corrupt luſtings. This is the laying of a bait, 
which the apoſtle; in this verſe, evidently allude 
unto. A bait is ſomewhat deſirable and ſuitable, tha 
is propoſed to the hungry creature for its ſatisfaftion, 
and it is, by all artifices, rendered deſirable and ſuit. 
able. Thus is ſin preſented, by the help of the ima. 
gination, unto the ſoul]; that is, ſinful and jnordinate 
objects which the affections cleave unto, are ſo p 
ſented. The apoſtle tells us, that there are * ple. 
ſures of ſin;!“ Heb. xi. 2/5. which, unleſs they ae 
deſpiſed, as they were by Moſes, there is no eſcap. 
ing of {in itſelf. Hence they that live in ſin, are fad 
to“ live in pleaſure,” Jam. v. 5. Now this plex. 
| ſace of fin conſiſts in its ſuitableneſs to give ſatisfac- 
tion to the fleſh; to luſt, to corrupt affettions, Hence 
is that. caution, 4% Make no proviſion for the fleſh, to 
fulf]l, the luſt thereof, Rom. xiii. 14. That is, do 
not ſuffer your minds, thoughts, or affettions to fix 
upon ſinful objects, ſuited to give ſatisfaction to the 
laſts of the fleih, to nouriſh and cheriſhi them there- 
bye To which purpole he ſpeaks again, © Fulfil ye 
nat the luſts.of the fleſh,” Gal. F. 18. Bring not in 
the pleaſures of ſin, to give them ſatisfaction. When 
men are under the power of fin, they are ſaid to“ ful 
fil the deſires of the fleih and of the inind,”, Ephef. ii, 
3% Thus, therefore, the deceit of ſin endeavours 10 
entangle affections, by propoſing unto them, through 


the alliſtance of the imagination; that ſuitableneß 
- . - - i | . . * 1 . SEE 1 : 1 
which is in it, to the ſatistaction of its corrupt luſts, 


now ſet at ſome liberty, by the inadvertency of the 
mind. It preſents its wine as ſparkling'in the cup, the 
beauty ol the adulreſs,” the riches of the world, unto 


ſenſual and covetous perſons, and ſomewhat in the 


like kind, in ſome degree, to Þclievers themlelves, 
When, therefore, I ſay, ſin would entangle the {oul, 
it prevails with the imagination to ſolicit the heart, 
by repreſenting this falſe painted beauty, or pretended 


ſuisfactorineſs of ſin; and then if Satan, with any 


u peculiar temptation, fall in to its aſſiſtanoe, it often - 
„ WW times inflames all the affections, and puts the whole 
2 ſoul into diſorder. A | Mol eb a9 iO! £1 (id A 040 
* Thirdly, It hides. the danger that attends ſin, it 
n, covers it, as the hook is covered with the bait, or 
„de net ſpread over with meat for the fowl to beè taken; 
lis not, indeed, poſſible that fin ſhould utterlyde- 
tt i prive the ſoul of . knowledge of the danger of its 
A Fans diſpoſſeſs it of its notion or perſuaſion that 
+ the wages of fin is death; and that it is the judg - 
ue nent of God, that they that commit fin are worthy⸗ 
bel death.” But this it will do, it will fo take up and 
ud . the mind and affections, with the baits and de- 
a. brableneſs of fin, that it ſhall divert them from an 
1 aftual and practical contemplation of the danger of it. 

| 


What Satan did, in and by his firſt temptation, that 
'0 in doth ever fince. At firſt, Eve guards herſelf with 
55 calling to mind the danger of ſin; If we eat, or touch 


* it, we ſhall die, Gen, ſii. g. But, ſo ſoon as Satan 


had filled her mind with the beauty and uſefulneſs of 
the fruit, to make one wiſe, how quickly did ſhe 


danger of eating it, the curſe due unto it; or elſe re- 
heves herſelt with a vain hope and pretence that it 
ſhould not be, becauſe the Serpent told her ſo. So 
vas David beguiled in his great tranſgreſſion, by the 
deceit of fin; his luſt being pleaſed and ſatisfied, the 
18 conſideration of the guilt and danger of his tranſ- 
155 greſſion was taken away: and therefore he is ſaid 
1 o have“ deſpiſed the Lord,“ 2 Sam. x11. 9. in that 
* be conſidered not the evil that was in his heart, and 
de danger that attended it in the threatening or com- 


1 mination of the law. Now fin, when it preſſeth up- 
my the ſoul to this purpoſe, will uſe a thouſand wiles 
bn to hide from it the terror of the Lord, the end of 


an. banſgreſſions, and eſpecially of that peculiar folly 
le a whic it ſolicits the mind unto, Hopes of pardon 
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'* WW iy aſide her practical prevalent confilennton of the 
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| ſhall be uſed to hide it, and future repentance ſha 
hide it, and preſent importunity of luſt ſhall hide it 
occaſions and opportunities ſhall hide it, ſurpriſal 
_ ſhall hide it, extenuation of ſin ſhall hide it, balanc. 
ing of duties againſt it ſhall hide it, fixing the ima. 
gination on preſent objects ſhall hide it, deſperate 
reſolutions to venture the uttermoſt for the enjoy. 


ment of luſt, in its pleaſures and profits, ſhall hide 


it. A thouſand wiles it hath which cannot be re. 
-..counteds ig is 1. 41 8 h-4j:21 | 
Fourthly, Having preyailed thus far, gilding over 
the pleaſures of fin, hiding its end and demerit, it 
| proceed? to raiſe perverſe reaſonings in the mind, to 
fix it upon the ſin propoſed, that it may be conceived | 
and brought forth, the affections being already pre. 
vailed upon; of which we ſhall ſpeak under the next 
head, of its progreſs. R II 
Here we may ſtay 2 little, as formerly, to give 
ſome few directions, for the obviating of this woful 
work of the deceitfulneſs of fin, Would we not be 
enticed or entangled, would we not be diſpoſed to 
the conception of fin, would we be turned out of 
the road and way which goes down to death? Let 
us take heed of our affections, which are of ſo great 
concernment in the whole courſe of our obedience, 
that they are commonly, in the ſcripture, called by 
the name of the heart, as the principal things which 
God requires, in our walking before him. And this 
is not ſlightly to be attended unto. The wiſe man 
ſaith, * Keep thy heart with all diligence;“ Prov, 
iv. 23. or, as in the original, above or before all 
keepings; before every watch, keep thy heart. You 
have many keepings that you watch unto; you watchto 
keep your lives, to keep your eſtates, to keep your repu- 
tations, to keep up your families; but, faith he, above 
all theſe keepings, prefer that, attend to that of the 
heart, of your affettions, that they be not entanglel 
Vith fin; there is no ſafety without it. Save all other 
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tings and loſe the heart, and all is loft, loſt unto all 
ernity. You will ſay then, what ſhall we 
ow ſhall we obſerve this duty? 
Firſt, Keep your affections, as to 
general. This advice the apoſtle gives in this very 


our members. To prepare us, to enable us here- 
our affe 
us will enable you to mortify in: fill them with the 


nd ſo enjoy the chitteſt place in them. 
ove; b. s, me 
ſwering unto, our affections; God himſelf, in his 


| the chiefeſt of ten thouſand ;” 
race and'glory; the thy d 
be bleffedneſs promiſed thereby. Were our affec- 
ons filled, taken up, and poſſeſſed with thele things, 
it is our duty that they ſhould be, it is our happi- 


*altogether' lovely, 
the 


nto, he Weep us that great direction, ver. 2. Set 
ions on things above, not on things of the 
arth, Fix your affections upon heavenly things, 


_ 


do, or 
their object in 


aſe, Coloſſ. iii. His advice, in the beginning of 
What chapter, is to direct us unto the mortification 


f fin, which he expreſsly engageth in, ver. 6: « Mor. 
iy therefore your members which are on the earth.“ 


974 , _ IP A 2 i 
event the working and deceit of fin, which wars in 


tings that are above, let them be exerciſed with them, 
the e m. They are 
eſſed and ſuitable objects, meet for, and an- 
eatty and glory; the Lord Jeſus + Chriſt, who is 


myſteries revealed in the goſpel, ü 


dels when they are; what acceſs could ſin, with its 


pnted pleaſures,” with its ſugared poiſons, with its 


nvenomed baits,” have unto our ſouls? How ſhould. 


e loathe all its propoſals, and fay unto them, Get 


elience, as an ahominable thing? For, what are the 
ain tranſitory pleafures of fin, in compariſon of the 
Xceedinff recompence of reward which is propoſed 


into us? which 
IE 9 47 


bY 


argument the apoſtle preſſes, 2 Cor. 


Secondly, As to the object of your affections in 


in eſpecial manner, let it be the croſs of Chriſt, 


hich hath an pr, 
pointment of the who 


eſhcacy towards the diſap- ' 
e work of Indwelling-ſin. 


144 OY INDWELLING $IN 


„God forbid that I ſhould glory, ſave in the croþ 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whereby the world is cry, 
cified unto me, and I unto the world,” Gal. vi. 4 
The croſs of Chirſt the apoſtle gloried and rejoiced in; 
this his heart was ſet upon, _ theſe were Ne eſſech 
of it; it cruciſied the world unto him, made it a dead 
and undeſirable thing. The baits and pleaſures 0 
fin are taken, all of them, out of the world, and the 
things. that are in the world, namely, the * luſt of 
the fleſh, the luſt of the eyes, and the pride of life,” 
Theſe are the things that are in the world; fron 
_ theſe doth fin take all its baits, whereby it enticeth 
and entangleth our ſouls. If the heart be filled with 
the croſs of Chriſt, it caſts death and undeſirableneh 
upon them all; it leaves no ſeeming beauty, no ap. 
pearing pleaſure or comelineſs in them. Again, ſaith 
ke 4 It crucifieth me to the world; makes ny 
heart, my aſſections, my deſires, dead unto any of 
| theſe things. It roots up _—_— luſts and affe&tions, 
leaves no principle to go forth and make proviſien 
for the fleth, to fulfil the luſts thereof. Labour, 
therefore, to fill your hearts with the croſs of Chrifl, 
Confider the ſorrows he underwent, the curſe he 
| bore, the blood he ſhed, the cries he put forth, the 
love that was in all this to your fouls, and the ny- 
ſtery of the grace of God therein. Meditate on 
vileneſs, the demerit, and puniſhment. of ſin, a fe. 
preſented in the croſs, the blood, the death of Chir. 
. Chriſt crucified for fin, and ſhall not our heart 
de crucified with him unto fin? Shall we give enter 
tainment unto that, or hearken unto its dalliances, 
which wounded, which pierced, which flew our 
dear Lord Jeſus? God forbid. Fill your affettion 
with the croſs of Chriſt, that there may be no room 
for fin. The world once put him out of: the houſe 
into a ſtable, when he came to fave us; let ham nov 
turn the world out of doors, when he is come 10 
ſanctify us, ike ot 
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he The Conception of Sin: through its Deceil. | 
he WY ®2Whereirvit'tonfiſteth.. The Conſent of tile 
T Wil! unto Sin. The Nature thereof. Sinks 
and Mears. is whereby i it is obtained. Oth 


e; | 
i, mages, made uſe ol by the Deceit 'of || 
arts Ain. Ignace Errors. A. | ; © | | 
nel. eee d v. LE 7 25 

ces, HE third kc ceſs of che 3 of fin, in its 

out i "4 progreſſide work; is the conception of actual 

00 i En. When it hath drawn the mind off from its 

oom f Aut, anch entanglec the affections, it proceeds to 

oule I conceive fin, in order to the bringing of it forth. 

_ „Thenz when- duſt hath conceived, it bringeth forth 

e 


in Nov the conception of ſin, in order unto I 
ts perpetration, can be nothing but the conſent of | 


the will: for, as without the conſent of the will, 
H 4 
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ſin cannot be committed; fo, where the will bach 
conlented unto it, there is nothing*in the ſoul to 
Hinder its actual accompliſhment. God doth, in. 
deed, by various ways and means, fruſtrate the 
bringing forth of theſe adulterous conceptions, cauſ. 
ing them to melt away in the womb, or, one way 


or other prove abortive, fo that not the leaſt part of 


that ſin is committed which is willed or conceived; 
yet there is nothing in the ſoul itſelf that remains 
ro give check unto it, when once the will hath 
given its confent. Oftentimes when a cloud is full 
of rain, and ready to fall, a wind comes and drives 
it away. And when the will is ready to bring forth 
its ſin, God diverts it, by one wind or other; but 
yet, the cloud was as full of rain as if it had fallen, 
and the ſoul as full of fin as if it had been committed, 
This conceiving of luſt, or fin, then is its preva- 
Tency in obtaining the confent of the will unto its fo. 
licitations. And, hereby, the foul is deflowered of 
its chaſtity towards God in Chriſt, as the apoſtle 
intimates, 2 Cor, xi. 2, 3. To clear up thus mat 
wer, wemult oblexye 8 
Firſt, That the will is the principle, the next ſeat 
and cauſe of obedience and diſobedience. Mord 


actions are unto us, or in us, ſo far good or eviluþ 


they partake of the conſent of the will. He ſpake 
truth of old, who ſaid, Omne-peccatum' eſt ades v0: 
luntarium, ut non ſit peccatum niſi ſit voluntariun. 
Every fin is fo voluntary, that if it be not volun 
tary it is not ſin.“ It is moſt true of actual fins. The 
formality of their iniquity ariſeth from the acts 0 
the will in them, and concerning them. I mean, # 
to the perſons that commit them; otherwiſe in itſelh 
the formal reaſon of fin is, its aberration from the lay 
i Sn 1 

Secondly, There is a two-fold conſent of the wil 
unto fin. - e | 

Firſt, That which is full, abſolute, complete, and 


pw =. ces A a> we . a oe oo 
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upon deliberation. A prevailing conſent, the con- 
victions of the mind being conquered, and no prin- 
ciple of grace in the will to weaken it. With this 
conſent, the Toul goes into fin as a ſhip before the 
wind, with all its fails payer, without any check 
or top. It ruſheth into lin, like the horſe into the 
battle ; men thereby, as the apoſtle ſpeaks, . 


ing themſelves over to ſin with greedineſs,” Epheſ. 


iv. 19, Thus Ahab's will was in the murdering of 
Naboth, he did it upon deliberation, by contrivance, 
with a full conſent : the doing of it gave him ſuch ſa- 
tislaction, as that it cured his malady, or the diſtemper 
of his mind. This is that conſent of the will, which 
is ated in the finiſhing and completing of fin in 


unregenerate perſons, and is not required to the ſingle 


bringing forth of ſin, whereof we ſpeak. 


Secondly, There is a conſent of the will, which is 
attended with a ſecret renitency and volition of the 
contrary, Thus Peter's will was in the denying of 
his Maſter. His will was 1n 1t, or he had not done 
it; it was a voluntary action, that which he cole to 
do at that ſeaſon, Sin had not been brought forth, if 
it had not been thus conceived. But yet at this very 
time, there was refident in his will, a contrary princt- 
ple of love to Chriſt, yea, and faith in him, which 
utterly failed not. The efficacy of it was intercepted, 
and 1ts operations ſuſpended attually, through the 
violent urging of the temptation that he was under; 
but yet it was in his will, and weakened his conſent 
unto fin, though it - conſented; It was not done with 
lelt-pleafing, which ſuch full acts of the will do pro- 
duce. 55 | „ 
Thirdly, Although there may be a predominant 


conſent in the will, which may ſuffice for the con- 


ception of particular ſins; yet there cannot be an ab- 
ſolute, total, full conſeut of the will of a believer 
unto any fin: for, V 

Firſt, There is, in his will, a principle fixed on 
good, on all good. He would do good,” Rom. 
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vii. 21, The principle of grace in the will, incline 
him to all good. And this, in general, is prevalent 
againſt the principle of ſin, ſo that the will is deno. 
minated from thence. Grace hath. the rule and do. 


minion, and not fin, in the will of every believer, 
Now that conſent unto fin in the will, which is con. 


abſolute, and complete. 


trary to the inclination, and generally a prevailing 
principle in the fame will, is not, cannot be, total, 


Secondly, There 1s not only a general, ruling, 


prevailing principle in the will againſt ſin, but there 


is alſo a ſecret reluctancy in it unto its own act, in 


. conſenting unto fin. It is true, the ſoul is not ſen. 
Able, ſometimes, of this reluctancy, becauſe the pre. 


jent conſent carries away the prevailing act of the 


will, and takes away the ſenſe of the luſtings of the 
ſpirit, or reluctancy of the principle of grace in the 
will. But the general rule holdeth in all things, at 
all times: The ſpirit luſteth againſt the fleſh:“ 


Gal. v. 17. it doth ſo actually, though not always to 


the ſame degree, nor with the ſame ſucceſs. And the 


prevalency of the contrary principle, in this or that 
particular act, doth not diſprove it. It is ſo on the 
other ſide, there is no acting of grace in the will, 


but ſin luſts againſt it; although that luſting be not 


made ſenſible in the ſoul, becauſe of the prevalency 
of the contrary acting of grace, yet it is enough to 


keep thoſe attings from perfection in their kind. 8 


is it in this renitency of grace, againſt the acting of 


lin in the ſoul; though it be not ſenſible in its opera. 


tions, yet it is enough to keep that act from being 
full and complete. And much of e wiſdom 


lies in diſcerning aright hetween the ſpiritual reniten- 


cy of the principle of grace in the will againſt fin, 


and the rebukes that arc given the ſoul by conſcience 


upon conviction for ſin. 


* 


Thirdly, Obſerve, that reiterated, repeated afts 
of the conſent of the will unto fin, may beget a dif 
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poſition and inclinableneſs in it unto the like acts, 
that may bring the will unto a proneneſs and readi- 
neſs to conſent unto ſin, upon eaſy ſolicitations, Which 
is a condition dangerous to the ſoul, and greatly to be 
watched againſt. | 5 
Fourthly, This conſent of the will, which we have 
thus deſcribed, may be conſidered two ways. is 
Firſt, As it is exerciſed about the circumſtances, 
cauſes, means, and inducements unto ſin. Secondly, 
As it reſpects this or that actual fin, In the fir ſt 
ſenſe, there is a virtual conſent of the will unto fin, 
in every inadvertency unto the prevention of it, in 
every neglect of duty that makes way for it, in every 


hearkening unto any temptation leading towards it. 


In a word, in all the diverſions of the mind from its 
duty, and entanglements of the affections by fin, 
before-mentioned. For where there is no act of the 
will formally, or virtually, there is no ſin, But this 
is not that which we now ſpeak of. But, in particu- 
lar, the conſent of the will unto this or that actual 
ſn, ſo far as that either ſin is committed, or is pre- 
vented, by other ways and means, not of our preſent 
conſideration. And herein conſiſts the conceiving 
i 7 oY | 15 N 1 
Theſe things being ſuppoſed, that which, in the 
next place, we are to conlider, is the way that the 
deceit of {in proceedeth in, to procure the conſent of 
the will; and ſo to conceive actual fin in the ſoul. 
To this purpoſe obſerve, _ ; 

' Firſt, That the will is a rational appetite. Ra- 
tional as guided by the mind; and an appetite as 
excited by the affections; and ſo, in its operation 
or attings, hath reſpe& to both, is influenced by 
both. „„ MH 

Secondly, It chuſeth nothing, conſents to nothing, 
but /ub-ratzone boni, as it hath an appearance of good, 
lome preſent good. It cannot conlent to any thing, 
under the notion, or apprehenſion, of its being evil, 
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in any kind. Good is its natural and neceſſary ob. 
jett, and therefore, whatever is propoſed unto it for 
its conſent, muſt be propoſed under an appearance 
of being either good in itſelf, or good at preſent 
unto the ſoul, or good ſo circumſtantiate as it is; 
WARE: _ | | 
Thirdly, We may ſee hence the reaſon why the 
conception of fin is here placed as a conſequent of 
the mind's being drawn away, and the affections be. 
ing entangled. Both theſe have an influence into 
the conſent of the will, and the conception of this ot 
that actual ſin thereby. Our way, therefore here, is 
made ſomewhat plain. We have ſeen, at large, how 
the mind is drawn away by the deceit of fin, and how 
the affetiions are entangled; that which remains is 
but the proper effect of theſe things; for the diſco- 
very whereof we muſt inſtance in ſome of the ſpe- 
cial deceits, corrupt and fallacious reaſonings, before. 
mentioned, and then ſhew their prevalency on the 
will, to a conſent unto fin. _ | 
Pirſt, The will is impoſed upon by that corrupt 
reaſoning, that grace is exalted in pardon; and that 
mercy is provided for ſinners. This firſt, as hath 
been ſhewn, deceives the mind, and that opens the 
way to the will's conſent, by removing a ſight of evil, 
which the will hath an averſation unto. And this, 
in carnal hearts, prevails ſo far, as to make them 
think that their liberty conſiſts in being“ ſervants of 
corruption,“ 2 Pet, ii. 19. And the poiſon of it 
doth, oftentimes, taint and vitiate the minds ol be- 
levers themſelves; whence we are ſo cautioned againſt 
it in Scripture. Jo what therefore hath been ſpoken 
before, unto the uſe and abuſe of the doctrine of the 
grace of the goſpel, we ſhall add ſome few other con- 
_ hiderations, and fx upon one place of ſcripture that 
will give light unto it. There is a two-fold myſtery 
of grace; of walking with God, and of coming unto 
God, And the great deſign of ſin is, to change the 


—.— 


— 
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doctrine and myſtery of grace in reference unto theſe 


things, and that by applying thoſe conſiderations un- 
to the one which are proper unto the other, where- 
by each part is hindered, and the influence of the doc- 
trine of grace into them, for their furtherance, de- 
feated ; ©: Theſe things write J unto you that ye {in 
not; and if any man ſin, we have an advocate with 


the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous ; and he is the 


propitiation for our ſin, 1 John ii. 1, 2. Here 13 
the whole deſign and ule of the goſpel briefly ex 
preſſed : ** Thele things, faith he, 4 write unto you; 
what things were theſe? Thoſe mentioned, chap. i. 
ver. 2. The life was manifeſted, and we have ſeen 
it, and bear witneſs, and ſhew unto you, that eternal 
life which was with the Father, and was manifeſted 
unto us; that is, the things concerning the per- 


. ſon and mediation of Chriſt: and, ver. 7. that par 


don, forgiveneſs and expiation from fin, is to be at- 
tained by the blood of Chriſt. But to what end and 
rap ag doth he write theſe things to them? What 
o they teach, what do they tend unto? An univer- 
fal abilinence from ſin; © I write unto you,” faith 
he, “ that you fin not.“ This is the proper, only, 
genuine * of the doctrine of the goſpel. But to 
abſtain from all fin, is not our condition in this. 
world, “ If we ſay that we have no ſin, we deceive 
ourſelves, and the truth' is not in us,” 1 John 1. 8. 
What then ſhall be done in this caſe? In ſuppoſition 
of ſin, that we have ſinned, is there no relief pro- 
vided for our fouls and conſciences in the goſpel ? 
Yes, ſaith he,“ It any man ſin, we have an advo- 
cate with the Father, Lale Chriſt the righteous, and 
he 1s a propitiation for our fins.” There is full re- 
liek in the propitiation and interceſſion of Chriſt for 
us, This is the order and method of the dotirine of 
the goſpel, and of the application of it to our'own 


fouls: firſt, to keep us from fin; and then to relieve 


us againſt lin. But here entereth the deceit, of ſin, 
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and puts this © new wine into old bottles,” whereby 


the bottles are broken, and the wine periſheth, as 16 eff 

our benefit by it. It changeth this method and or. ob 

der of the application of goſpel-truths. It takes up fre 

3 the laſt firſt, and that echt the uſe of the firſt utter. of 
}y. If any man fin, there is pardon provided, is all the of 

goſpel that fin would willingly ſuffer to abide on the ſin 

minds of men. When we would come to God by be. pa 

lieving,it would be preſſing the former part, of be. ne 

ing free from ſin, when the 4 propoſeth the latter cu 

: N or the pardon of ſin for our encouragement. WC 

Vhen we are come to God, and ſhould walk with th 

him, 1t will have only the latter ee that there Wl ne 

is pardon of ſin; when the goſpel principally propol. all 

eth the former, of vrv,.mg ourſelves from ſin. The me 

grace of God bringing ſalvation, having appeared to 
| unto us to that end and purpoſe. Now the mind being me 
| entangled with this deceit, drawn off from its watch lit 
| by it, diverted from the true ends of the goſpel, en 
| doth ſeveral ways impoſe upon the will, to obtain its an 
_ conſent. „„ CC node: re 

Firſt, By a ſudden ſurpriſal in caſe of temptation. 
Temptation is the repreſentation of a thing as a pre- w. 

ſent good, a particular good, which is a real evi), a to 

general evil. Now when a temptation, armed with by 
opportunity and provocation, befalls the ſoul, the ay 
principle of grace in the will, riſeth up, with a rejec- pr 

tion and deteſtation of it. But on a ſudden the mind, Ui 

being deceived by ſin, breaks in upon the will, with na 

a corrupt fallacious reaſoning from goſpel-grace and th 

niercy, which firſt ſtaggers, then abates, the will's op- sh. 

polition, and then cauſeth it to caſt the ſcale, by its lie 
conſent on the {ide of temptation, preſenting evil 0 

as. a preſent good; and ſin, in the ſight of God, is {a1 
conceived, though it be never committed. Thus bi 

is the ſeed of God ſacrificed to Moloch, and the in 

weapons of Chriſt abuſed to the ſervice of the Devil. 21 

_ Secondly, It doth it inſenſibly. It inſinuates the at 


gion of this corrupt reaſoning by little and little, 
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until it hath: greatly prevailed. And as the whole 
effect of the doctrine of the goſpel in holineſs and 
obedience, conſiſts in the ſoul's being caſt into the 
frame and mould of it, Rom. vi. 17. fo the whole 
of apoſtaſy from the goſpel, is principally the caſtin 
of x 8 foul into the owls of this falſe e that | 
ſin may be indulged unto, upon account of grace and 
pardon. Hereby is the ſoul gratified in floth and 
negligence, and taken off from its care, as to parti- 
cular duties, and avoidance of particular fins. It 
works the ſoul, inſenſibly, off from the myſtery of 
the law of grace, to look for ſalvation, as if we had 
never performed any duty, being, after we have done 
all, unprofitable ſervants, with a reſting on ſoyereigu 
mercy through the blood of Chriſt, and to attend un- 
to duties with all diligence, as if we looked for no 
mercy; that is, with no leſs care, though with more 
liberty and freedom. This the deceitfulneſs of ſin 
endeavoureth, by all means, to work the ſoul from, 
and thereby debaucheth the will, when its conſent is 
required unto particular ſins. OE 
Thirdly, The deceived mind impoſeth on the 
will to obtain its conſent unto ſin, by propoſing un- 
to it, the advantages that may accrue and ariſe there 
by, which is one medium whereby itſelf alſo is drawn. 
away. R renders that which is abſolutely evil, a 
prelent appearing good. So was it with Eve; Gen. 
iii. laying aſide al] conſiderations of the law, cove- 
nant, and threats of God; the all at once reflects upon 
the advantages, pleaſures and benefits which ſhe 
ſhould obtain by her ſin, and reckons them up, to ſo- 
Iicit the conſent of her will. “ It is,” faith ſhe, 
* good for food, pleaſant to the eyes, and to be de- 
lired to make one wiſe,” What thould ſhe. do then 
but eat it; her will conſented, and the did ſo accord- 
ingly. Pleas for obedience, are laid. out of the way, 
and only the pleaſures of ſin are taken.under con ſider- 
ation. So faith Ahab, 1 Kings xxi.“ Naboth's vine 
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rard is near my houſe, and I may make 1t a garden of 
lierds,” therefore I muſt have it. Theſe conſidera. 
tions a decerved mind impoſed on his will; until it 
made him obſtinate in the purſuit of his covetouſneſi, 
through perjury and murder, to the utter ruin of him. 
ſelf and his family. Thus is the guilt and tendency of 
fin hid under the covert of advantages and pleaſures, 
and ſo is conceived or reſolved on in the ſoul. 
Fourthly, As the mind being withdrawn, ſo the 
_ affethons being enticed and entangled, do greatly 
further the conception of fin in the ſoul by the con. 
ſent of the will; and they do it two ways. | 


Firſt, By ſome haſty impulſe and ſurpriſal; being 


tbemſelves ſtirred up, incited, and drawn forth by ſome 
violent provocation, or ſuitable temptation, they put 
the whole ſoul, as it were, into a combuſtion, and 
draw the will into a conſent unto what they are provok- 
ed unto and entangled withal. So was the cafe of Da- 
vid in the matter of Nabal. A violent provocation, 
from the extreme unworthy carriage of that fooliſh 
churl, ſtirs him up to wrath and revenge; he reſolves 


upon it, to deſtroy a whole family, the innocent with 


the guilty, 1 Sam. xxv. 13. 34, 35. Selk. revenge, 
and murder, were, for the ſeaſon, conceived, refoly. 
ed, conſented unto, until God graciouſly took him 


off. His entangled, provoked affettions, {urpriſed 


his will to conſent to the conception of many bloody 
fins. The cafe was the ſame with Aſa in his anger, 

when he ſmote the prophet; and with Peter in his 
fear, when he denied his maſter. Let that ſoul 
which would take heed of conceiving fin, take heed 
of entangled affettions; for fin may be ſuddenly con- 
ceived, the prevalent conſent of the will may be ſud- 


denly obtained, which gives the ſoul a fixed guilt, 


though the ſin itſelf be never actually de 3 forth. 


Secondly, Enticed aftettons procure the conſent 
ol the will by frequent ſolicitations, whereby they 
get ground infenſibly upon it, and enthrone them 
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ſelves. Take an inſtance in the ſons of Jacob, Gen. 
xxxvii. 4. They hate their brother, becauſe their father 
loved him. Their affections being enticed, many new 
occaſions fall out to entangle them farther, as his 


dreams, and the like. This lay rankling in their 


hearts, and never ceaſed ſoliciting their wills, until 


they reſolved 1 N his death. The unlawfulneſs, 


the unnaturalnefs, of the action, the grief of their 
aged father, the guilt of their own . A are all laid 
aſide; that deen and envy that they had conceived 
againſt him ceaſed not, until they had got the con- 
ſent of their wills to his ruin. This gradual pro- 

els of the prevalency of corrupt affettions, to ſo- 
en the ſoul unto ſin, the wife man excellently deſ- 
cribes, Prov. xxiii. 31—3z5. And this is the common 
way of ſin's procedure in the deſtruction of ſouls, 
which ſeem to have ſome good engagements in the 


ways of God. When it hath entangled them with 


one temptation, and brought the will to ſome hking 
of it, that preſently becomes another temptation, either 
to the negle& of ſome duty, or to the refuſal of more 
light: and, commonly, that whereby men fall off 
utterly from God, is not that wherewith they are 


firſt entangled. And this may briefly ſuffice for the 


third progreſſive act of the deceit of fin, It obtains 
the will's conſent unto. its conception; and, by this 
means, are multitudes of fins. conceived in the heart, 
which very little leſs defile the ſoul, or cauſe it to 
contract very little leſs guilt, than if they were ac- 
tually committed. 3 

Unto: what hath been ſpoken concerning the de- 
ceitfulneſs of indwelling ſin in general, which great- 
ly evidenceth its power and #3 I ſhall add, as 


a, cloſe of this diſcourſe, one or two particular ways. 


of its deceitful Thing conbfling in advantages that 
u maketh, uſe.of, {and means of relieving itſelf againſt 
tat diſquilition which is made after it, by the word 
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and ſpirit) for its ruin, One head only, of each 
fort, we ſhall here name. 1 PE 

Firſt, It makes great advantage of the darkneſs of 
the mind, to work out its deſign and intendments, 


The ſhades of a mind totally dark, that is, utterly 


devoid of ſaving grace, are the proper working place 


of ſin. Hence the effects of it are called, the 


„works of darkneſs,” Epheſ. v. 11. Rom. xiii. 12. 


as ſpringing from thence. Sin works and brings 
forth by the help of it. The working of luſt under 


the covert of a dark mind, is, as it were, the upper 
region of hell; for it lies at the next door to it, for 
filth, horror, and confuſion. Now there is a partial 
darkneſs abiding ſtill in believers; they © know but 


in part,“ 1 Cor. x11. 12. Though there be in them all 
a principle of ſaving light, the day-ſtar is riſen in their 
| hearts; yet all the ſhades of tek 

_ expelled out of them in this life. And there are two 
parts, as it were, or $7579.48 effects, of the remaining 


darkneſs that is in behevers. Firſt, Ignorance, or a 
neſcience of the will of God, either jurzs or fad, of 
the rule and law in general; or of the reference of the 
particular fact, that lies before the mind, unto the law, 


_ Secondly, Error and miſtakes, poſitively taking that 
for truth which is falſehood, and that for light which is 


darkneſs. Now of both theſe doth the law of fin make 
ry advantage, for the exerting of its power in the 
_ . 3 

Firſt, Is there a remaining. ignorance of any thing 
of the will of God? ſin will be ſure to make uſe of 


it, and improve it to the uttermoſt. Though Abi- | 


melech were not a believer, yet he was a perſon that 
had a moral integrity with him in his ways and ac- 
tions; he declares himſelf to have had this, in a ſolemn 
appeal to God, the ſearcher of all hearts, even in 


that wherein he miſcarried, Gen. xx. 5. But being 
ignorant that fornication was a ſin, or ſo great a fin, 
as that it became not a morally honeſt man to defile 


neſs are not utterly 


4 
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himſelf with it, luſt hurries him into that intention 
of evil, in reference unto Sarah, as we have it there 
related. God complains that his people “ periſhed 
for lack of knowledge,” Hof. iv. 6. Being ignorant of 
themindand will of God, they ruſhed into evil, at every 
command of the law of fin. Be it as to any duty to 
be performed, or as to any ſin to be committed, if 
there be in it darkneſs or ignorance of the mind about 
them, ſin will not loſe its advantage. Many a man, 
being 1gnorant of the duty incumbent upon him, for 
the inſt ruction of his family, caſting the whole weight 
of it upon the public teaching, is, by the deceitfulneſs 
of ſin, brought into an habitual ſloth and neghgence 
of duty; ſo much ignorance of the will of Gop and 
duty, ſo much advantage is given to the law of fin, 
And hence we may ſee what is that true knowledge 
which with God 1s acceptable; how exattly doth 
many a poor ſoul, who is low as to notional know- 
ledge, yet walk with God. It ſeems they know fo 
much, as fin hath not, on that account, much ad- 
vantage againſt them; when others, high 1n their no- 
tions, give advantage to their luſts, even by their ig- 
norance, though they know it not. * 
Secondly, Error is a worſe part or effect of the 
mind's ter els, and gives great advantage to the law 
of in. There is, indeed, 1gnorance in every error, 
but there is not error in all ignorance, and and fo they 
may be diſtinguiſhed, I ſhall need to exemplity this 
but. with one conſideration, and that is, of men, 
who being zealous for ſome error, do ſeek to ſuppreſs 
and perſecute the truth. Indwelling-ſin deſires no 
greater advantage. How wall it, every day, every 
hour, pour forth wrath, revilings, hard ſpeeches ; 
breathe revenge, murder, deſolation, under the name 
perhaps of zeal. On this account we may fee poor 
creatures plealing themſelves every day, as if they 
vaunted in their excellency, when they are foaming 
out their own ſhame. Under their real darkneis 
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houles, prayers, ſtreets, with as bitter fruits of enyy, 
| malice, wrath, hatred, evil ſurmiſes, falſe ſpeakings, 
as full as they can hold, The common ilſue with 
ſuch poor creatures, is, the holy, bleſſed, meek ſpt- 
rit of God withdraws from them, and leaves them 
_ viſibly and openly to that evil, froward, wrathful, 
worldly ſpirit, which the law of ſin hath cheriſhed 
and heightened in them. Sin dwells not any where 
more ſecure than in ſuch a frame. Thus, I ſay, it 
lays hold in particular of advantages to practiſe upon, 
with its deceitfulneſs, and therein alſo to exert its 
power in the ſoul, whereof this ſingle inſtance of its 
improving the darkneſs of the mind unto its own ends 
is a ſuſhcient evidence. VVV 
Thirdly, It uſeth means of relieving itſelf againſt 
the purſuit that is made after it in the heart by the 
word and ſpirit of grace. One alſo of its wiles, in 
the way of inſtance, I ſhall name in this kind, and 
that is, the alleviation of its own guilt, It pleads 
for itſelf, that it is not ſo bad, ſo filthy, ſo fatal as 
is pretended; and this courſe of extenuation pro- 


F 


ceeds in two ways. Firſt, Abſolutely ; many ſecret 


_ pleas it will have, that the evil which it tends unto 

is not ſo pernicious as conſcience is perſuaded that it 
is, it may be ventured on without ruin, Theſe con- 
| ſideratious it will ſtrongly urge, when it is at work 

in a way of ſurpriſal, al Ihe the ſoul hath no. leiſure 
or liberty to weigh its ſuggeſtions in the balance ot 
the ſanctuary; and not ſeldom is the will impoſed on 
hereby, and advantages gotten to ſhift itſelf from un- 
der the ſword of the ſpirit. It is not ſuch but that it 
may be let alone, or ſuffered to die of itſelf, which 
probably within a while it may do; no need of that 
violence, which in mortification is to be offered; it 
is time enough to deal with a matter of no greater 
importance hereafter ; with other pleas like thoſe be. 
fore- mentioned. Secondly, Comparatively; and thus 


and 13 zeal, fin ſits ſecurely, and fills pulpits, 
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is a large field for its deceit and ſubtilty to Jurk in. 
Though it is an evil indeed to be relinquiſhed, and 
the ſoul is to be made watchful againſt it, yet it is 
not of that magnitude and degree, as we may ſee in 
the lives of others, even ſaints of God, much leſs 
ſuch as ſome ſaints of old have fallen into. By theſe 
and the like pretences, I lay, it ſeeks to evade and 
keep its abode in the ſoul, when purſued, to deſtruc- 
ton. And how little a portion of its deceitfulneſs 
is it that we have declared! Bos 5 


CHAP. XIII. 


Several Ways whereby the bringing forth of 
| conceived Sin is obſtructed. _ 
EFORE we proceed to the remaining evi- 
dence of the power and efficacy of the law of 

lin, we ſhall take occaſion, from what hath been de- 
livered, to divert unto one conſideration that offers 
telt from that ſcripture, which was made the bot- 
tom and foundation of 'our diſcouſe of the general 
deceitfulneſs of ſin; namely, James i. 14. The 
apoſtle tells us, that“ luſt conceiving brings forth 
In;” ſeeming to intimate, that whatever ſin is con- 
caved, that alſo is brought forth. Now placing 
the conception of fin, as we have done, in the con- 
ſent. of the will unto it, and reckoning, as we ought, 
the bringing forth of ſin to conſiſt in its actual com- 
miſſion, we know that theſe do not neceſſarily follow 
one another. There is a world of fin conceived in 
the womb of the wills and hearts of men, that is 


never brought forth, Our preſent buſineſs then ſhall 
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be to inquire, Whence that comes to paſs. I anſwer 
then; | | 5 
Firſt, That this is not ſo, is no thanks to ſin, nor 
the law of it. What it conceives, it would bring 
forth; and that it doth not, is, for the moſt part, but 
a ſinall abatement of its guilt. A determinate will 
of actual ſinning, is actual fin, There is nothing 
wanting on ſin's part, that every conceived ſin is not 
actually accompliſhed. The obſtacle and prevention 
lies on another hand. V 
Secondly, There are two things that are neceſſary 
in the creature that hath conceived ſin, for the bring. 
ing of it forth, Firſt, Power. Secondly, Continu. 
ance in the will of ſinning, until it be perpetrated 
and committed, Where theſe two are, aunt ſin 
will unavoidably enſue. It is evident therefore, that 
that which binders conceived ſin from being brought 
forth, muſt affect either the power or the will of the 
ſinner. This muſt be from God. And he hath 
two ways of doing it. Firſt, By Ins providence, 
whereby he obſtrutts the power of ſinning. Second- 
ly, By his grace, whereby he diverts or changes the 
will of ſinning. I do not mention theſe ways ot 
God's diſpenſations thus diſtinctly, as though the 
one of them were always without the other; for there 
1s much of grace in providential adminiſtrations, 
and much of the wiſdom of providence ſeen in thc 
difpenfations of grace. But I place them in this 
diſtinction, becaule they appear moſt eminent chete- 
in. Providence, in outward acts, reſpecting the 
power of the creature; grace, common or ſpecial, in 
internal eſſicacy, reſpetting his will, And we {hall 
begin with the firſt. | 
Fr When in is conceived, the Lord obſtrudis 
its produtton by his providence, in taking awey, or 
taking ſhort, that power, which is abſolutely necellary 
for its bringing forth, or accompliſhment. As, 
1ſt. Lite is the foundation of all power, the 
principle of operation, When that ceaſeth, all power 


* 
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ceaſeth with it. Even God himſelf, to evince the 
everlaſting ſtability of his own power, gives himſelt 
the title of the Living God. Now he frequently 
obviates the power of exerting fin actually, by cut- 
ting ſhort, and taking 2 the lives of them that 
have conceived it. Thus he dealt with the army of 
Senacherib, when, according as he had purpoſed, ſo 
he threatened, that the Ford ſhould not dehver 
Jeruſalem out of his hand,” 2 Kings xvi. 35. God 
threatens to cut ſhort his power, that he ſhould not 
y WW execute his intendment, chap. xix. 28. which: he 
7. Wl performs accordingly, by taking away the lives of his 
:- Wl foldiers, ver. 35. without whom it was impoſſible 
d chat his conceived fin ſhould be brought forth. This 
in providential diſpenſation in the obſtruttion of con- 
at Wl ceived fin, Moſes excellently ſets forth in the caſe of 
bt Wl Pharaoh, * The enemy ſaid, I will purſue, I will 
ie WM overtake, I will divide the ſpoil, my luſts ſhall be fa- 
ed upon them: I will draw my ſword, my hand 
e, Wl ſhall deſtroy them. Thou didſt blow with thy wind, 
d. che ſea covered them, they ſank as lead in the mighty 
he waters, Exod. xv. g. 19. Sin's conception is fully ex- 
of Wl prefled, and as full a prevention is annexed unto it. 
he In like manner he dealt with the companies of fifties 
re nd their captains, who came to apprehend Elijah, 
1s, 2 Kings i, 10, 11. fire came down from heaven and 
he WW conſumed them, when they were ready to have taken 
1s Wim. And ſundry other inſtances of the like nature 
te- night be recorded. That which is of umverſal con- 
ne WM cernment, we have in that great providential alteration, 
in which put a period to the lives of men. Men livin 
all hundreds of years, had a long ſeaſon to bring forth the 
ns they had conceived: thereupon the earth was fill- 
ds Ned with violence, injuſtice, and rapine; and all © fleſh 
or FW corrupted their ways, Gen. vi. 12, 19. To prevent 
ry Wie like inundation of fin, God ſhortens the courſe of 
ihe pilgrimage of men in the carth, and reduces their 
he lies to a much ſhorter meaſure, Beſides this gene- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


that the breath of man goeth forth, his thoughts pe. 0 


ſin, but now they are all cut off. So alſo the wiſe 


fore him; but it ſhall not be well with the wicked, 


viii. 12, 13. How long ſoever a wicked man lives, pra 
yet he dies judicially, and {hall not abide to do the evil WM thai 


he had conceived. . Fo 
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ral law, God daily thus cuts off perſons, who had con. 


ceived much miſchief and violence in their hearts, and 1 
prevents the execution of it. Blood-thirſty and de. 5 
ceitful men do not live out half their days. They of 


have yet much work to do, might they have but ſpace all 
given them to execute the bloody and ſinful purpoſes 7 
of their minds. The Plalmiſt tells us, In the day 


riſh,” Pfal. cxlvi. 4. he had many contrivances about WI 
man, Though a ſinner do evil an hundred times, 
and his days be prolonged; yet furely I know thatit I c.14 
ſhall be well with them that fear God, which . G 


neither inall he prolong his days, which are as a ſha 0 
dow, becauſe he feareth not before God, Eccles, ple 


But now, ſeeing we have granted that even be. ©, 


lievers themſelves may conceive ſin, through the 2 


power and deceitfulneſs of it; it may be inquired and 
whether God ever thus, obviates its production and Will me 
accompliſhment in them, by cutting off, and taking n: 
away t 1err lives, ſo as that they ſhall not be able to K 
perform it: I anſwer, | 7 „„ 
Firſt, That God doth not judicially cut off, and Heek 
take away the life of any of his, for this end and hole 
purpoſe, that he may thereby prevent the execution, 
or bringing forth of any particular fin that he had 
conceived, and which, without that taking away, ie 
would have perpetrated. For, . 
iſt, This is directly contrary to the very decla- nen 
red end of the patience of God towards them, 2 Pet. tent. 


| $i, 9. This is the very end of the long-ſuffering of capt 


God towards believers, that before they depart hence, and 
they may come to the ſenſe, acknowledgment, and lon 
repentance of every known ſin, This is the conſtam WE... 
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and unchangeable rule of God's patience in the cove- 
nant of grace; which is ſo far from being, in them, 
an encouragement unto ſin, that it is a motive to uni- 
verfal watchfulneſs againſt it, of the ſame nature with 
all goſpel grace, and of mercy in the blood of Chriſt. 
Now this diſpenſation whereot we ſpeak, would he in 
a direct contradiction unto it. e | 
Secondly, This alſo flows from the former, that 
whereas conceived fin contains the whole nature of 
it, as our Saviour at large declares, Matth v. And 
to be cut off under the guilt of it, to prevent its 
farther progreſs, argues a continuance in the purpoſe 
of it without repentance; it cannot be but they muſt 
periſh for ever, who are ſo judicially cut off. But 
God deals not ſo with his, he caſts not off the peo. 
ple whom he did fore-know. And thence David 
prays for the patience of God before mentioned, 
that it might not be ſo with him, O ſpare me that 
| may recover ſtrength, before T go hence and be no 
more, Pſal. xxxix. 13. But yet, 
_ 2dly, There are ſome caſes wherein God may, 
and doth, take away the lives of his own, to prevent 
the guilt that otherwiſe they would be involved 
i; as, | NN . . 
Firſt, in the coming of ſome great temptation and 
tral upon the world. God knowing that ſuch and 
luch of his would not be able to withſtand it, and 
hold out againſt it, but would diſhonour him, and 
defle themſelves, he may, and doubtleſs often doth, 
take them out of the world, to take them out of the 
way of it.“ The righteous is taken away from the 
evi] to come,” Iſa, Ivii. 1. Not only the evil ef plagith- 
ment, but the evil of temptations and trials, which of- 
tentumes prove much the worſe of the two. Thus a 
captain, in war, will call off a ſoldier from his watch 
nd guard, when he knows he is not able, through 
ſome infirmity, to bear the ſtreſs and force of the ene- 


- 


my that is coming upon him. 


— — —— 


aimed at, it was in purſuit of a defi 
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Secondly, In caſe of their engagement into any 


*way not acceptable to him, raphus „ ER. or 


not knowing of his mind and wil his ſeems tg 
have been the caſe of Joſiah. And doubtleſs the 
Lord doth oftentimes thus proceed with his. When 
any of his own are engaged in ways which pleaſe hin 


not, through the darkneſs and ignorance of their 


minds, that they may not proceed to farther evil d 
miſchief, he calls them off from their ſtation and em. 
ployment, and takes them to himſelf, where they 
thall err and miſtake no more. But in ordinay 


Cales, God hath other ways of diverting his ownf 
from ſin, than by killing of them, as we ſhall ſec 
- afterwards, . 5 


Thirdly, God providentially hinders the bringing 
forth of conceived fin, by taking away, and cutting 


ſhort the power of them that had conceived it; { 
that though their lives continue, they ſhall not have 
that power, without which it is impoſſible for them 
to execute what they had intended, or to bring forth 
| what they had conceived. Hereof alſo we have ſun. 
dry inſtances. This was the caſe with the builders 


of Babel: whatever it were in particular that they 

| gn of apoſtaly 
trom God. One thing requiſite to the accompliſh. 
ment of what they aimed at, was the oneneſs of their 
language; ſo God ſays, © They have all one lan- 
guape, and this they begin to do, and now nothing 


will be reſtrained from them that they have imagined 


to do, Gen. xi. 6. In an ordinary way they will ac. 
compliſh their wicked deſign. What courle doth 


God now take to obviate their conceived fin? Doch 


he bring a flood upon them to deſtroy them, as in 


the old world ſome time before? Doth he ſend his 


angel to cut them off, like the army of Senacheri 


. afterwards? Noth he by any means take away ther 


lives? No, their lives are continued, but he con. 
tounds their language, fo that they cannot go on with 


amy 
, Or 
Ds to 
the 
hen 
him 
their 
II or 
em. 
they 


nary 


own i8 


| ſee 


ging 
tting 
; lo 
have 
hem 
forth 
ſun. 
ders 
they 
ſtaly 
liſh 
their 
lan- 
hing 
ined 
| ac- 
doth 
Joth 
5 in 
his 
jerib 
Heir 


con- 
With 


i ii ; oy 


heir work; he takes away that wherein their power 
conſiſted. In like manner, he did proceed with the 
dodomites. They were engaged in, and ſet upon the 
purſuit of their filthy luſts. God ſmites them with 
blindneſs, Gen. xix. 11. ſo that they could not find 
he door where they thought to have uſed violence for 
the compaſſing of their ends; their lives were conti- 
nued, and their will of ſinning, but their power is cut 
hort and abridged, His dealing with Jeroboam was 
of the ſame nature. He ſtretched out his hand, to lay 
hold of the prophet, 1 Kings xiii, 4. and it withered 

and became uſeleſs, And this is an eminent way of 
the effectual actings of God's providence in the world, 
for the ſtopping of that inundation of fin, which 
would overtlow all the earth, were every womb of it 


opened. He cuts men ſhort of their moral power 


whereby they ſhould effect it. Many a wretch that 
hath conceived miſchief againſt the church of God, 
hath, by this means, - been diveſted of his power, 
whereby he thought to accompliſh it. Some have 
their bodies ſmitten with diſeaſes, ſo that they can no 
more ſerve their luſts, nor accompany them in the per- 
petrating of folly, Some are deprived of the'in{tru.. 
ments whereby they would work. There hath been 
for many days, fin and miſchief enough conceived to 
root out the generation of the righteous from the face 
of the earth, had men ſtrength and ability to their 
will, did not God cut off and ſhorten their power, 
and the days of their prevalency. They ſearch 
out iniquities, they accompliſh a diligent ſearch, 
both the inward thought of every one of them and 
the heart is deep,” Pal. Ixiv. 6. All things are in a 
readineſs, the defign 1s well laid, their counſels are 
deep and ſecret. What now 1hall hinder them from 
doing whatever they have 1magined to do? * But 
Cod ſhall ſhoot at them with an arrow, ſuddenly ſhall. 
they be wounded: So they ſhall make their own 
tongue to fall upon themſelves,” ver. 7, 8. God meets 


with them, brings them down, that vu {hall not be 
able to accompliſh their deſign. An 


_ peculiar to the men: of the world: God deals u mn 
with them every day, and leaves them to pine away iz Ti 
their ſins. They go all their days big with the in of 
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a ; f | this Way of 
God's preventing ſin, ſeems to be at Jeaſt ordinarily 


quity they have conceived, and are greatly burthenel by 


that they cannot be delivered of it. The Pe tells th; 


us, that they practiſe iniquity t hat they had conceiy. ll vi 


ed, becauſe it is in the power of their hand,” Micah, 
Mat * have power for it, they will accon. yy; 


pliſh it: To their power they ſhed blood,” Ezek,M m 
xxii. 6. This is the meaſure of their ſinning, eve; ga 


their power. They do many of them, no more ei {© 
they commit no more fin, than they can. Their whole in 
reſtraint hes in being cut ſhort in power, in one kind (; 
or another. Their bodies will not ſerve them for vn 


their contrived uncleanneſſes, nor their hands for ther co 


revenge and rapine, nor their inſtruments tor perſecu of 
tion; but they go, burthened with conceived ſin, ande in 
are diſquieted and tortured by it all their days. And 
hence they become, in themſelves, as well as unto fo. 

others, a * troubled ſea that cannot reſt,” 14M de 

vic ae | 


It may be alſo, in ſome caſes, under ſome violent 
temptations, or in miſtakes, God may thus obyits 


the accompliſhment of conceived ſin in his own, Anil $; 
there ſeems to be an inſtance of it in his dealing wil an 
Tehoſaphat, who had deſigned, againſt the mind ol Jy 
God, to join in aftinity with Ahab, and to fend h th 


ſhips with him to Tarſhiſh; but God breaks wal th 
ſhips by a wind, that he could not accompliſh wha U. 
he had deſigned, But in God's dealings with his 1W co 
this way, there is a difference from the ſame diſpenſ 


tion towards others; for, | ** 
Firſt, It is ſo only in caſes of extraordinary temp all 
tation. When, through the violence of temptation ve 
and craft of ſatan, they are hurried from under i N 
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zondutt of the law of grace, God, one way or other, 
takes away their power, or may do ſo, that they ſhall 
not be able to execute what they have deſigned, © But 
this is an ordinary way of dealing with wicked men. 
This hook of God is upon them in the whole courſe 
of their lives; and they ſtruggle with it, being as a wild 
bull in a net; Iſa. li. 20. God's net is upon them, and 
they are filled with fury, that they cannot do all the 
wickedneſs that they would. 4 1 | 
Secondly, God doth it not to leave them to wreſtle 
with ſin, and to attempt other ways of its accompliſh- 
ment, upon the failure of that which they were en- 
ged in, but by their diſappointment awakens them 
to conſider their condition, and what they were do- 
ing, and ſo conſumes ſin in the womb, by ways that 
ſhall afterwards be inſiſted on. Some men's depri- 
vation of power, for the committing of conceived, 
contrived fin, hath been ſanctified, to the changing 
of their hearts from all dalliances with that or other 
Thirdly, God providentially hinders the bringing 
forth of conceived ſin, by oppoſing an external hin- 
dering power unto ſinners. He leaves them their 
lives, and leaves them power to do what they intend, 
only he raiſeth up an oppoſite power, to coerce, for- 
bid, and reſtrain them. An inſtance whereof is this; 
Saul had ſworn that Jonathan ſhould be put to death, 
and, as far as appears, went on reſolutely to have flain 
lim; God ſtirs up the ſpirit of the people, they oppoſe 
themſelves to the wrath and fury of Saul, and Jona- 
than is delivered, 1 Sam. xiv. 45. So alſo, when King 
Uzziah would have, in his own perſon, offered incenſe 
contrary to the law, eighty men of the prieſts reſiſt. 
ed him, and drove him out of the temple, 2 Chron. 
xXV1. 17, 18, 19. And to this head are to be referred 
all the aſſiſtances which God ſtirreth up for the deli- 
verence of his people againſt the fury of perſecutors. 
He raiſeth up ſaviours, or deliverers, on mount Sion, 
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to judge the mount of Edom. So when the dragon, 
and thoſe acting under him, ſpirited by him, were in: 
furious endeavour for the deſtruttion of the church, 
Rev. xu. 16. God ſtirs up the earth to her aſſiſtance; 
even men of the world, not engaged with others in the 
deſign of ſatan, and by their oppoſition hinders then 
from the execution of their deſigned rage. Of this 
nature, ſeems to be that dealing of God with his own 
people, ſpoken of by the prophet, Hol. ii. 6, 7. they 
were in the purſuit of their iniquities, following after 
their lovers; God leaves them, for a time, to a& in 
the folly of their ſpirits, but he ſets a hedge, and a 
wall before them, that they ſhall not be able to full 
their deſigns and. 8 
Fourthly, God obviates the accompiſhment of 
conceived ſin, by removing, or taking away, the ob. 
Jetis on whom, or about whom, the ſin conceived 
to be committed, Acts x11. 11. yields us a ſignal in. 
{tance of this iſſue of providence. When the day 
was coming wherein Herod thought to have lain Pe. 
ter, who was ſhut up in priſon, God ſends and takes 
him away from their rage, and lying in wait. So al. 
ſo was our Saviour himſelf taken away from the 
murderous rage of the Jews, before his hour was 
come, John. viii. 59. chap. x. 39. Both primitive 
and latter times are full of ſtories to this purpoſe ; pri- 
ſon doors have been opened, and poor creatures ap- 
pointed to die, have been frequently reſoued from the 
Jaws of death. In the world itſelf, amongſt the men 
thereof, adulterers and adultereſſes, the ſin of the one 


is often hindered and ſtifled by the taking away of the 


other. So wings were given to the woman, to catty 
her into the al, Da: "og and to diſappoint the world in 
the execution of their rage, Rev. x11. 14, 

Fifthly, God doth this by ſome eminent diver- 
ſions of the thoughts of men who had conceived ſin. 
'Fhe brethren of Joſeph caſt him into a pit, Gen. 
xxxvii. 24, With an intent to famiſh him there: 


% 
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whilſt they were, as it ſeems, pleaſing themſelves with 
what they had done, God orders a company of mer- 
chants to come by, and diverts their thoughts with that 
new object, from the killing, to the ſelling, of their bro- 
ther, ver. 26, 27. And how far therein they were ſub- 
ſervient to the infinitely wile counſel of God, we 
know. Thus alſo, when Saul was in purſuit of 
David, and was even ready to prevail againſt him to 
his deftruttion, God flirs up the Philiſtines to invade 
the land, which both diverted his thoughts, and drew 
the courſe of his actings another way, 1 Sam, xxvii. 27, 
And theſe are ſome of the ways whereby God 1s 
pleaſes to hinder the bringing forth of conceived ſin, 
by . oppoſing himſelf and his providence, to the 
power of the ſinning creature. And we may a little 


in our paſſage, take a brief view of the great advan- 


tages to faith and the church of God, hich may be 
found in this matter. As, Ws 
Firſt, This may give us a little inſight into the 


ever to he adored providence of God, by theſe and 


the like ways, in great variety, obſtrutting-the break- 
ing forth of {in in the world. + It is he who makes 
thoſe dams, and ſhuts up thoſe flood gates of corrupt- 
ed nature, that it ſhall not break forth in a deluge. of 
filiby abominations, to overwhelm the- creation with 
confuſion and diforder. As it were of old, fo it is at 
this day; “ Every thought and imagination of the 
heart of man is evil, and that continually,” That all 
the earth is not, in all places, filled with violence, as 
it was of old, is merely from the mighty hand of 
God, working effectually for the obſtrutting of ſin, 


From hence alone it is, that the high-ways, ſtreets 


ind fields, are not all filled with violence, blood, ra- 


pine, uncleanneſs, and every villainy that the heart of 
man can conceive, O the infinite beauty ef divine 
wiſdom and providence in the government of the 
world! for the conſervation of it aſks daily no leſs 


. 


power and wiſdom than the 
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firſt making of it did re. 
hin ini r Bio 


Secondlyf If ve Will look to our on concern. 


ments, they will, in a ſpecial manner, inforcè us to 


adore the 'wifdotw and efficacy of the providence of 


God, in ſtopping the progreſs of 'conceived ſin. That 
Ve are'at peace in our houſes, at reſt in our beds, 


that Wwe have”any' quiet in our enjoyments, is from 


hence alone: Whoſe perſon would not be defiled, or 
deſtroyed? Whoſe habitation would not be ruined? 
whoſe blood, almoſt, would not be ſhed, if wicked 


men had power to perpetrate all their conceived ſin? 


It may be, the ruin of ſome of us hath beer con. 


ceived a thouſand times. We are beholden to this 


providenceſ of GAR fin, for our lives, our fa. 
milies, our eſtates, - our 
or may be dear unto us. For may we not ſay ſome. 


iberties, for whatſoever is, 


times with the Pſalmiſt:“ My foul is among lions, 


and I lie even among them that are ſet 'on fire, 


even the ſons of men, whoſe teeth are ſpears and 
arrows, and their tongue a ſharp ſword,” Pſal. lvii. 4, 
And how is the deliverance of men contrived from ſuch 
perſons? God breaks their teeth in their mouths, 
even the great teeth of the young lions,” Iviii, 6, He 
keeps this fire from burning, or quencheth it when 


it is ready to break out into a flame. He breaks 


their ſpears and arrows, ſo that ſometimes we are not 


ſo much as wounded by them: Some he cuts off and 


deſtroys, ſome he cuts ſhort in their power, ſome he 
deprives of the inſtruments whereby alone they can 


work, ſome he prevents of their deſired opportuni. 


ties, or diverts by other objetts for their luſts, and 


* 
> 


oftentimes, cauſeth them to 1 pet's them among them- 


ſelves, one upon another. Ve may ſay therefore, 


with the Pſalniiſt: O Lord, how manitold are 


thy works, in wiſdom haſt thou made them all; 
the earth is full of thy riches,” 'civ. 24; and with the 
prophet, * Who is wife, and he ſhall underſtand theſe 
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ce. WM things; prudent, and; he ſhall knows them; alb the ways 
of the Lord are right, and the juſt ſhall walk in them, 

n. but the tranſgrefiors {hall-tall; therein,” [Hoſp xv. 9. 
to Thirdly, It thele, gand the like, | are the WAYS: 
of hereby God; obviates the bringing forth ef cons. 
t ceived ſin in wicked men, ve, may learn hence lo 
u, miſerable- their) condition is, and in uhat perpetual, 
m torment, for the moſt part, they, ſpend their days: 
or They are like a, troubled. ſea,“ faith the Lord, 
4? chat cannot reſt.“ As they endeavour that others 
ed may have no peace, ſo it is certain that themſelves 
n? have not any; the principle of ſin is not impaired nor 
n. veakened in them, the will of ſinning is not taken; 
nis away: they have a womb of ſin, that is able to con- 
fa. W ceive monſters every moment. Yea, for the moſſ 
is, part, they are forging and framing folly. all the day 
ne. long: one luſt or other they are contriving how, to 
ns, I fatisty; :- they are either devouring by malice and re- 
re, IM venge, or vitiaung by uncleannels, or trampling on, 
nd by ambition, or WAL Wang gow By Nike, all 
4. chat fland pefore hem. Many of their fellies and 
ach miſchiefs they bring to the very birth, and are in pain 
ths WM ts be delivered; but God every day fills them with. 
He difppointment, and ſhuts up the womb of ſin. Some 
den ue blled with hatred of God's people all their days, 
aks ind neren once have an opportunity to exerciſe it. 
not S David. deſcribes them; ** They return at evening, 
and bey make a noiſe, like a dog, and go round about 
- he che city. They go up and down and belch out with 
can I their months; words are in their lips, Pfal. Iix. 6, 7. 

. Jad yet axe not able to accompliſh their deſigns ; what 
torture do ſuch poor creatures live in? Envy, malice, 
wrath,; rexenge, devour their hearts by not getting 
\ent,', And when .God hath, exerciſed the other acts 
6 bis. wile proyadence in cutting ſhort their power, 
vr/oppeling a} greater power to them, when nothing 
«le; will, do, be cuts them off in their ſins, and to 
le graxe they: go, Full of ele of iniquity, Others 
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are no leſs hurried and diverted by the power of other 
luſts, which they are not able to fatisfy : this is the 
lore. travail they are exerciſed with all their days, 
If they accompliſh their deſigns, they are more wick. 
ed and helliſh than, before; and if they do not, the 


are filled with vexation and diſcontentment. This 


is the portion of them who know not the Lord, nor 
the power of his grace. Envy not their condition, 


notwithſtanding their outward glittering ſhew, their 


hearts are full of anxiety, trouble and ſorrov, 

Fourthly, Do we ſee, ſometimes, the flood-gatey 
of men's luſts and rage ſet open againſt the church, 
and intereſt of it; and doth prevalency attend them, 
and power is, for a ſeaſon, on their fide; let not the 
ſaints of God deſpond, He hath unſpeakably various 


and effettual ways for the trifling of their conceptions, 
to give t'zem dry breaſts, and a miſcarrying womb, 


He can ſtop their fury when he pleaſeth: “ Surely,” 
faith the Pſalmiſt,“ the wrath of man ſhall praiſe 
thee, the remainder of wrath ſhalt thou reſtrain,” 


 Pfal. Ixxvi. 10. When ſo much of their wrath is get 
out, as ſhall exalt his praiſe, he can, when he plealcth, 


ſet up a power, greater than the combined ſtrength of 


all ſinning creatures, and reſtrain the remainder of the 


. wrath that they had conceived, *© He ſhall cnt offil« 
ſpirit of princes, he is terrible to the Kings of the 


earth,” Pfal. Ixxvi. 12. Some he will cut off and de. 
ſtroy, ſome he will territy and affright, and preventthe 
rage of all, He can knock them on the head, or 
break out their teeth, or chain up their wrath, and who 
can oppoſe him? 3 e 
Fitthly, Thoſe who have received betfefit by avy 


of the ways mentioned, may know to, whom they 


owe their prefervation, and not look on 1t*as a cow- 


mon thing. When you have "conceive ſin, hath 
God weekened your power from, fin, or denied You 
opportunity, or took away the , obje& of your lis, 
or diverted your thoughts by new Providences;, A 
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aſluredly that you have received mercy thereby. 
Though God ; Hyun theſe providences always in 
a ſubſerviency to the coyenant of grace, yet there 
is always mercy in them, always a call in them, to 
conſider the author of them. | Had not Cod thus 
dealt with you, it may be, you had this day been a 
terror to yourſelves, a ſhame to your relations, and 
under the puniſhment due to ſome notorious ſins 
which you had conceived. Beſides, there is com- 
monly an additional guilt in fin brought forth, above 
what is in the mere conception of it. It may be, 
others would have been ruined by it here, or een 
into a partner ſhip in fin by it, and fo have been cter- 
nally ruined by it, all which are prevented by thefe 
providences; and eternity will witneſs, that there is 
a ſingularity of mercy in them. Do not look then 
on any ſuch things as common accidents, the hand 
of God is in them all; and that a merciful hand, if 
not deſpiſed: if it be, yet God doth good to others 
by it, the world is the better, and youare not ſo wick- | 
ed as you would be. * 
Sixthly, We may alſo ſee hence the great uſe of 
magiftracy in the world, that great appointment of 
God. Amongſt other things, it is peculiarly ſubſer- 
vient to this holy providence, in obſtructing the bring- 
ing forth of conceived fin; namely, by the terror of 
lum, that bears the ſword. God fixes that on the 
hearts of evil men which he expreſſeth: © If thou 
do that which, is evil, be afraid, for the power beareth 
not the ſword in vain, for he is the miniſter of God, a 
tevenger to execute wrath on them that do evil,” 
Rom. Xin. 4. God fixes this on the hearts of 
men, and by the dread and terror of it cloſeth the 
womb of fin, that it ſhall not bring forth. When 
there was no king in Lirael, none to put to rebuke, 
and none of whom evil men were afraid, there was 


'woful work and havock amongſt the children of men 


made in the world, as we may ſee in the laſt chap- 
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ters of the book of ndges. The greateſt mercie; C 
and bleſſings that in this world we are made partakers 8 
10 f, next to them of the goſpel and covenant of grace, t 
come to tis through this channel and conduit. And, 1 
indeed, this whereof we” haye been ſpeaking, is the f 
proper work of magiſtracy, namely, to be ſabſervient K 
'ro the providence of God, in obſtrücting the bringing WM # 
f / 90. 1 
Theſe, then, are ſome of the ways whereby God : 
' providentially prevents the bringing forth of ſin, by J 
Oppofing obſtacles to the power of the finner. And 1 
by them” fin is not conſumed, but ſhut up in the 4 
womb.” Men are not burthened for it, but with it; 8 
not laden in their hearts and conſciences with its t 
guilt, but perplexed with its power, which they are 0 
not able to exert and ſatisſ x. . C 
The way that yet remains for conſideration, where. L 
by God obviates the production of conceived ſin, is, f 
his working on the will of the ſinner, ſo making ſin to } 
'conturne away in the Womd. 1 
Thete are two ways, in general, whereby God * 
thus prevents the bringing forth of conceived fin, by * 
working on the will of the ſinner; and they are, firſt, 1 
By reftraining grace: ſecondly, By renewing grace. t 
He doth it, ſometimes the one 'way, ſometimes the * 
ot lten, The firſt of theſe is common to regenerate 95 
and unregencrate perſons, the latter peculiar to be- C 
'Vievers; and God doth it variouſly, as to particulars, 6 
by them both. We ſhall begin with the firſt of them, 0 
Pirſt, God doth this in the way ok reſtraining 4 
grace, by ſome arrow of particular conviction fixed A 
in the heart and conſcience of the ſinner; in reference V 
unto the particular ſin which he had conceived! "This 0 
ſtaggers and changes the mind, as to the particular 7A 
Intended,” cauſeth the hands to hang down, and the W 
weapons of luſt to fall out of theme! Hereby con- 2 
'cerved fin proves abortive; He God doth this work, A 
u 


by hat immediate touches; ſtrokes, blows} rebuke 
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of his ſpirit; by what reaſonings, arguments, and 
commotion, of men's own conſciences, 1 is not for us 
thoroughly to find out. It is done, as was ſaid, in 
unſpeakable, variety, and the works, of God, are paſt 
finding. out. But as to what light may be given un- 
10 it from. ſeripture. inſtances, alter we have mani- 
feſted the general way of God o procedure, it thall be 
inſiſted on. 
Thus, then, God dealt ; in the caſe of Elau amel 
Jacob. Eſau had long conceived his brother's death; 
he comforted himſelf with the thoughts of it, avid 
reſolutions about it, Gen. xxvii. 41, as is the man- 
ner of profligate linners.. Upon his firſt opportunity, 
he comes forth to execute his. intended rage, and Ja- 
cob concludes that he would * ſ{initethe motherwith the 
children, chap xxxii. 11. An opportunity is preſented _ 
unto this wicked and profane perſon, to bring forth that 
fin that had lain in his heart now twenty years; he 
hath full power in his hand to perform his purpoſe. 
In the midſt of this poſture of things, God comes in 
upon his heart, with ſome ſecret and effectual work- 


ing of his ſpirit and power, changeth him from 
his purpoſe, cauſeth his conceived fin to melt away, 


that he falls upon the neck of him with embraces, 
whom he thought to have ſlain.. 
Of the ſame nature, though the way fit was pe- 


| cola. was his dealing with Laban, the Syrian, in re- 
ſerence to the ſame Jacob, chap. xxxi. 24. By a 


dream, a viſion in the night, God hinders him "x 


ſo much as ſpeaking. roughly to him. It was with him 
as in Micah ii. 1, he had deviſed evil on his bed, and 
when he thought to have practiſed it in the morning, 
God interpoſed; in a dream, and hides ſin from hu, 


as he ſpeaks, Job. xxxili, 15, 16, 17. To the. far 
purpoſe is that pl. the Pſalmiſl concerning the peop 55 
of God, He made them to be pitied of all. le 
who, carried; them) captives, Pal, cvi. 46. Men 

Uſually $ab1Þ riger with thoſe whom they have 
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taken captive in war. It was the way of old, to rule 
captives with force and cruelty. Here God turns and 
changes their bearts, not in general unto lümfelf, but 
to this particular, of reſpect to his people. And this 
Way in general deth God every day prevent tlie bring. 
ing forth of a world of fin. He ſharpens arrows of 
conviction upon the ſpirits of men, as to the particular 
that they are engaged in. Their hearts are not 
changed, as to ſin; but their minds are altered, as to 
this or that hin. They break, it may be, the veſfel 
they had faſhioned, and go to work upon ſome other. 
Now that we may a little fee into the ways whereby 
God doth accomplith this work, we muſt premiſe the 
enſuing conſiderations. | 3 


Firſt, That the general medium wherein the mat- 


ter of reſtraining grace doth conſiſt, whereby God 


thus prevents the bringing forth of ſin, doth lie in 


certain arguments and reaſonings, preſented to the 


mind of the ſinner, wherehy he 1s induced to deſert 
his purpoſe, to change ares: alter his mind, as to the 
fin he had conceived. Reaſons againſt it are preſented 
unto him, which prevail upon him to relinquiſh his 
deſign, and give over his purpoſe, This is the ge- 
neral way of the working of reſtraining grace, it 1s 

by arguments and reaſonings riſing up againſt the 


perpetration of conceived fin. = 


Secondly, Thet no arguments or reaſonings, as, 
ſuch, materially conſidered, are ſufficient to ſtop or 
kinder any purpoſe of ſinning, or to caufe conceived. 
ſin to prove abortive, if the ſinner have power and 
opportunity to bring it forth. They are not, in 
themſelves, and on their own account, reſtraining 
grace; for if they were, the adminiſtration and con- 
munication of grace, as grace, were left unto every, 
man who is able to give advice againſt ſin. Nothing 
is, nor can be called grace, 'though *cothmbn,/ and 


' ſuch as may periſh, but with reſpect unto its pech. 
lar relation to God. God, by the power of his 
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Spirit, making arguments and reaſons effectual and 
prevailing, turns that to be grace, I mean of this 
kind, which in itſelf, and in its own, nature, was 
bare reaſon. And chat efficacy of the Spirit, winch: 
me Lord puts forth in theſe perſuaſions and motives, 
is that which we call reſtraining grace. , Theſe things 
being premiſed we ſhall now. conſider, ſome. of the 
arguments which, we find that he hath made uſe of to 
has end and purpoſſme t pode. 
Firſt, God ſtops many men in their ways upon 
the conception of ſin, by an argument taken from 
the difficulty, if not impoſſibility, of doing that they 
aim at. They have a mind unto it, but God ſets 
an hedge and a wall before them, that they ſhall. 
judge it to be ſo hard and difficult to accompliſh What 
they intend, that it is better for them to let it alone, 
and give over. Thus Herod would have put John 
Baptiſt to death upon the firſt provocation, but he 
feared the multitude, becauſe they accounted him as 
aprophet, Matth. xiv. 5. He had conceivedhis murder, 
and was free from the execution of it. God raiſed this 
conſideration in his heart, II I kill him, the people will 
tumultuate, he hath a great party amongſt them, and. 
{edition will ariſe, that may colt me my life, or king- 
dom, He feared the multitude, and durſt not exe- 
cute the wickedneſs he liad conceived, becaule of the 
difhculty he fore-ſaw he lhould be entangled withal.. 
And God made the argument effectual for the ſeaſon ;. 
for other;viſe. we know that men will venture the. ut- 
moſt hazards for the ſatisfaction of their luſts; as he 
did afterwards. ., The Phariſees were in the very ſame 
late and condition, Matth. xxi. 26. they would fain 
have decried the minuitry, of John, but durſt not, for. 
11 ee and, by the ſame argument were 
they deterred from killing our Saviour, ver. 46. Who. 
haf highly, provoked, them by a parable, ſetting out 
dei deſerved and uren deſtruction. They 
durſt not . ir for teat ce 0 among the people, 


r = FER 


Te 7 


* 
s 
$ s 


178 OF IN DWEEIIN CZ SIN 
ſeting they looked on him as prophet. Thus God 
ovet-awes the hearts of innumerable perſons in the 
world every day, and cauſech them te deſiſt from 
attempting to bring farth the ſins Which they had con- 
_ ceived, Difficulties: they ſhall berſure to meet withalz 
ved; its likely, if they ſhould attempt it, it would 
prove impoſſible for them to accompliſh,, - We owe 
mich of our quiet in this world, unto the efficacy 
givento this conſideration in the hearts of men, by the 
Holy Ghoſt: Adulteries, rapines, murders, are obviat- 
_ed and/flrfled by it. Men would engage into them 
dazly, but that they judge it impo ble for'them to. 
fulfill What they aimed Mi „„ Litto nnen 
Secondly, God doth it by an argument taken aj: 
?ncommodo, from the inconveniencies, evils, and trou- 
bles that will befall men in the purfuit of fin. II 
they follow it, this or that inconvenience will enſue, 
this trouble, this evil, temporal or eternal. And 
this argument, as managed by the ſpirit of God, 
is the great engine in his hand, whereby he caſls up 
banks, and gives bounds to the luſts of men, that 
they break not out, to the confuſion of all that order 
and beauty which yet remains in the works of his 
hands. Paul gives us the general import of this ar. 
gi ment,“ For when the Gentiles which have not 
the law, do by nature the things contained in the law, 
theſe having not the law, are a law unto themſelves, 
winch ſhew the work of the lau written in their hearts, 
their confcience alſo bearing witneſs,” and. their 
thoughts the mean while accuſing, or elſe exculing 
one another.“ Rom, ii. 14, 13. If any men in tlie 
world may be thought to be given up to purſue and 
fulfill all the fins that their luſts can conceive, it 16 
thoſe that have not the law, to whom the written Jaw: 
of God doth. not denounce: the evil that attends 


6 . 


it, But though they have-1t not, ſaith the apoſlle, 


they ſhew forth the work of it, they; do many thwgs 
which it requireth, and forbear, or abſtam from mah 
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their thoughts accuſe or excuſe them. It is from the 
conſideration and arguings that they have within 
themfelves about ſin, and its conſequente] which 
prevail upon them to abſtain from many things that 
their hearts would: carry them out unto! For con- 
ſcience is a man's pre- judging of himſelf, with reſpect 


unto the future r ge, of God. Thus Felix was 


ſtaggered in his purſuit of ſin, when he trembled at 
Paul's preaching of righteouſneſs and judgment to 
come.“ Acts xxiv. 23. S0 Job tells us, that the con- 
kderation of puniſhment from God, hath a ſtrong in- 


fluence-on'the minds of men, to keep, them from ſin, 
Job xxx1. t—3.. How ihe Lord makes uſe of that 


conſideration, . even towards his own, when they have 
broken the cords of his love, and caſt off the rule of 
his grace for a ſeaſon, I have before declared. 
Thirdly, God doth this ſame work, by making 
eflectual an argument, ab inutili, from the unprofita- 


bleneſs of the thing that men are engaged in. By 


this were the brethren of Joſeph ſtayed from {laying 
him: What profit is it, ſay they, © if we flay. 
our brother, and conceal his blood? Gen. xxxvii. 
26, 27. we thall get nothing by it, it will bring in 
on advantage or ſatis faction unto us. And the heads 
of this'way of God's obſtrutting conceived ſin, or the 
ſprings of theſe kinds of arguments, are ſo many and 
various that it is impoſhble to inſiſt particularly upon 
them. There is nothing preſent, or to come, nothing 
belonging to this life, or another, nothing deſirable. 
or undeſirable, nothing good or evil, but at one time 
or another, an argument may be taken from it for 
Fourthly, God accompliſheth this work by argu- 
ments taken ad honzſto; from what is good and honeſt, 
what is comely, praiſe-worthy, and acceptable unto - 
umſelf. This is the great road wherein he walks 
1 . 


mings that it forbiddeth, and ſo ſhow forth its work 
and efficacy. But whence is it that they do fo? WEH 
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with his ſaints under their temptations, or in their 
. conceptions of ſin. He recovers effectually upon 
their minds a conſideration of all thoſe” ſprings and 
"motives to obedience; which are diſcovered and pro- 
poſed in the roſpel; ſome at one time, ſome at ano. 
ther. He minds them of his on love, mercy, and 
 kindnefs ; his eternal love, with the fruits of it, 
whereof themſelves have been made partakers. He 
minds them of the blood of his Son, his croſs, ſuf. 
ſerings, tremendous undertaking in the work of me. 
diation, and the concernment of his heart, love, ho- 
nour, name, in their obedience, Minds them of the 
love of the Spirit, with all his conſolations which 
they have been made partakers 'of, and' privileges 
wherewith, by him, they have been intruſted. Minds 
them of the goſpel, the glory and beauty of it as re- 
vealed unto their fouls. Minds them of the excel. 
lency and comelineſs of obedience, of their pertom- 
ance of that duty they owe to God, that peace, 
quietneſs, and ſerenity of mind, that they have en- 
joyed therein. On the other fide, he minds themot 
being a provocation by fin unto the eyes of his glo- 
1y, faying in their hearts: * Do not that abominable 
thing which my ſoul hateth.” Minds them of their 
wounding the Lord Chirſt, and putting him to ſhame; 
vt their grieving the Holy Spirit, whereby they are 
{caled to the day of redemption; of their defiling his 
ewelling-place. Minds them of the reproach, il- 
honours, ſcandal which they bring on the goſpe|, 
und the profeſſion thereof. Minds them of tue ter. 
rors, darkneſs, wounds, want of peace, that they 
may bring upon their own ſouls. ' From theſe and 
like conſiderations, doth God put a ſtop to the pro- 
grets of the law of fin in the heart, that it ſhall nat 
90 on to bring forth the evil which it hath conceived, 
I could give inſtances in arguments of all theſe le- 
veral kinds, recorded in the ſeripture, but it would 
be too long a work for us, who are now engaged 1 
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a deſign of another nature. But one or two exam - 
ples may be mentioned. Joſeph reſiſts his firſt temp- 
tation on one of theſe accounts: Ho can] do this 
great wickedneſs, and fin againſt, God?“ Gen. 


xxxix. 9. The evil of ſinning againſt God, his 


God, that conſideration alone detains him from the 
leaſt inclination to his temptation. It is fin againſt 


God, to whom I owe all obedience; the God of 


my life, and of all my mercies, I will, not do it. 
The argument wherewith' Abigail prevailed on, Da- 
vid, to with-hold him from ſelt-revenge and murder, 


was of the ſame natifre, and he acknowledgeth that 


it was from the Lord, 1 Sam. xxv. 31, 32. I ſhall 
add no more, for all the ſcripture-motives which we 
have to duty, made effectual by grace, are inſtances 
of this way of God's procedure. e 

Sometimes, I conteſs, God ſecretly works the 
hearts of men, by his own finger, without the uſe 
and means of ſuch arguments a; thoſe inſiſted on, to 
ſtop the progreſs of ſin. So he tells Abimelech, I 
have with-held thee from finning againſt me, Gen, 
xx. 6. Now this could not be done by any of the argu- 


ments which we have inſiſted on, becauſe Abimelech 
knew not that the thing which he intended was ſin ; 


and theretore he pleads, that in the © integrity of his 
heart and innocency of his hands he did it,“ ver. 5. 
God turned about his will and thoughts, that he 
ſhould not accompliſh his intention; but by what 


ways or means is not revealed. Nor is it evident 


what courſe he took in the change of Eſau's heart, 
when he came out againſt his brother, to deſtroy him, 
Gen. xxxiii. 4. Whether he ſtirred up in him a 
freſh ſpring. of natural affections, or cauſed him to 


conſider what grief, by this means, he ſhould bring 
to hs; aged | father, who loved him fo tenderly; or 
whether, being now, grown great and wealthy, he 


more and more deſpiſed the matter of difference be- 
tween him and his brother, and ſo utterly flighted it, 
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it is not known.! It may be, God did it by an im. 
mediate powerful act of his Spirit upon his heart, 
without the actual intervention of any of theſe or the 
like conſiderations. Now, though the things men. 
tioned are in themſelves, at other times, feeble and 
weak, yet when they are managed by the Spirit of 
God to ſuch an end and purpoſe, they certainly 
become effectual, and are the. matter of his prevent. 
ing grace EO ot N | 
Firſt, God prevents the bringing forth. of con- 
ceived ſin, by real ſpiritual ſaving grace; and that 
either in the firſt converſat ion of ſinners, or in the 
following ſupplies of it. This is one part of the my. 


ſtery of his grace and love. He meets men ſometimes MW wa 

in their higheſt reſolutions for ſin, with the higheſt for 
efficacy of his grace. Hereby he manifeſts the power pag 

of his own grace, and gives the ſoul a farther expe- MW anc 
rience of the law of ſin, when it takes ſuch a fare. hir 
„Vell of it, as to be changed in the midſt of its reſo. 900 
lutions to ſerve the Juits thereof. By this he melts. mi 
_down the luſts of men, cauſeth them to whither at C01 

the root, that they ſhall no more ſtrive to bring forth cle 

what they have conceived, but be filled with ſhame Th 
and ſorrow at their conception. An example and xi. 
inſtance of this proceeding of God, for the ule and in 
inſtruction of all generations, we have in Paul. His le 
heat was full of wickednels, blaſphemy, and perſe- do 
cution; his conception of them was come unte rage MW an 

and madneſs, and a full purpoſe of exerciſing them E 

all to the utmoſt; ſo the. ſtory relates it, Acts ix. th 

fo himſelf declares the ſtate to have been with him, th 


Acts xxvi. 9g—12. 1 Tim. i. 13. In the midſt of all co 
this violent purſuit of ſin, a voice from heaven ſhuts ä 
up the womb, and dries che breaſts of it, and he re 


cries, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?“ Acts {34 
ix. 6. The ſame perſon {ſeems to intimate, that in 
this is the way of God's procedure with others, even th 


to meet them with his converting grace, in the heigbt ec 


, 
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of their fin and folly}. For he himſelf, he ſays, was 
a pattern of God's dealing with others; as he dealt 
with him, ſo alſo would he do with ſome ſuch like 
finners. For this cauſe Þ obtained mercy, that in. 
me firſt Jeſus Chriſt might ſhrew! forth all Joag-ſuf-' 
fering; as a pattern to them which ſhould hereafter 
believe on him to life everlaſting, 1 Tim. i. 16. 
And we have not a few examples of it in our own: 
days. Sundry perſons, on ſet purpoſe, going to this“ 
or that place, to deride and ſcoff at the diſpenſation 
of the word, have been met withal in the very place 
wherein they deſigned to ſerve their luſts and Satan, 
and have been caſt down at the foot ot God. This. 
way ob God's dealing with ſinners is at large ſet: 
forth in Job xxxlii. 15—18. Dionyſius the Areo- 
pagite is another inſtance of this work of God's grace 
and love. Paul is dragged either by him, or before 
him, to plead for his life, as a ſetter forth of ſtrange 
gods, which at Athens was death by the law, In the 
midſt. of this frame of ſpirit Go meets with him by 
converting grace, ſin withers in the womb, and he 
cleaves to Paul and his doctrine, Acts xvii. 18-44. 
The like diſpenſation towards Iſrael we have, Hoſea 
xi. 710. But there is no need to inſiſt on more 
inſtances of this obſervation. God is pleaſed to 
leave no generation uncenvinced of this truth, if they 
do but attend to their on experiences, and the ex- 
amples of this work of his mercy amongſt them. 
Every day, one or other, is taken in the fulneſs of 
the purpoſe of his heart to go on in ſin, in this or 
that ſin, and is ſtopt in his courſe by the power of 
ee graden! : e 
Sccondly, GoD doth it by the ſame grace in the 
renewed communications of it, that is, by ſpecial af- 
bſting grace. This is the common way of his deal. 
ing with believers in this caſe. That they alſo through 
the deceitfulneſs of ſin, may be carried on to the 
conceiving! of this. or that fin, was before declared. 
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Gop puts a ſtop to their progrels, or rather to the 
prevalency of the law. of 11 


in in them, and that by 
giving in unto them ſpecial aſſiſtances, needtul far 
their preſervation and deliverance, As David ſays of 
himſelf, «© His feet were almoſt gone, his ſteps had 
well mgh ſlipt,” Pſal. Ixxiii. = ol was at the brink 
of unbelieving deſpairing thoughts, and concluſions 
about God's providence in the government of the 
world; from whence he was recovered, as he after. 
wards declares. So is it with many a believer, he is 
oftentimes at the very brink, at the very door of 


ſome folly or iniquity, when God puts in, by the ef. 


ficacy of actually aſſiſting grace, and recovers them 


to an obediential frame of heart again. And this is a 


eculiar work of Chriſt, wherein, he manifeſts and 
exerts his faithfulneſs towards his own: He is able 


to ſuccour them that are tempted,” Heb. ii. 18.. It 


15 not. an abſolute power, bat a power cloathed with 
mercy, that is intended. Such a power as is put forth 
form a ſenſe of the ſuffering of poor believers, un- 
der their temptations. And how doth he exerciſe 


this merciful ability towards us? He gives forth, and 


we find in him, grace to help in a time of need;” 
Heb. iv. 16. ſeaſonable help and aſſiſtance for our 
deliverance, when we are ready to be over powered 
by fin and temptation. When luſt hath.concerved, 
and is ready to bring iortn,, when the ſoul es at the 
brink of ſome iniquity, he gives in ſeaſonable help, 
relief, deliverance and fatety, Here lies a great 


part of the care and tathfulneſs of CHRIST towards 


his poor ſaints; he will not ſuffer them to be wor :1cd 


with the power ot ſin, nor to be carried out unto ways: 


that ſhall dithonour the goſpel, or ul them with ſhame 
and reproach, and ſo render them uſelaſs in the world; 


but lie ſleps in with the Javing relief and alliflaace of 


his grace, . ſtops the courſe of lin, and makes them, 
in himſelt, more than conquerors,” And this al- 


| liftance lies under the promiſe; “ There hath no 


em} 
but 
em 
tem 
be al 
it 18 

com 
tried 
more 
And 
whe 
the 1 
enab 
whe! 
with 
anot 
fulfic 
have 
capt 
and 
tual 

iS in 
and - 
are t 
lind 
by * 
tithe 
tat, 
pole 
And 
glory 
who! 


Were 
evil. 


e Ä . — ü 7⁵—rQ 7 wm wum! e y LO iO uns On - — n — 


IN BELIEVERS. 183 


enptation taken you but ſuch as is common to man, 
ut God is Faithful who will not ſuffer you to be 
empted above that you are able, but will, wich the 
emptation alſo make a way to eſcape, that you may 
be able bear it,” 1 Cor. x. 1g. Temptation ſhall try us, 
is for our good; many holy ends doth the Lord 
compaſs and bring about by it. But when we are 
ried to the utmoſt of our ability, ſo that one aſſault 


vore would overbear us, a way of eſcape is provided. 
Ind as this may be done ſeveral ways, as I have elſe- 
here declared, fo this we are now upon, is one of 
. Ine moſt eminent, namely, by ſupplies of grace, to 
enable the ſoul to bear up, reſiſt, and conquer. And 
chen once God begins to deal in this way of love 
d ih a ſoul, he will not ceaſe to add one ſupply after 
e mother, until the whole work of his grace and faith- 
It H ulneſs be accompliſhed. An example hereof we 
have Iſa. Ivii 17, 18. poor ſinners there are ſo far 
* Weptivated to the power of their luſts, that the firſt 
ad ſecond dealings of God with them, are not effec- 


1 wal for their delivery ; but he will not give over, he 
„ sin the purſuit of a deſign of love towards them, 
and ſo ceaſeth not until they are recovered. Thele 

1 ae the general heads of the ſecond way whereby God 


lunders the bringing forth of conceived ſin, namely, 


by working on the will of the ſinner, He doth it, 
© Miter by common convictions, or ſpecial grace, ſo 
„ Wit, of their own accord, they ſhall let go the pur- 
obe and will of ſinning that they are riſen up unto. 
f \nd this is no mean way of his providing for his own 
. glory, and the honour of his goſpel in the world, 


whole profeflors would ſtain the whole beauty of 1t, 
j vere they left to themſelves, to bring forth all the 
þ evil that is conceived in their hearts. N 

s Beſides theſe general ways, there is one yet more 
. ſoecial, that at once worketh both upon the power 
? ad will of the ſinner; and this is the way of afthc- * 
ons, concerning which, one word ſhall cloſe this 


diſcourſe. Afflictions, 1 fay, work by both theſ 


ways, in reference-unto conceived fin. They work 


his plenty, and ſo takes him off in the purſuit of hi 
luſts, though it may be, his heart is not weaned fron 


Great afflictions work ſometimes, not from their own 
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providentially on the power of the creature. Whey 
a man hath conceived a fin, and is in full purpoſe of 
the purſuit of it, God oftentimes ſends a ſickneſ; 
and abates his ſtrength, or a loſs cuts him ſhort in 


them. His power is weakened, and he cannot do E 
the evil he would. In this ſenſe, it belongs to t ſc 
firſt way of God's obviating the production of fn h. 


nature immediately and directly, but from the grati. 
ous purpoſe and intendment of him that ſends then, 
He inſinuates into the diſpenfation of them, that o ton 
grace and power, of love and kindneſs, which {hal 
effectually take off the heart and mind from - fin 


Before I was afflicted 1 went aſtray, but now have T 
J learned thy commandmants, Pſal. cxix. 67. AndMynor 
in this way, becauſe of the predominancy of reneving iin al 

and aſſiſting grace, they belong unto the latter means uoft 
preventing fin. eve 
And theſe are ſome of the ways, whereby it pleal-MWThe 
eth God to put a ſtop to the progreſs of ſin, boi cone 
in believers and unbelievers, Which at prefent we {hallſate 
inſtance in; and if we would endeavour, farther iofyith 
fearch out his ways unto perfection, yet we mult fil by t 
conclude, that it is but a © little portion which wells th 
know of him,” vio tc £1.92 1140 four 
. vine 
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3 1 CHAP. NIV. 0 Filing 90 
The Power of fin farther demonſtrated by the 
Effects it hath had in the Lives of Profe(- 
ſors. - Firſt, In actual Sins. Secondly, In 
habstual: Declenſons: dot 1642770 1 35: 
WV now are to proceed unto other eyidences of 
that ſad truth which we are in the demonſtra- 
tion of. But the main of our work being paſt through, 
[ſhall be more brief in the management of the argu- 
ns that-go reminmnsnmnn. 
That, then, which in the next place may be fixed 
yon, is the demonſtration which this law of fin hath, 
Mall ages, given of its power and efficacy, by the 
votul fruits that it hath brought forth, even in be- 
levers themſelves. Now theſe are of two ſorts. Firſt, 
The great actual eruptions of ſin in their lives. Se- 
1 „Their habitual declenſions from the frames, 
late, and condition of obedience, and communion 
with God, which they had obtained, both which, 
by the rules of James before unfolded, are to be laid 
1 the account of this law of ſin, and belong unto the 
fourth head of its progreſs, and are both of them con- 
vincing evidences of its power and efficacy. ; 
Firſt, Conſider the fearful eruptions of actual ſins 
that have been in the lives of believers, and we ſhall 
ind our poſition evidenced. Should I go through, 
at large, with his conſideration, I muſt recount all 
the fad and ſcandalous failings of the ſaints, that are 
eſt on record in the holy Rrintare, But the parti- 
culars of them are known to all; ſo that I ſhall not 
fed to mention them, nor the many aggravations. 


* 
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that, in their circumſtances, they are attended with 
Only ſome few things, tending to the rendering 9 
our preſent conſideration of them uſeful, may be re. 
marked. ĩ Onion 3 | 

-. Firſt, They are, moſt of them, in the lives of men 
that were not of the loweſt form, or ordinary ſort o 
belicvers, but oft men that had a peculiar eminency 
in them, on the account of their walking with God 
in their generations. Such were Noah, Lot, David 
Hezekiah, and others. They were not men of u 
ordinary ſize, but higher than their brethren by the 
jhoulders and upwards in profeſſion, yea, in real ho. 
lineſs. And, ſurely, that muſt needs be of a mighty 
efficacy, that could hurry. ſuch giants in the ways 0 


| ; : . Wal 
God into ſuch abominable ſins as they fell into. A r 
ordinary engine could never have turned them out oi 5 
the courſe of their obedience. It was a poiſon that yow 


no athletic conſtitution ot ſpiritual health, no and 
nd. EN amt opti, 

_ Secondly, And theſe very men, fell not into, the 
great ſins at the beginning of their profeſſion, when 
they had had but little experience of the goodnels of 
God, of the ſweetneſs and pleaſantneſs of obedience 
of the power and craft of fin, of its impulſions, ſo by 1 
licitations and ſurprizals, but after a long courſe ol 
walking with God, and acquaintance with all thelz 
things, together with 1nnumerable motives, ung ne 
watchfulnels. Noah, according to the lives of men 
in thoſe days of the world, had walked uprighily xi one 
God ſome 5 of years, before he was fo ſur one 
prized as he was. Righteous Lot ſcems to have bee ce. 
towards the end of his days, ere he defiled him okt 
with the abominations recorded, David, in a tn! +6 
lite, had as much experience of grace and ſin, ana. 
as much cloſe ſpiritual communion with, God, as ce par 
had any of the ſons of men, before he was call. o we 
the ground by this law of ſin. So was, it with He ine 
eckiah, in lus degree, which was none of the me. ane 
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g. Now to ſet upon ſuch perſons, ſo well acquaint- 
| with its power and deceit, fo armed and provided 
ainſt it, that had been conquerors over it for "{0 
ly : 


ower and efficacy, too nighty for every thing but 
the Spirit of the Almighty to withſtand. Who can 
lbok to have a greater ſtock of inherent grace than 
hoſe men had? To have more experience of God 
ind the excellency of his ways, the ſweetneſs of 


hd? Who hath either better furniture to oppoſe ſin 
withal, or more obligations fo to do, than they ? 
n And yet we ſee how fearfully they were prevailed 

—_—_ T7 „„ 
an * Thirdly, As if God had permitted their falls on 
{:t purpoſe, that we might learn to be wary of this 
yowertul enemy, they all of them fell out when they 
had newly received great and ſtupendous mercies 
from the hand ot God, that ought to have been 
frong obligations unto diligence and watchfulneſs in 
doſe obedience. Noah was but newly come forth 
of that world of waters, wherein he ſaw the ungodly 
world periſhing for, their ſins, and himſelf preſerved 


the immediate care and hand of God, he falls into 


one that thinks on cannot but tremble. He ſaw, as 
one ſpeaks, Hell coming out of Heaven upon un- 
clean finners, the greateſt evidence, except the crofs 
ol Chrift, that God ever gave in his providence, of 
the judgment to come. He ſaw himſelf and chil- 


band of God; and yet, Whilſt "theſe ſtrange. mercies 
were-fre{h upon him, he tell into drunkennefs' and 
nceft, David was delivered out of all his troubles, 
art had the necks of his enemies given him round 


many years, and to prevail againſt them, it argues a 


his love, and of communion with him, than they 


by that aſtoniſhing miracle which all ages muſt ad- 
mire: whilſt the world's deſolation was an hourly 
remembrancer unto him of his ſtrange preſervation by 


drunkennefs. Lot had newly ſeen that, at which every 


dren delivered, by the ſpectal* care and miraculous 


ſtantly to him, who hath ſupplies to give out, that 
are above its reach and efficacy. Methinks this ſhould 
make us look about us. Are we better than Noah,] 


Are we more holy, wiſe, and watchful than David, 
ho obtained this teſtimony, that he was © a man after 
God's own heart?” Or, better than Hezekiah, who ap- 
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about, and he makes uſe of his peace, from a woll 
of trials and troubles, to contrive murder and adul. 
tery. Immediately, it was, after Hezekiah's great 
and miraculous deliverance, that he falls into his car, 
nal pride and boaſting. I ſay, their falls, in ſuch ſe. 
ſons, ſeem to be permitted on ſet purpoſe, to inſtrud 
us all in the truth that we have in hand; ſo that no 
perſons, in no ſeaſons, with what furniture of grace 
ſoever, can promiſe themſelves ſecurity from its pre- 
valency any other ways, than by keeping cloſe con. 


\ 


inc 
me 
ne 
nace 
rom 


who had that teſtimony from God, that he was a 
perfect man in his, generation, and walked with 
God ?” Are we better than. Lot, whoſe “ righteous 
foul was vexed with the evil deeds of ungodly men, 
tor which he is commended by the Holy Ghoſt ?” 


pealed to God himſelf, that he had ferved him * up. 
Tightly with a perfect heart?” and yet, what preva- 
tency this law of {in wrought in and over them, we 
ſee. And there is no end of the like examples. I hey 
are all ſet up as buoys to diſcover unto us the ſans, 
the fhelves, the rocks, whereupon they made thei 
{11pwreck, to their hazard, danger, loſs, yea, and 
would have done to their ruin, had not God been 
pleaſed, in his faithfulneſs, graciouſly to prevent ii. 
And this is the firſt part of this evidence of the pow- 
er of fin: from its effet, tl Hin moor 

In the ſecond part, It manifeſts its power, in the ha- 
bitual declenſions from Zzeal and holineſs, from tlie 
frames, ſtate and condition of obedience, and commu- 
nion with God, whereunto they had attained, which 
are found in many believers. Promiſes of growth aud 
improvement are many, and precious; the means cn: 
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lent and eſſectual; the benefits great and unſpeak- 
ble: yet it often falls out, that inſtead hereof, de- 
ys and declenſions are found upon profeſſors, yea, 
and upon many oft the ſaints of God. Now. 


car. N 
* hereas this muſt need principally and chiefly; be 
om the ſtrengtli and efficacy of Indwelling-ſin, and 


there fore a great evidence thereof; I -thall, firſt 
vince the obſervation itſelf to be true: namely, That 
me of the ſaints themſelves, do oftentimes: ſo-de- 
ine from that growth and improvement in faith, 


that race and holineſs, which might juſtly be expected 
ud Mom them; and then ſhew, that the cauſe of this 
oah, Weil lies in that that we are treating of: and that 


iz the cauſe of total apoſtaſy in unſound profeſſors, 
ball be afterwards declared. But this is a greater 
york which we have in hand. The prevailing upon 

e believers, unto a ſinful declenſion, and . 


i 2” Wooſtacy, requires a putting forth of more ſtrength. 
vid, Wod efficacy than the prevailing upon unſound pro- 
{ter eſors unto total apoſtaſy. As the wind which will. 


low down a dead tree that hath no root, to the 
round, will ſcarcely ſhake or bow a living well-root- | 
tree. But this it will do. There is mention made 


we che ſcripture of the firſt ways of David, and they 
hey re commended above his latter, 2 Chron. xvii g. 
ns, be laſt ways, even of David, were tainted with the 
heuWover of Indwelling-fin. Though we have mention 


my of the actual eruption of ſin, yet that unclean- 
els; and pride, which were working in him in his 
umbering of people, were certainly rooted in a de- 
enſion from his firſt frame. Thoſe ruſhes did not 
row without mire. David would not have done ſo in 
12 W's younger, days, when he followed God in the wil- 
the Weneſs of temptations and trials, full of fauh, love, 
umility, brokenneſs of heart, zeal, tender affection 
no all the: ordinances of God, all which were emi- 
ent in him. But his ſtrength is impaired by the 
Heacy and deceitfulneſs of ſin; his locks cut, and 
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he becomes a ptey to vile luſts and temptations, M' 
have a notable inftance m moſt of the churches thx 
our Saviour awakens to the confideration of thei; ſpit 
condition, in the, Revelations : we may ſingle ot & 
one of them: many good things there were in the 


church of Epheſus, for which it is greatly commend. - 
ed, Rev. ii. 2, 3. but yet it is charged with a decay =” 
a declenſion, a gradual falling off and apoſta{y: 5 
« Thou haſt left thy firſt love, remember theret; wn 
whence thou art fallen, and do thy firſt works,” ver, #7 
4, 5. There was a decay, both inward 1n the frame * 
of heart, as to faith and love, and outward, as tg 7; 


_ obedience and works, in compariſon of what they had 1,1, 
formerly, by the teſtimony of Chriſt himſelf, The 


ont OO; a; W anc 
ſame alſo might be ſhewed concerning the relt oi fi 
thoſe churches, only one or two of them excepted, 3 
Five of them are charged with decays and declenſions, my 


Hence, there 1s mention, in the ſcripture, of the 
* kindneſs of youth,” of the © love of eſpouſals, ii 
wich great commendation, Jer. ii. 2, g. of our © tilt 


wi c . ly ? 
faith, 1 Tim. v. 12. of the © beginning of our con 4 
fidence,” Heb. iii. 14. And cautions are given, that "WM 
we loſe not the things that we have wrought, : : 
2 John 8. But what need we look back or fcarc! . 
for inſtances to confirm the truth of this obſervation: 
; , 24. 
An habitual declenſion from firſt engagements un! * 
God, from firſt attainments of commumon with God MR 


from firſt {trictneſs in duties and obedience, is o d. 
nary and common amongſt profeſſors. Might we, t 


this purpoſe, take a general view of the proſeſſot ws 
in theſe nations, among whom the lot of the belt o vn 
us will be found, in part or in whole, in ſomewi — 
or in all, to fall; we might be plenttully convince = 
of the truth of this obſervation. Is their zeal tor Go 5 
as warm, lively, vigorous, effectual, ſolicitous, 4 4 
it was in"their firſt giving themſelves unto God? Ur * 
rather, is there not a common, flight, ſelfiſh fram( 15 


of ſpirit come, in the room of it, upon moſt pzotel 


mity unto, and hatre 
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ſors? Iniquity hath abounded, and their love hath 
waxed cold. Was it not of old a burthen to their 
ſpirits to hear the name, and ways, and worſhip of 

od blaſphemed and profaned? Could they not have 
ſaid, with the Pſalmiſt, Rivers of water run down 
our eyes, becauſe men keep not thy law ?” Pal. 
cxix. 136. Were not their ſouls ſolicitous about the 
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intereſt of Chriſt in the world, like Eli's about the 


ark? Did they not contend earneſtly for the © truth 
once delivered to the ſaints, and every parcel of it, 
eſpecially wherein the grace of God, and the glory 
of the gopel were eſpecially concerned ? Did they not 
labour to judge and condemn the world, by an holy 
and ſeparate converſation? And do now the genera- 
lity of profeſſors abide in this frame? Have they grown, 
and made improvement in it? Or is there nota cold- 
neſs and indifferency grown upon the ſpirits of many 
in this thing ? Yea, do not many deſpiſe all theſe 
things, and look upon their own former zeal as fol- 
ly? May we not ſee many, who have formerly been 
in eſteem in ways of proteſſion, become daily a ſcorn 
and reproach, through their miſcarriages, and that 
juſtly, to the men of the world? Is it not with them, 
as it was of old with the daughters of Sion, Iſa. iii. 
24. when God judged them for their {ins and wanton- 
nels? Hath not the world, and ſelf, utterly rumed 
their profeſſion? and are they not refasdlets of the 
things wherein they have formerly declared a ſingu- 
lar concernment ? Yea, are not ſome come, partly 
on one pretence, pry on another, to an open en- 
of, the ways of God? they 
pleaſe them no more, but are evil in their eyes. But, 
not to mention ſuch open apoſtates any farther, whoſe 
hypocriſy the Lord Jeſus Chriſt will ſhortly judge; 
how 18 1t with the beſt? Are not almoſt all men grown 
cold and flack as to theſe things? Are they not leſs 
concernedin them than formerly ? Arethey not grown 


weary, ſelfiſh in their religion, and fo things be indif- 
K „ 
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ferent well at home, ſcarce care how they go abroad 
in the world? at leaſt, do they not prefer their eaſe, 
credit, fatety, lecular! advantages before theſe things? 
A frame that Chriſt abhors, and declares, that thoſe 
in whom it is found are none of his. Some, indeed, 
leem to retain a good zeal for truth; but, wherein 
they make the faireſt apperance, therein will they 
be found to be moſt abominable. They cry out 
againſt errors, not for truth, but for party and in. 
tereſt's ſake. Let a man be on their party, and pro- 
note their intereſt, be he neyer ſo corrupt in his 
judgment, he is embraced, and, it may be, admired, 
This is not zeal for God, but for a man's ſelf, It 
is not, * the zeal of thine houſe hath eaten me up; 
but,“ Maſter, forbid them, becauſe they follow not 
with us.“ Better it were, doubtleſs, for men never 
to pretend unto any zeal at all than to ſubſlitute ſuch 
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wrathftul ſelfiſhneſs in the room of it. 


Secondly, Is men's dehgitt in the ordinances and 
worſhip of God the ſame as in former days? Do 
they find the ſame ſweetneſs and reliſh in them as 
they have done of old? How precious hath the Word 
been to them formerly? What joy and delight have 

they had in attendance thereon? How would they 
have run and gone to have been made partakers of 
it where it was diſpenſed in its power and purity, in 
the evidence and demonſtration of the Spirit? Did 
they not call the Sabbath their delight, and was not 
the approach of it a real joy unto their ſouls ? Did 
they not long after the converſe and communion ot 
ſaints? And could they not undergo manifold perils 
tor the attainment of it? And doth this frame {till 
abide upon them? Are there not decays and declen- 
ſions to be found amongſt them? May it not be faid, 
„Gray hairs are here and there upon them, and they 
perceive it not ?“ Yea, are not men ready to ſay, with 
them of old, What a wearineſs is it?“ Mal. 1. g. 
It is even a burthen and a wearineſs to be tied up to 
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the obſervation of all theſe ordinances. What need 
we be all out ſo ſtrict in the obſervation of the Sab- 
hath ? What need we hear ſo often? What need of 
this diſtinction in hearing? Inſenſibly a great diſreſ- 
pect, yea, even a contempt, of the pleaſant and excel - 
tent ways of Chriſt and his goſpel is fallen upon ma- 
u profeffo r. f ut. 0. 
Thirdly, May not the ſame conviction be farther 
carried on, by an inquiry into the univerſal courſe ot 
obedience, and the performance of duties that men 
have been engaged in? Is there the ſame conſcienti- 
ous tenderneſs of {inning abiding in many as was in 
days of old? the ſame exact performance of private du- 
ties? the ſame love to the brethren? the ſame readi- 
neſs for the creſs? the ſame humility of mind and ſpi- 
nit? the ſame ſelf-denial ? The ſteam of men's luſts, 
wherewith the air is tainted, will not ſuffer us ſo to. 
We need then go no farther than this wretched. 
generation wherein we live, to evince the truth of the 
obſervation laid down, as the foundation of the in- 
lance inſiſted on; the Lord give repentance before 
it be to late. | 0 | 5 
Now all theſe declenſions, all theſe decays, that 
are found in ſome profeſſors, they all proceed from 
this root and cauſe, they are all the product of In- 
dwelling-{in, and all evince the exceeding power and 
elficacy of it. For the proof whereot I ſhall not need 
to go further than the general rule, which, out of 
James, we have already conſidered; namely, that 
luſt, or Indwelling-lin, is the cauſe of all actual lin, 
and all habitual declenſions, in believers. This is that 
which the apoſtle intends, in that place, to teach and 
declare. I ſhall, therefore, handle theſe two things, 
and {hew, Firſt, That this doth evince a great effi- 
cacy and power in ſin. Secondly, Declare the ways 
and means whereby it brings forth, or brings about, 
this curſed effect; all in 3 our general end, 
5 4 
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in calling upon, and cautioning, believers to avoid it, 
{DPD 52H Hoo OAH op 019) 
_ Firſt, It appears to be a work of great power and 
efficacy, from the proviſion that is made againſt it, 
which 1t prevails over. There is, in the covenant 
of grace, plentiful proviſion made, not only for the 
preventing of declenſions and decay in believers, 
hut alſo for their continual carrying on towards per. 
CCC „„ 
1ſt. The Word itſelf, and all the ordinances of 
the goſpel, are appointed and given unto us for this 
end, Epheſ. iv. 11—15. That which is the end of 
giving goſpel officers to the church, is the end alſo of 
giving all the ordinances to be adminiſtred by them. 
For they are given for * the work of the miniſtry,” 
that 1s, for the adminiſtration of the ordinances of the 
goſpel, Now what is, or what are, theſe ends? 


They are all for the preventing of decays and declen- 


lions in the ſaints, all for the carrying them on to per- 
fection, ver. 12. In general, it is for“ the perfect. 
ing of the ſaints,” carrying on the work of grace in 
them, and the work of holineſs and obedience by them : 
or, „for the edifying of the body of Chriſt ;” their 
building up in an increaſe of faith and love even of 
cvery true member of the myſtical body. But how 
tar are they appointed thus to carry them on, thus to 
build them up? Hath it bounds Rees to its work? 
Doth it carry them ſo far, and then leave them ? No, 
ſaith the apoſtle, Epheſ. iv. 13. The diſpenſation of 
the word of the goſpel, and the ordinances thereof is 
deſigned for our help, aſſiſtance, and furtherance, un- 
til the whole work of faith and obedience is conſum- 
mate. It is appointed to perfect and complete that 
faith, knowledge, and growth in grace and holineſs 
which is allotted unto us in this world. But what if 
oppoſitions and temptations do lie in the way, ſatan and 
his inſtruments working with great ſubtilty and de- 
ceit? Why, theſe ordinances are deſigned for our 
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faſe-guarding and deliverance from all their attempts 
and allaults, ver. 14. that ſo, being preſerved in the 
uſe of them, or * ſpeaking the truth. in love, we may 
grow up, unto him in all things who is the head, even 
Chriſt Jeſus.” This is, in general, the uſe of 
all goſpel-ordinances, the chief and maiu end for 
which they were given and appointed by God; name- 
ly, to preſerve believers from all decays of faith and 
obedience, and to carry them on ſtil] towards pertec- 
tion. Theſe are means which God, the good huſ- 
bandman makes uſe of, to cauſe the vine to thrive, 
and bring forth fruit. And I could alſo manifeſt the 
ſame to be the ſpecial end of them diſtinctly. Brief- 
ly, The Word 1s milk and ſtrong meat, for the nou- 
riſhing and ſtrengthening of all ſorts, and all degrees, 
of believers. It hath both ſeed and water in it, and 
manuring with it, to make them fruitful. The or- 
dinance of the ſupper is appointed on purpoſe for the 
ſtrengthening of our faith, in the remembrance of 
the death of the Lord, and the exerciſe of love one to- 
wards another. 'The communion of ſaints 1s for the 
edifying each other in faith, love, and obedience. 
Secondly, There is that which adds weight to this 
conſideration. God ſuffers us not to be unmindful 
of this aſſiſtance he hath afforded us, but is continu- 
ally calling upon us to make uſe of the means ap- 
pointed for the attaining of the end propoſed. He 
news them unto, us, as the angel ſhewed the water- 
ſpring to Hagar, Commands, exhortations, promiſes, 
threatenings, are multiplied to this purpoſe; ſee them 
ſummed up, Heb, ii. 1. He is continually laying to 
us, Why will youdie? Why will you wither and de- 
cay? Come to the paſtures prepared tor you, and your 
fouls ſhall live. If we ſee a lamb run from the fold 


into the wilderneſs, we wonder not if it be torn and 


rent of wild beaſts; it we ſee a ſheep leaving its green 
paſtures and water-courſes, to abide in dry barren _ 
heaths, we count it no marvel, nor inquire farther, 


2x - 


| 
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if we fee him lean, and ready to periſh. But if ve 
find lambs wounded in the fold, we wonder at the 


boldneſs and rage of the beafts of prey, that durſt ſet 
upon them there. If we ſee ſhee pining in fall pal. 


tures, we judge them to be diſeaſed and unſound. I 
is indeed no marvel that poor creatures, who forſake 


their own mercies, and run away from the paſture 


and fold of Chrift' in his ordinances, are rent and 
torn with divers luſts, and do pine away with hunger 
and famine. But to ſee men living under, and enjoy. 


ing, all the means of ſpiritual thriving, yet to decay, 


not to be fat and flouriſhing, but rather daily to pine 
and wither, this argues ſome ſecret powerful diſtemper, 
_ whoſe porfonous and noxious qualities hinder the vir. 


tue and efficacy of the means they enjoy. This 1 


indwelling fin. So wonderfully powerful, ſo effec. 
tually poiſonous is it, that it can bring leanneſs on the 


ſouls of men, in the midſt of all precious means of 


growth and flouriſhing. It may well make us tremble, 
to ſee men living under, and in the uſe of, the means of 
the goſpel, preaching, praying, adminiſtration of ſacra. 
ments, and yet grow colder every day than other; in 


zcal for God, more ſelfiſh and worldiy, even habitu- 


ally to decline, as to ht > hp of holineſs which they 
had attained unto. | 


_ Thirdly, Together with the d:ſpenſation of the 


_ outward means of ſpiritual growth or improvement, 


there are alſo ſupphes of grace continually afforded 
the ſaints from their head, Chriſt Jeſus. He 1s 


the head of all the ſaints. And he is a living head., 


and ſo a living head, as that he tells us, that“ be- 
cauſe he liveth, we ſhall live alſo,” John. xiv. 19. 
He communicates of ſpiritual life to all that are lis. 
In him is the fountain of our life, which is therefore 


ſaid to be hid with him in God,” Col. iii. g. And this 
life he gives unto his ſaints, by quiekening of them by 


his ſpirit, Rom. ix. 11. And he continues it unto 
them, by the ſupplies of living grace, Which ke com- 
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municates unto them. From, theſe two, his quicken- 


ing of us, and continually giving out ſupplies of life 


unto us, he is ſaid to live in us, I live, yet not. I, but 
Chriſt ſivech in me,“ Gal. ii, 20. The, ſpiritual life 
which I have is not mine own, not from myſelf was 
it educed, not by myſelf, is it. eee but it 18 
merely and ſolely the work ot Chriſt; ſo that it is 
not I, that live, but, he lives in me, the whole of my 
life being from him alone, Neither doth this living 
head communicate only a bare lite unto believers, that 
they ſhould merely live, and no more; a poor, weak, 
dying life, as it were, but he gives out ſufficiently to 
afford them a ſtrong, vigorous, thriving, flouriſhing 
life. He comes, not only that his ſheep may have 
life, but that * they may have it more abundantly,” 
John. x. 10. that is, in a plentitul manner, ſo as that 
they may flouriſh, be fat and fruitful. Thus it is with 
the whole body of Chriſt, and every member thereof, 


+ whereby it grows up into him in all things, which 
is the head even Chriſt; from whom the whole body 


fitly joined together, and compatted, by that which 
every joint ſupplieth, according to the effettual work- 


ing in the meaſure of every part, maketh increaſe of 


the body, unto the ediftying of itſelf in love, Epheſ. iv. 
15, 16. The end of all communications of grace, and 
ſupplies. of life from this living head, is the increaſe _ 
ol the whole body, and every member of it, and tlie 


edifying of 1tfelt in love. His treaſures of grace are 
unſearchable, his ſtores 1nex{tauſtible. His lite, 


the fountain of ours, full and eternal; his heart boun- 
teous and large, his hand open and liberal; ſo that 
there is no doubt but that he communicates ſupplies 
of grace, for their increale in holineſs, abundantly un- 


to all his ſaints, Whence, then, is it that they do not 
all flonriſh and thrive exceedingly ? As you may lee it 
oftentimes in a natural body, ſo it is here. Though 


the ſeat and rife of the blood and ſpirits in the head and 


heart be exceedingly good and found, yet there may 
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be a withering member in the body; ſomewhat inter. 
cepts the influences of life unto it. So that though the 
heart and head do perform their oſſice, in giving of 
ſupplies no leſs to that, than they do to any other 
member; yet all the effect produced, is merely to 
keep it from utterly periſhing; it grows weak and de. 
cays every day. The withering and decaying of any 
member in Chriſt's myſtical body, is not for want of 
his communication of grace for an abundant life, but 
from the powerlul interception that is made of the 


elſicacy of it, by the interpoſition and oppoſition of 


indwelling ſin. Hence it is that where luſt grows 
ſtrong, a great deal of grace will but keep the ſoul 
alive, and not give it any eminency in fruitfulneſs at 
all, Oftentimes Chriſt gives very much grace, where 
not many of its effects do appear, It ſpends its 
{lrength, and power, in withſtanding the continual al. 
faults of violent corruptions and luſts, ſo that it cannot 
put forth its proper virtue towards farther fruittulneſs, 
As a virtuous medicine that ie fit to check vicious and 
noxious humours, and to comfort, refreſh, and itrength. 
en nature; if the evil humour be ſtrong and greatly 
»reveiling, ſpends its whole ſtrength and virtue in the 
eee correcting of it, contributing much lels 
to the relief of nature than otherwiſe it would do, 1 it 
met not with ſuch oppolitions: ſo it is with the eye- 
ſalve, and the healing grace, which we have abundantly 
trom the wings of the Sun of Righteouſneſs. It is 
furced, oftentimes, to put forth its virtue to oppole 
and contend againſt, and in any meaſure ſubdue pre- 
vatling Ilufls and corruptions: that the foul receiv- 
ch not that ſtrengthening unto duties and fruittulnels 
which otherwiſe it might receive by it, is from hence. 
How ſound, healthy, and flouriſhing, how, fruittul 
and exemplary in holineſs, might many a ſoul be, by 
and with that grace, which is continually communi- 
cated to it from Chriſt, which now, by reaſon-ot 


the power of indwelling ſin, is not only dead, but 
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weak, withering and uſeleſs. And this, if any thing, 
is a notable evidence of the efficacy of dwelling 
in, that it is able to give ſuch a ſtop, and check 
to the mighty and effettual powers of grace, ſo that 
notwithſtanding the bleſſed and continual: ſupplies 
that we receive from our head, yet many behev- 
ers do decline and decay, and that habitually, as 
o what they had attained : unto; their laſt ways 
not anſwering their firſt, This makes the vineyard 
in the very fruitful hill to bring forth ſo many wild 
grapes. This makes fo many trees barren in fertile 
helds. et hy F 

Fourthly, Beſides the continual ſupplies of grace 
that conſtantly, according to the tenor of the cove- 
nant, are communicated unto believers, which keep 
them that they thirſt no more, as to a total indi- 
cence : there is, moreover, a readineſs in the Lord 
Chriſt, to yield peculiar ſuccour to the ſouls of his, 
according as their occaſions ſhall require. The apoſ- 
tle tells us, that he is © a merciful high-prieſt, and 
able, (that is, ready prepared and willing) to ſuccour 
them that are tempted,” Heb. ii. 18. And we are, on 
that account, inviied to © come with boldneſs to the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and. 
ind grace to help in time of need;” that is, grace 
ſufficient, ſeaſonable, ſuitable unto any ſpecial trial 
or temptation that we may be exerciſed withal. Our 
merciful high-prieſt is ready to give out this eſpecial 
lealonable grace, over and above thoſe conſtant com- 
munications of ſupplies of the Spirit, which we 
mentioned before. Beſides the never-failing ſprings 
of ordinary covenant-grace, he hath alſo peculiar re- 
freſhing ſhowers, for times of drought, And this 1s 
exceedingly to the advantage of the ſaints, for their 
preſervation and growth in grace; and there may 
very many more of the like nature be added. But 
now I ſay, notwithſtanding all theſe, and the reſidue 
of the like importance, _ is the power. and cfica- 
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cy of indiyelling ſin, ſo great its deceitfulneſs and 
reſtleſsneſs, fo many its wiles and temptations, it of. 
ten falls out that many of them, for who'e. growth 
and improvement all this proviſion is made, do. yet 


as was ſhewed; go back and decline, even as to their 


courſe of walking with God. Samſon's itrength 
fully evidenced itſelf, when he brake ſeven ney 
withs, and ſeven new cords, wherewith he waz 


bound, as burning tow, and as thread. The noxi. 


ous humour in the body, which is ſo ſtubborn, a 


_ that no uſe of the moſt ſovereign remedies can pre. 

vail againſt it, ought to be regarded, Such is this 
Indwelling-lin, if not watched over: it breaks all 
the cords made to bind it; it blunts the inſtruments 
_appointed-to root it up; it reſiſts all healing medi- 


cines, though never ſo ſovereign; and is, therefore, 


aſſuredly, of exceeding efficacy. Beſides, believen 


have innumerable obligations upon them, from the 
love, the command of God, to grow in grace,” 
to preſs forward towards perfection, as they have 
abundant means provided for them ſo to do, Their 
doing ſo, is a matter of the greateſt advantage, pro- 


fit, ſweetneſs, contentment unto them, in the world; 
it is the burden, the trouble of their ſouls, that they 


do not ſo do; that they are not more holy, more 
zealous, uſeful, fruitful; they defire it above life i- 
ſelf; they know it is their duty to watch againſt this 
enemy, to fight againſt it, to pray againſt it, and ſo 
they do. They more deſire its deſtruction, than the 
enjoyment of all this world, and all that it can al- 
ford. And yet, notwithſtanding all this, ſuch is the 
ſubtilty, and fraud, and violence, and fury, and ur- 
gency, and importunity, of .this adverſary, that it 
frequently prevails to bring them into the woful con- 
dition mentioned. Hence it is with believers ſome- 
times, as it is with men in ſome places at ſea: They, 


bave a good and fair gale of wind, it may be, all 


_ night long; they ply their tackling, attend diligently | 
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their buſineſs, and, it may be, take great delight 
to conſider how they proceed in their voyage: in the 
morning, or after a feaſon, coming to meaſure! what 
wy they have made; and what progrefs they have 
had, 


they find that they are much backward of what 
they were, inſtead of getting one ſtep forward; fall- 


ing into a ſwift tide, or current, againſt them, it hath 


fraſtrated all their labours, and rendered the wind in 


their ſails almoſt uſeleſs; ſomewhat, thereby, they 


have borne up againſt the ſtream, but have made no 
progreſs. So it is with believers: they have a good 


gale of ſupplies from the Spirit above, they attend 
duties diligently, pray conſtantly, hear attentively, 
and omit nothing that may carry them on in their 
voyage towards eternity; but after a while, coming 
ſeriouſly to conſider, by the examination of their 
hearts and ways, what progrels they have made, they 
find that all their aſſiſtance and duties have not been 
able to bear them up againſt ſome ſtrong tide or cur- 
rent of indwelling ſin. It hath kept them, indeed, 
that they have not been driven, and ſplit on rocks 
and ſhelves: it hath preſerved them from groſs, ſcan- 
dalous ſins, but yet they have loſt in their ſpiritual 
frame, or gone backwards, and are ontingle# under 
many woful decays; which is a notable evidence of 
the life of fin, about which we are treating. Now, 
becauſe'the end of our diſcovering this power of fin 


is, that we may be careful to obviate and prevent it, 


in its operation; and becauſe, of all the effects it pro- 


duceth, there is none more dangerous, or pernicious, 


than tliat we have laſt inſiſted on, namely, that it 
prevails upon' many profeſſors, unto an habitual de- 
clenſion from their former ways and attainments, not- 


- withſtanding all the ſweetneſs and excellency which 


their ſouls ave found in them; I ſhall, as was ſaid, 
in the next place conſider, by what ways and means, 
and through what” aſſiſtance, it uſually prevails, in 


this kind, that we may the better be inſtrueted io wa. ii 
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"CHAP, XV, | 


Decays in Degrees of Grace cauſed by In- 
dwelling-ſin. The Waysof it een 
to this Purpoſe. 


| PHE ways and means whereby Indwelling. fin 
prevaileth on believers unto habitual declen- 

ſions 2p decays, as to degrees of grace and holineſs, 

is that which now comes under conſideration, and 

are man | 

5 Upon the firſt cooverſion and calling of ſin. 

ners unto GoD and CHRIST, they have uſually many 


treih {prings breaking forth in their ſouls, and re- 


| freſhing towers coming upon them, which bear them 
up to an high rate of faith, love, holineſs, fruitfulneſs 
and obedience. As upon a land- flood, when many 
leſler ſtreams run into a river, it ſwells over its 
bounds, and rolls on with a more than ordinary ful- 
neſs. Now if theſe ſprings be not kept open, if they 
prevail not for the continuance of theſe ſhowers, they 
muſt needs decay and go backwards. W ſhall name 
one or two of them. 

Firſt, They have a freſh, vigorous ſetifh of par- 
doning mercy. According as this is in the ſoul, fo 


will its love and delight in God, ſo will its obedience 


be. As, I ſay, is the ſenſe of goſpel- pardon, ſo will 


be the life of goſpel-love. I ſay unto thee,” ſaith 
our Saviour, of the poor woman, “ her ſins, which 
were many, are forgiven, for ſhe loved much; but to 
whom little is forgiven, the ſame loveth little, Luke vil. 
47. Her great love was an evidence of great forgive. 
nels, and her great ſenſe ot1 it. For our Saviour is not 
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rendering a reaſon of her forgiveneſs, as though it 

were for her love; but of her love, that it was be- 

cauſe of her forgiveneſs. Having, in the foregoing 

parable, from ver. 38 and onward, convinced the 

Phariſees, with whom he had to. do, that he to whom 

moſt was forgiven would love moſt, as ver. 43, he 

thence gives an account of the great Jove of the wo- 

man, ſpringing from the ſenſe ſhe had of the great 

forgiveneſs which ſhe had ſo freely received. Thus. 

ſinners, at their firſt converſion, are very ſenſible of 

great forgiveneſs: © Of whom Iam chief, Les next 

n tbeir heart. This greatly ſubdues their hearts and 

| W ſpirits unto God in all, and quickens them unto all 

8 obedience; even that ſuch poor curſed ſinners as they _ 

d vere, ſhould fo freely be delivered and $227 az 

The love of God and of Chriſt, in their forgiveneſs, 

highly conquers and conſtrains them to make it their 

bulineſs to live unto God. 1 
Secondly, The freſh talte they have had of ſpiri- 

tual things, keeps up ſuch a ſavour and reliſh of them 

in their ls as that worldly contentments, whereby 

men are drawn off from cloſe walking with God, 

are rendered ſapleſs and undelirable unto them. Hav- 

ing taſted of the wine of the goſpel], they deſire no 

other, for they ſay, This is beſt. So was it with the 

yy MW apoſtles, upon that option offered them, as to a de- 

je I parture from Chriſt, upon the apoſtaſy of many falſe 

profeflors: * Will ye go away alſo?” They anſwer, 

r. by Peter, © Lord, to whom ſhall we go? thou haſt 

ſo che words of eternal life?“ John vi. 67, 68. They 

ce had ſuch a freſh ſavour and reliſh of the dottrine of the 

ill! goſpel, and the grace of Chriſt upon their ſouls, that 

th they could entertain no thoughts of declining from it. 

-h As a man that hath, been long kept in a dungeon, if 

%o brought forth on a ſudden into the light of the ſun, 

ji, finds ſo much pleaſure and contentment in it, in the 

e. beauties of the old creation, that he thinks he can 

ot never be weary of it, nor ſhall ever be contented, on 


| 
| 
| 


ed in manyof the martyrs of old. 


- 
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any account, to be under darkneſs again. So it i; 


with ſouls, when firft tranſlated into the marvellous 


light of Chirſt, to behold the beauties of the ne crea: 
tion. They ſee a new glory in him, that hath quite 
ſullied the deſireableneſs of all earthly diverſions, 
And they ſee a new guilt and filth in fin, that gives 
them an utter abhorrency of its old delights and plea. 


ſures; and ſo of other things. 


Now, whilſt theſe and the like ſprings are kept 
open in the ſouls of converted ſinners, they conſtrain 


them to a vigorous active holineſs. They can never 
do enough for God; fo that, oftentimes, their zeal, 


as ſamts, ſuffers them not to eſcape withont ſome 
blots on their prudence, as men: as might be inſtanc. 


This, then, is the firſt, at leaſt one way, where. 


by Indwelling-fin prepares men for decays and de: 
'© 
ſtop, or taint theſe ſprings. And there are ſeveral 


enſions in grace and obedience: it endeavours to 


ways whereby it bringeth this to paſs. _ 

Firll It works by floth and negligence. It pre- 
vails in the ſoul, to a neglect of ſtirring up continu- 
al thoughts of, or about, the things that ſo powerful. 
ly influence it unto ſtrict and fruitful obedience, It 


care be not taken, if diligence and watchfulneſs be 


not uſed, and all means obſerved, which are appoint. 
ed of God, to keep a quick and living ſenſe of them 
upon the ſoul, they will dry up and decay, and, con. 
ſequently, that obedience that ſhould ſprin 


| from 
them. will do ſo alſo. Iſaac digged Venn, Pur the 
Puhiliſtines ſtopped them, and his i 
fit by them. Let the heart never ſo little diſuſe it. 


ocks had no bene- 


ſelf to gracious, ſoul-affetting thoughts of the love 
of God, the croſs of Chrift, the greatneſs and ex. 
cellency of goſpel- mercy, the beauties of holineſs; 
they will quickly be as much eſtranged to a man, as 
he can be to them. He that ſhuts his eyes, for a 
ſeaſon, in the ſun, when he opens them again, can 


U 
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ſee nothing at all. And, ſo; much as a man loſeth 
of faith towards theſe things, To much will they loſe 
of power towards him. They can do, little or no- 
thing upon him, becauſe of his unbelief, which for- 
merly were ſo. exceedingly effettual towards him. 
So it was with the ſpouſe in the Canticles, chap. v. 
2, Chriſt calls unto her, ver. 1. with a marvellous 
loving and gracious invitation, unto communion with 
himſelf. She, who had formerly been raviſhed at the 
firſt hearing of that joyful ;ſound, being now un- 
der the power of {loth and carnal eaſe, returns a ſor. 
ry excuſing anſwer to his call, which ended in her 
own ſignal loſs and ſorrow, Indwelling-ſin, I ſay, 
prevailing by ſpiritual ſloth upon the ſouls of men, 
unto an inadvertency of the motions of God's Spi- 
rit, in their former apprehenſions of divine love, 
ind a negligence of ftirring up continual thoughts 
of faith about it, a decay grows inſenſibly upon the 
whole ſoul. Thus God often complains, that his 
people had forgotten him, that is, grown unmindful 
of his love and grace, which was the beginning of 
their apoſtaſy. % ᷑ oe oy Fn: 
Secondly, By unframing the ſoul, ſo that it ſhall 
have formal, weary, powerleſs thoughts of thoſe 
things which ſhould prevail with 1t unto diligence, 
in thankful obedience. The apoſtle cautions us, that 
in dealing with God, we ſhould uſe © reverence and 
godly; fear, Heb. x1. 28, 29. becauſe of his purity, 
holineſs, and majeſty. And this 1s that which the 
Lord himſelf ſpake, in the deſtruction of Nadab and 
Abihu. I will be ſanctified in them that come to 
me, Lev. x. g. He will be dealt withal in an awful, 
holy, reverent manner, Soare we to deal with all the 
things of God, wherein, or whereby, we have com- 
munion with him. The ſoul is to have a great rever- 
ence of God in them. When men begin to take 
them into ſlight and common thoughts, not uſing and 
improving 1 5 unto the utmoſt, for the ends where-. 
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unto they are appointed, they loſe all their beauty, 
and glory, and power towards them, When we have 
any thing to do, wherein faith, or love towards God 
is to be, exerciſed, we muſt do it with all our hearts, 
with all our minds, ſtrength and ſouls, not ſliglitly and 
perfunctorily, which God abhors; he doth not only 
require that we bear his love and grace in remem- 
brance, but that, as minch as in us heth, we do it ac- 
_ cording to the worth and excellency of them. It was 
the ſin of Hezekiah, that he © rendered not again 
according to the benefits done to him, 2 Chron, 
xxxii. 25. So, whilſt we conſidergoſpel-truths, thent. 
termoſt endeavour of the ſoul ought to be, that we inay 
be changed into the ſame image, or likeneſs, 2 Cor. 
111, 18. that 1s, that they may have their full power 
and effect upon us. Otherwiſe James tells us what 
our “ beholding the glory of the Lord in a glaſs,” 
there mentioned by the apoſtle, is, that is, reading or 
hearing the mind of God in Chriſt, revealed in the 
goſpel, comes unto : © It is but like unto a man be- 
holding his natural face in a glaſs, for he beholdeth 
timfelt and goeth away, and flraightway forgetteth 


what manner of man he was,” James, 1. 23, 24. It 


makes no manner of 1mpreſhon upon him, begets no 
idea nor image of his likeneſs in his imagination, be- 
cauſe he doth it only flightly, and with a tranſient 
look. So it is with men that will indeed think of 
goſpel truths, but in a {hght manner, without endea- 
vouring, with all their hearts, minds, and ſtrength, to 
have them engrafted upon their - ſouls, and all the ef- 
fects of them produced in them. Now this is the way 
of ſinners, in their firſt engagements unto God, 
They never think of pardoning mercy, but they labour 
to aflect their whole fouls with it, and do flir up them- 
ſelves unto ſuitable affections, and returns of conitant 
obedience. They think not of the excellency ol 
Chriſt, and ſpiritual things, now newly diſcovered 
_ unto them in a ſaving light, but they preſs, with all 
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their might, alter. a farther. and fuller enjoyment of 
hem. This keeps them humble, and holy, this 
makes them thankful, and fruitful. But now, if the 
utmoſt diligence and carefulneſs be not uſed, to im- 
prove and grow in this wiſdom, to keep up this fame, 
indwelling ſin, working by the vanity of the minds of 
men, will, inſenſibly, bring them to content, them 
ſelves with flight and rare thoughts of theſe things, 
without a diligent, ſedulous endeavour to give tliem 
their due improvement upon the ſoul, As men de- 
cay herein, ſo they will aſſuredly decay, and decline, 
in the power of holineſs, and cloſe walking with God. 
The ſprings being ſtop, or tainted, the ſtreams will 
not run ſo ſwittly, at Ieaſt not ſo ſweetly, as formerly. 
Some, by this means, under an uninterrupted profeſ- 
lon, inſenſibly wither almoſt into nothing. They 
talk of religion, and ſpiritual things, as e. as ever 
they did in their lives, and perform duties with as 
much conſtancy, as ever they did, but yet have poor, 
lean, ſtarving ſouls, as to any real and effectual com- 
munion with God. By the power and ſubtilty of 
Indwelling ſin, they have grown formal, and learned 
to deal about ſpiritual things 1n an overly, manner, 
whereby they have loſt all their life, vigour, ſavour, 
and efficacy towards them, Be always ſerious in. 
ſpiritual things, if ever you'ihtend to be bettered by 
bans nine 5 b! ea | 
Thirdly, Indwelling-ſin oftentimes prevails to the 
topping. of theſe ſprings of goſpel-obedience, by falſe 
and fooliſh opinions, corrupting the ſimplicity of the 
goſpel. Falſe opinions are the works of the fleſh. 
From the vanity. and. darkneſs of the minds of men, 
with a mixture, more or leſs, of corrupt affections, 
do they moſtly, proceed. The apoſtle was jealous 
oyer his Corinthians in this matter: he was afraid, 
leſt their minds ſhould by any means be corrupted 
from the ſimplicity that is in Chriſt,” 2 Cor. xi. 2, 9. 
which, he knew, would be attended by a decay and de- 
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clenfion in faith, love, and obedience. And thus ma. 
ters, in this caſe, often fall out, We have ſe 


Tome, ho, aiter they have received. a, {weet taſte al 
the love of God in Chriſt, of the excellency, oi Ml thei 
pardoning mercy, and have walked. humbly wit rin 
God, for many years, in the faith and apprehenſion unte 
of the truth, have, by the corruptions of their mind not 
from the fimplicity that is in Chriſt, by falſe ad if v 
_  toohſh opinions, deſpiſed all their own experience, MW and 
and rejected all the efficacy of truth, as to the further. of 


ance of their obedience. Hence John cautions the 
Elect Lady and her children, to take heed they wer the 
not ſeduced, “ left they ſhould loſe the things that they I end 
had wrought,” 2 John 8; leſt they thould themſelves as a 
caſt away all their obedience as loſt, and a thing tiſe 
of no value. We have innumerable inſtances hereof i An 
in the days wherein we live. How many are there MW hea 
Who, not many years ſince, put an unſpeakable va. W and 
lue on the pardon of ſin in the blood of Chriſt, who of 
delighted in goſpel-diſcoveries of ſpiritual things, and MW unc 
walked in obedience unto God en the account of MW unt 
them; who, being beguiled, and turned aſide from o ; 
the truth as it is in Jeſus, do deſpiſe theſe ſprings of g 
their own former obedience, And as this is done prolly off 
and openly in ſome, ſo there are more ſecret and W 
more plauſible inſinuations of corrupt opinions, taint N of 
ing the ſprings and fountains of goſpel- obedience, and ſpo 
through the vanity of men's minds, which. 1s a princi- mi. 
pal part of Indwelling-ſin, getting ground upon fru 
them. Such are all thoſe that tend to the extenua- WW ſou 
tion of ſpecial grace, in its freedom and efficacy, aud he 
the advancement of the wills, or the endeavours ot Bu 
men, in their ſpiritual power and ability: they ate Lu 
all works of the fleth, and, howloever ſome may the 
pretend an uſefulneſs in them to the promotion of ho- all 
linels, they will be found to taint the {prings of true WM be 
evangelical obedience, inſenſibly to turn the heat he 
from God, and to bring the whole ſoul into a ſpur I 4er 
*ua} decay. Ee, 
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nm M And this is one way, whereby Indwelling-ſin 
cn produceth this pernicious effect, of drawing men off 


vel from the power, purity,” and fruitfulneſs wavy 

of MW their firſt converſation, and engagements unto God, 
h bringing them into habitual''declenfron, at Teaſt as 
ion 


unto degrees of their holineſs and grace. There is 
nd not any thing we ought to be more watchful againſt, 
and if we intend effectually to deal with this powerful 
ces, MW and ſubtile enemy. It is no ſmall part of the wiſdom 
cr. of faith, to obſerve whatever goſpel-truths centi- 
the MW nue to have the ſame ſavour unto, and efficacy upon, 
ere the ſoul, as formerly they have had; and whether an 
hey MW endeavour be maintained to improve them continually 
ves as at the firſt. A commandment that is always prac- 
ing WW tiſed, is always new, as John ſpeaks of that of love. 
cot WM And he that really improves goſpel-truths, though he 
ere MW hears them a thouſand times, they will be always new 
va. and freſh unto him, becauſe they put on newnels 
vio of practice. When to another that grows common 
and der them, they are burthenſome and common 
_ of MW unto him; and he even loathes the manna that he is 
om ſo aceuſtomed unto; nk 

0 Secondly, Indwelling-fin doth this, by taking men 
olly WF off from their watch againſt the returns of Satan. 
and When the Lord Chriſt comes firſt to take poſſeſſion 
im. MW of any ſoul for himſelf, he binds that ſtrong man and 
and I ſpoils his goods; he deprives him of all his power, do- 
ae WF mimon and intereſt. - Satan being thus diſpoſſeſt and 
pon fruſtrated in his hopes and expectations, leaves the 
s. ſoul, as finding it newly mortified to his baits. So 
and he left our Saviour upon his firſt fruitleſs attempts. 
sol But it is (ſaid, “ He left him only for a ſeaſon,” 
arc W Luke iv. 19. He intended to return again, as he 
na) ſhould ſee his advantage. So. it is with Believers 
no- allo. Being caſt out from his intereſt in them, 
rue he leaves them for a' ſeaſon, at leaſt comparatively 
-ait WF he doth ſo. Freed from his aſſaults and perplexing 
ur emptations, they proceed vigorouſly in the courſe ot 
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their obedience, and ſo flotriſh in the ways of Cod. 
But this holds not; Satan returns again, and if the ſoul 
ſtands, not continually upon his guard againſt him, 
he will quickly get ſuch advantages, as {hall put; 
notable interruption upon his fruitfulneſs and obedi. 
ence. Hence ſome, after they have ſpent ſome time, 
it may be ſome years, in chearful exemplary walking 
with God, have, upon Satan's return, conſumed al 
their latter days in wreſtling with perplexing tempta. 
tions, wherewith he hath entangled them. Other 
have plainly fallen under the power of his aſſaults, 
It is like a man, who having for a while lived uſefulh 
amongſt his neighbours, done good, and communy. 
cated according to his ability, diſtributing to the poor, 
and helping all round about him, at length falling into 
the hands of vexatious, wrangling, oppreſſive men, he 
is forced to ſpend his whole time and revenue in de. 
fending himſelf againſt them at law, and ſo becomes 
uſeleſs in the place where he lives. So it is with many 
a believer; after he hath walked in a fruitful courle 
ol obedience to the glory of God, and edification of 
the Church of Chriſt, being afreſh ſet upon by the re. 
turn of Satan in one way or other, he hath enough to 
do all the remainder of his life to keep himſelf 0 5 
in the mean time, as to many graces, wofully decay. 
ing and going backward. Now this alſo, though Sa- 
tan hath an hand in it, is from Indwelling-ſin: 1 
mean, the ſucceſs is ſo which Satan doth obtain in his 
undertakigg. This encourageth him, maketh way for 
his return, and gives entrance to His temptations. You 
know how it is with them, out of whom he is caſt only 
by goſpel conviction; after he hath wandered and 
_ waited awhile, he ſaith, He will return to his houle 
from whence he was ejefted. And what is the 1f[ue; 
Carnal luſts have prevailed over the man's convictions, 
and made his ſoul fit to entertain, returning devils. 
It is ſo as to the meaſure of prevalency, that Satan 
oÞtains againſt believers, upon advantages adminiſtered 
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ulneſs to his temptations. e 
Now the way and means whereby Indwelling-fin 
bth give advantage to Satan kor his return, are all 
hoſe which diſpoſe them towards a declenfion which 
hall afterwards be mentioned. Satan is a diligent, 
watchful, and crafty adverſary, he will negle& no op- 
hortunity, no advantage that is offered unto him. 
Wherein then ſoever our ſpiritual ſtrength is impaired 
by fin, or which way ſoever our luſts preſs, Satan 
als in with that weakneſs, and preſſeth towards that 
win, So that all the attings of the law of fin are ſub- 
ervient to this end of Satan. I ſhall therefore only 
u preſent mention one or two, that ſeem principally 
p invite Satan to attempt a retuiuin n. 
Firſt, It entangleth the ſoul in the things of the 
world, all which are ſo many purveyors for Satan. 
When Pharoah had let the people go, he heard after 
; while that they were entangled in the wilderneſs, 
nd ſuppoſeth that he ſhall therefore now. overtake 
hem and deſtroy them. This ſtirs him up to purſue 
iter them. Satan finding thoſe whom he hath been 
aſt out from, entangled in the things of the world, 
by which he 1s ſure to find an eaſy acceſs unto them; 
b encouraged to attempt upon them afreſh; as the 
ſider to come down upon the ſtrongeſt fly that is 
entangled in his web. For he comes, by his temp- 
ations, only to 1mpel them unto that, whereunto, by 
heir own luſts, they are inclined, by adding poiſon 
o their luſts, and painting to the objetts of them. 
And oftentimes by this advantage he gets fo in upon 
the ſouls of men, that they are never well free of 
lim more whilſt they live. And as men's diverſions 
increaſe from the world, ſo do their entanglements 
from Satan. yon on have more to do in the 
world than they can well manage, they ſhall have 
more to do from Satan than they can well with. 
land. When men are made ſpiritually faint, by deal- 


nto him, by ſins diſpoſing the ſoul unto an obnoxi- 


+- 
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ing in and with, the world, Satan ſets on them u 
Amaleck did on the faint and weak of the people tha 
came, out of Egypt. | | 


Secondly, It produceth this effect by making the 
ſoul negligent, and taking it off from its watch. We 
have before ſhewed at large, that it is one main pan 

of the effectual Jeceitfulneſs of Indwelling:ſin, 0 
make the ſoul inadvertent, to turn it off from the dil. 

gent watchful attendance unto its duty, which is re. 
quired. . Now there is not an thing in reference 
whereunto diligence and watchfulneſs is more ftrialy 
enjoined, than the returning aſſaults of Satan, Ie 
ſober, be vigilant ;'' and why ſo? ** becauſe of your al. 
verſary the devil,” 1 Pet. v. 8. Unleſs you areex. 
ceeding watchful, at one time or other, he will ſur. 
priſe you. And all the injunctions of our bleſſed 
Saviour, to watch, are ſtill with reference unto him 
and his temptations, Now when the ſoul 1s made 
careleſs and inadvertent, forgetting what an enemy 
it hath to deal withal, or is lifted up with the ſuc 
ceſſes it hath newly obtained againſt him, then i 

| Satan's time to attempt a re-entrance of his old habi. 
tation; which if he cannot obtain, yet he make 
their lives uncomfortable to themſelves, and untruit- 
ful to others, in weakening their root, and wither 
ing their fruit, through his poiſoning temptations, 
He comes down upon our duties of obedience, as 
the fowls upon Abraham's ſacrifice, that it we watch 
not, as he did, to drive them away, (for by re 
ſiſtance he is overcome and put to flight) he will de 
vour them. Gl 

Thirdly, Indwelling-ſin takes advantage to put 
forth its efficacy and deceit, to with- draw men from 
their primitive zeal and holineſs, from :their- ful 
faith, love, and works, by the evil examples of pro. 
feſſors amongſt whom they live. When men fil 
engage into the ways of God, they have a revercitWol i 
eſteem of thoſe whom they believe to have bcenFnen 
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ade partakers of that mercy before themſelves ; 
heſe they love and honour, as it is their duty. But 
ter awhile, they find many of them walking in 


the pany things unevenly, crookedly, and/notunlikethe 
WelWren of the world. Here ſin is net wanting to its 


vantage. Inſenſibly it prevails with men to a com- 
lance with them. This way, this courfe of walk. 
ng, doth well enough with others, why may it not 
re. % ſo with ns alſo? Such is the inward thought on 
nceWnany, that works effettually in them. And fo, 
alyWhrough the craft of fin, the generation of profeſſors 
be orrupt one another. As a ſtream ariſing from a 
ad. Near ſpring or fountain, whilſt it runs in its on pe- 4 
ex-Miiliar channel, and keeps its waters unmixed, preſerves 
ſur. Wis purity and cleanneſs; but when it falls, in its 
fled courſe, with other ſtreams, which are turbid and foul, 
lunWhough running the ſame way with it, it becomes 
nad nuddy and diſcoloured alſo: ſo it is in this caſe. 
emyMWBelievers come forth from the ſpring. of the new 
ſuc-Mhbirth with ſome purity and. cleanneſs; this, for a 
n 1Mvhile, they keep in the courſe of their private walk 
gabi. Ming with God: but now, when they come fometimes 
to fall into ſociety with others, whoſe profeſſion flows 
and runs the ſame way with theirs, even towards 
heaven, but yet are muddied and ſulhed with fin and 
on, Ie world, they are often corrupted with them, and 


e, Aby them, and ſo decline from their firſt purity, faith, 
atchuMand holineſs. Now, leſt this may have been the caſe 


of any who ſhall read this diſcourſe, I ſhall add ſome 
{ew cautions, that are neceſſary to preſerve men from 
this infection. | | 7 

pu Firſt, In the body of profeſſors there is a great 
from number of hypocrites. Though we cannot ſay of 
Hirlthis' or that man, that he'is ſo, yet that ſome there 
pro. are is moſt certain. Our SAvIOUR hath told us that 
fir will be ſo to the end of the world. All that have 
erentWoil in their lamps, have it not in their veſſels, Let 
been men take heed how they give themſelves up unto a 


[ 
| 


conformity to the profeſſors they meet withal, leſ 


are the worſt, and when they think they are like 
unto them who bear the image of Gop, they con. 


_ Secondly, You know not what may be the preſent 
temptations of thoſe whoſe ways you obſerve, U 


them ſome refreſhing ſhowers from above. It may 
be they are entangled with ſome ſpecial corruption, 
which is their burden, that you know not of; and 
for any voluntarily to fall into ſuch a frame, as others 
are caſt into by the power of their temptations, or to vt! 
think that will ſuffice in them, which they ſee to ſut. {Wile 


that hath weakened him, and brought him into - 
that condition? 1 he would do ſo. TakeWJ* 
t 
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inſtead of faints, and the beſt of men, they ſome. 
times propoſe for their example hypocrites, which 


form themſelves unto thoſe, who bear the image of 
Satan- why | 85 


may be they are under ſome peculiar deſertion from 
GoD, and ſo are withering for a ſeaſon, until he ſend 


fice in others whoſe diſtempers they know not, is thus 
folly and preſumption. He that knows ſuch or ſuch will 
a perſon to be a living man, and of an healthy conſti- N 
tution, if he ſee him go crawling up and down about gn 
his affairs, feeble and weak, ſometimes falling, ſome- duit 


times ſtanding, and making ſmall progreſs in any 
thing, will he think it ſufficient for himſelf to do obe © 


alſo ? will he not inquire whether the perſon he ſees, ſm: 
have not lately fallen into ſome diſtemper or ſickneſ i dan, 


heel, chriſtians, many of the profeſſors with whom nig 
e do converſe are ſick and wounded ; the wounds bath 
of ſome of them do ſtink, and are corrupt becauſe ol pee 


their folly, If you have any ſpiritual health, do notige 
think their weak and uneven walking will be accepted nels 


at your hands; much leſs think it will be well for you con 
to become ſick and to be wounded alſo. | Wi 
Thirdly, Remember that of many of the beſt chril- It e 
tians, the worſt only is known and ſeen. Many who een 
keep up precious communion with GoD, do yet of. vill 
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tentimes by natural tempers of freedom or paſſion, 
not carry ſo . appearances as others, who 
perhaps come 

gzodlineſs. | 
uon it may ſeem they are ſcarcely faved, when in reſ- 
pect of their faith and love, they may be eminent. 
They may, as the king's daughter, be all glorious 


within, though their cloaths be not always wrought 
gold. Take heed then that you be not infected with 
their worſt, when ye are not able it may be to imitate 


them in their beſt ; but to return. | | 
Fourthly, Sin doth this work by cheriſhing ſome 
ſecret particular luſt in the heart. This the ſoul con- 


tends againſt faintly. It contends againſt it upon the 


xccount of ſincerity, it cannot but do ſo; but it doth 


not make thorough-work, vigorouſly to mortify it by 


the ſtrength and power of grace. Now where it 1s 
thus with a ſoul, an habitual declenſion as to holineſs 


will aſſuredly enſue. David ſhews us how in his firſt 
lays he kept his heart cloſe unto Gop, I was up- 
right before him, and I kept myſelf from mine ini- 


quity,” Pſalm. xviii. 23. His great care was left 


ay ſhould prevail in him, or upon him, that might . 
be called his iniquity in a peculiar manner. The 


fame courſe ſteer d Paul alſo, 1 Cor. ix. 27; he was in 
langer to be lifted up by his ſpiritual revelations and 
. makes him keep his body in ſub- 
* 

night take n in him. But where Indwelling-ſin 
hath provoked, irritated, and given ſtrength unto a 
ſpecial luſt, it proves aſſuredly a principal means of 
agenerat declenſion. For as an infirmity and weak- 
nels in any one vital part, will make the whole body 
conſumptive, fo will the weakneſs in any one grace, 
which a perplexing luſt brings with it, make the ſoul. 
lt every way weakens ſpiritual ſtrength, It weakens 


confidence in God in faith and prayer. The knees 
vill be feeble, and the hands will hang down, in deal- 


. 


ort of them in grace and the power of 
In reſpect of their outward converſa- 


ion, that no carnal reaſonings or vain imagination 
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ing with GoD, where a galling and unmortified lug 
lies in the heart. It will take ſuch hold upon the ſoul, 
that it ſhall not be able to look up, Pſalm. xl, 12. 
It darkens the mind by innumerable fooliſh imagina. 
tions, which it ſtirs up to make proviſion for iiſel. 
It galls the conſcience with thoſe ſpots and ſtains, 
which in and by its actings it brings upon the foul, 
It contends in 1 will for rule and dominion: an ac. 
_ tive Kirring corruption would have the commanding 
power in the ſoul, and it is ever and anon ready tg 
take the throne. It diſturbs the thoughts, and ſome. 
times will even frighten the ſoul from dealing with it 
by meditation, leſt corrupt affections being entangled 
by it, grace loſes ground inſtead. of prevailing. It 
breaks out oftentimes into ſcandalous ſins, as it did in 
David and Hezekiah, and loads the inner with ſorrow 
and diſcouragement. By theſe and the like means i 
becomes to the ſoul like a moth in a garment, to tat 
up and deyour the ſtrongeſt threads of it, ſo that 
though the whole hang looſe together, it is eaſily 
torn in pieces. Though the ſoul with whom it is 
thus, do for a ſeaſon keep up a fair profeſſion, yet 
his ſtrength is ſecretly devoured; and every tempta. 
tion tears and rents his conſcience at pleaſure, It 
becomes with ſuch men as it is with ſome who have 
for many years been of a ſound ſtrong athletick con. 
ſtitution. Some ſecret hectical diſtemper ſeizeth 
on them: for a ſeaſon they take no notice of it; 
or if they do, they think they ſhall do well enough 
with it, and eaſily ſhake it off when they have a little 
leiſure to attend unto it: but for the preſent they 
think as Sampſon with his locks cut, they wall do 
as at other times. Sometimes it may be they com. 
plain that they are not well, they know not what 
aileth them, and it may riſe violently in an oppoſition 
to their diſtemper; but after a while ſtruggling in 
vain, the vigour of their ſpirits and ſtrength failing 
tem, they are forced to yield to the power of a con. 
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ſumption. And now all they can do is little enough 
to keep them alive. It is ſo with men brought into 
ſpiritual decays by any ſecret perplexing corruptions. 


It may be they have had a . Forer principle of obe- 


dience and holineſs: Indwelling-ſin watching its op- 
hop by ſome temptation or other, hath kind- 


* 


ed and inflamed ſome particular luſt in them. For | 


awhile it may be they take little notice of it. Some- 


times they complain, but think they will do'as in 
former times, until being inſenſibly weakened in 
their ſpintual ſtrength, they have work enoug't 
to do in keeping alive what remains and is ready to 


die. I ſhall not add any thing here as to the pre- 
vention and obviatingthisadvantage of Indwellng-fin, 


8 treated of it peculiarly and apart. 
Fift 

nion with God in prayer and meditation. I have 
ſhewed before how Indwelling-ſin puts forth its de- 
ceitfulneſs in diverting the foul from watchfulneſs 
in and unto theſe duties. Here if it prevails, it will 
not fail to induce an habitual declenſion in the whole 


courſe of obedience. All neglect of private duties is 


principled by a wearineſs of God as he complaineth, 
Thou haſt not called upon me, thou haſt been weary 


of me,“ Iſa. xliii. 22. Neglect of invocation pro- 


ceeds from wearineſs. And where there is wearineſs, 
there will be withdrawing from that whereof we are 
weary. Now God alone being the fountain and fpring 
of ſpiritual life, if there be a wearineſs of him, and 
withdrawing from him, it is impoſlible but that there 
will a decay in the life enſue. Indeed what men 
are in theſe duties, I mean as to faith and love in 


them, that they are and no more. Here lies the 


root of their obedience, and if this fails all fruit will 
quickly fail, You'may ſometimes ſee a tree flouriſh- 
ing with leaves and fruit goodly and pteaſant. After 
a while the leaves begin to decay, the fruit to wither, 


the whole to droop. Search, and you fhall find the 


L 8 


ly, It works by negligence of private commu- 
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root, whereby it ſhould draw in moiſture and fatneſ, 
from the earth, to ſupply the body and branches with 
ſap and juice for growth and fruit, hath received a 
wound, is {ome way periſhed, and doth not perform 
its duty, ſo that though the branches are flouriſhing a 
while with what they had received, their ſuſtenance 
being intercepted, they muſt decay. So it is here. 
Theſe, duties of private communion with God, are 
the means of receiving ſupplies of ſpiritual ſtrength 
from him; of ſap and fatneſs from Chriſt, the vine 
and olive. Whilſt they do ſo, the converſation and 
courſe of obedience flouriſheth and is fruitful, all 
outward duties are chearfully ard regularly performed, 
But if there be a wound, a defect, a failing in that 
which ſhould firſt take in the ſpiritual radical moiſture, 
that ſhould be communicated unto the whole, the reſt 
may for a ſeaſon maintain their ſtation and appear. 
ance, but after a while, profeſſion will wither, fruits 
will decay, and the whole be ready to die. Hence 
our Saviour lets us know, Matt. vi. 6, what a man is 
in ſecret, in theſe private duties, that he is in the eyes 
of God, and no more. And one reaſon amongſt others 
is, becaule they have a more vigorous acting of un- 
mixed grace than any other duties whatever. In all or 
moſt particular duties, beſides the influence that they 
may have from carnal reſpects, which are many, and 
the ways of their inſinuation ſubtile, and 1mpercepti- 
ble, there is an alloy of gifts, which ſometimes even 
devours the pure gold of grace which ſhould be the 
chief and principal in them, In theſe, there is imme- 
diate intercourſe between God, and that which is of 
himſelf in the ſoul. If once ſin, by its deceits and 


treacheries, prevail to take off the ſoul from diligent 
attendance unto communion with God, and con— 
ſtancy in theſe duties, it will not fail to effect a declin- 
ing in the whole of a man's obedience. It hath made 
its entrance, and will aſſuredly make good its progrels. 
Sixthly, Growing in notions of truth without an- 
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ſwerable practice, is another thing that Indwelling ſin 
makes uſe of to bring the ſouls of believers under 
a decay. The apoſtle tells us, that knowledge put- 
feth up,” 1 Cor. viii; 1. If it de alone, not improved 
in practice, it ſwells men beyond a due proportion. 

Like a man that hath a dropſy, we are not to expect 
that he hath ſtrength to his bigneſs. Like trees that 
are continually running up an head, Which keeps 
them from bearing fruit. When once men have at- 
tained to this, that they can entertain and receive evan- 
gelical truths in a new and more glorious light, or 
more clear diſcovery than formerly, or new manifeſta- 
tions of truth which they knew not before, and pleaſe 
themſelves in ſo doing, without diligent endeavours 
to have the power of thoſe truths and notions upon 
their hearts, and their ſouls made conformable unto 
them, they generally learn ſo to diſpoſe of all truths 
formerly known, which were ſometimes inlaid in 
their hearts, with more efficacy and power. This 
hath proved, if not the ruin, yet the great impairing 
of many in theſe days of light wherein we live. By 
this means, from humble cloſe walking, many have 
withered into an empty, b: ren, talking profeſſion. 
All things almoſt have in a ihort ſeaſon become alike 
unto them: Have they been true or falſe, ſo they 
may be debating of them, and diſputing about them, 
all is well, This is food for fin, it hatcheth, increaſ- 
eth it, and is increaſed by it. A notable way it is for 
the vanity that is in the mind, to exert itſelf without 
a rebuke from conſcience. Whilſt men are talking, 
and writing, and ſtudying about religion, and hearin 

preaching, it may be, with great delight, as thoſe | 
in Ezekiel, chap. xxxin. 32. Conſcience, unleſs 

thoroughly awake and circumſpett, and furniſhed 
with ſpiritual wiſdom and care, will be very well pa- 
citied, and enter no rebukes or pleas againſt the way 
that the ſoul is in, But yet all this may be nothing 
but the acting of that natural vanity which lies in the 
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mind, and is a principal part of the ſin we treat of. 
And generally this is ſo, when men content them. 
ſelves, as was laid, with the notions of truth, without 
labouring after an experience of the power of them in 
their hearts, and the bringing forth the fruit of them 
in their lives, on which a decay muſt needs enſue. 
Sesventhly, Growth in carnal wiſdom is another 
help to ſin, in producing this ſad effect. Thy 
wiſdom and thy knowledge,” ſaith the prophet, hath 
perverted thee,” Ifai. xlvii. 10. So much as carnal 
wiſdom increaſeth, ſo much faith decays. The pro. 
per work of it is, to teach a man to truſt to and in him. 
ſelf; of faith to truſt wholly in another. So it la. 
bours to deſtroy the whole work of faith, by cauſing 
the ſoul to return into a deceiving fulneſs of his own, 
We have woful examples of the prevalency of this 


Principle of declenſion in the days wherein we live, 


How many a poor, humble, broken hearted creature, 
who followed after God in ſimplicity and integrity of 
ſpirit, have we ſeen, through the obſervation of the 
ways and walkings of others, and clofing with the 
temptations to craft and ſubtiity, which opportunities 
in the world have adminiſtered unto them, come to 
be dipt into a worldly carnal frame, and utterly to 
wither in their proteſhon, Many are fo ſullied hereby, 
that they are not to be known to be the men they were, 

Eighthly, Some great {in lying long in the heart and 
conſcience unrepented of, or not repented of as it 
ought, and as the matter requires, furthers Indwel- 
ling-ſin in this work. The great turn of the life of 
David, whence his firſt ways carried the reputation, 
was in the harbouring his great fin in his conſcience 
without ſuitable repentance. It was otherwiſe we 
know with Peter, and he had another iſſue. A 

great ſin will certainly give a 1 turn to the life of 
a profeſſor, If it be well cured in the blood of Chriſt, 
with that humiliation which the goſpel requires, it of- 
ten proves a means of more watchfulneſs, fruitfulneſs, 
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humility, and contentation, than ever the ſoul before 
obtained. If it be neglected, it certainly hardens the 
heart, weakens ſpiritual ſtrength, enfeebles the ſoul, 
diſcouraging it unto all communion with God, and is 
a notable principle of a general decay. So David 
complains, * My wounds ſtink and are corrupt be- 
cauſe of my fooliſhneſs,” Plal. xxxviii. 5. His pre- 
ſent diſtemper was not ſo much from his ſin, as his 
folly; not ſo much from the wounds he had received, 
as eee to make a timely application for 
their cure. It is like a broken bone, which being well 
ſet, leaves the place ſtronger than before; if otherwiſe, 
makes the man a cripple all his days. Theſe things 
we do but briefly name, and ſundry other advantages 
of the like nature, that ſin makes uſe of to produce 
this effect, might alſo be inſtanced in; but theſe may 
ſuffice unto our preſent purpoſe, Whatever it uſeth, 
itſelf is ſtill the principle; and this is no ſmall. 
demonſtration of its efficacy and power. 


* 


CHAP. XVI, . 


The Strength of Indwelling-ſin, manifeſted 
from its Power and Effects in Perſons un- 
regenerate. | 


T 1s of the power and efficacy of Indwelling-ſin, 
as it remains, in ſeveral degrees in believers, that 

we are treating. Now I have elſewhere ſhewed, that 
the nature, and all the natural properties of it, do 
ſtill remain in them; though, therefore, we cannot 
prove directly what is the ſtrength of fin in them, 
trom what its power is in thoſe, in whom it is only 
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checked, and not at all weakened; yet we may, from 
an obſervation thereof, caution behevers of the real 
power of that mortal enemy, with whom they have 
to do. 1 5 „ 
If the plague do violently rage in one city, de. 
ſtroying multitudes, and there be, in another, an in. 
fection of the ſame kind, which yet ariſes not unto 
that height and fury there, by reaſon of the correc. 
tion that it meets withal from a better air, and re. 
medies uſed; yet a man may demonſtrate unto the 
inhabitants, the fouce and danger of that infection 
got in among them, by the effects that it hath and 
doth produce among others, who have not the bene. 
fit of the preventives and preſervatives which they en. 
joy; which will both teach them to value the means 
_ of their preſervation, and be the more watchful a- 
gainſt the power of the infection that is amongſt them. 
It is fo in this caſe. Believers may be taught what 
1s the power and efficacy of that plague of fn which 
is in and among them, by the effects the ſame plague 
produceth, in and among others, who have not thoſe 
cCorrections of its poiſon, and thoſe prefervatives from 
death, which the Lord Jeſus hath furniſhed them 
Withal. FV | 

Having then fixed on the demonſtration of the 
Power of ſin, from the effects it doth produce, and 
al given a double inftance hereot in behevers 
themlelves, I ſhall now farther evidence the ſame 
truth, or purſue the ſame evidence of it, by ſhewing 
ſomewhat of the power that it hath in them who are 


unregenerate, and ſo have not the remedies againſt it, 


with which believers are furniſhed. 


I ſhall not handle the whole power of fin in unre- 


generate perſons, which 1s a very large field, and not 
the buſineſs I have in hand; but only by ſome feu 
inſtances of its effects in them, intimate, as I ſaid, 
unto believers, what they have to deal withal. 


- 
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Firſt then, It appears in the violence it offers to 
the nature of men, compelling them unto ſins, fully 
contrary to all the principles of the reaſonable nature 


wherewith they are endued from God. Every crea- 


ture of God hath, in its creation, a law. of opera- 
tion implanted in it, which is the rule of all that pro- 


ceedeth from it, of all that it doth of its own accord. 


So the fire aſcends. upwards, bodies that are, weighty 
and heavy deſcend; the water flows, each das bes 
to the principles of their nature, which give them 
the law of their operation. That which hinders 
them in their operation, is force and violence, as that 
which hinders a, ſtone from deſcending, or the fire 


from going upwards. That which forceth them to 


move contrary to the law of their nature, as, a ſtone 
to go upwards, or the fire to deſcend, 1s, in its kind, 
the greateſt violence, of which the degrees are end- 
Jeſs. Now that which ſhould take a great millſtone, 
and fling it upwards into the air, all would acknow- 
ledge to be a matter of wondrous force, power, and 
„ . En. 


Man alſo hath his law of operation and working, 


concreated with him. And this may be conſidered 


two ways; either, firſt, As it is common to him with 
other creatures; or, As peculiar, with reference un- 
to that ſpecial end for which he was created. Some 


things are, I ſay, in this law of nature common to 
man with other creatures; as to nouriſh their young, 
to live quietly with thoſe of the fame kind and race 
with them; to ſeek and follow after that which 1s 


good for them in that ſtate and condition wherein 


they are created. Theſe are things, which all brute 
living creatures have in the Jaw of their nature, as man 
alſo Rath.” FFC 

But now, befides theſe things, man being created 


in an eſpecial manner to give glory to God, by ra- 


tional and moral obedience, and ſo to obtain a re- 
ward in the enjoyment of him; there are many things 
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in the law of his creation, that are peculiar to him; 
as, to love God above all, to ſeek the enjoyment of 
him as his chiefeſt 1550 and laſt end, to enquire 
after his mind and will, and to yield obedience, and 
the like. All which are part of the law of his na. 
ture. | | | | E S 
Now : theſe things are not diſtinguiſhed ſo, as 
though a man might perform the actions of the lau takin 
of his nature, which are common to him with other the ſ. 
creatures, merely from the principles of his nature, but r 
as they do; but the law of his dependence upon WM men 
God, and doing all things in obedience unto him, I Viele 
paſſeth on them all alſo. He can never be conſider. force 
ed as a mere creature, but as a creature made for the N 
glory of God, by rational moral-obedience; rational, in pe 
becauſe by him choſen, and performed with reaſon; M lan 
and moral, becauſe regulated by a law whereunto rea- F. 
ſon doth attend. e = 
For inſtance, It is common to man, with other and 
creatures, to take care for the nouriſhing of his child. for, 
ren, of the young helpleſs ones, that receive their man 
being by him. There is implanted in him, in the then 
principles of his nature, concreated with them, a then 
| love and care for them; ſo it is with other living as t 
creatures. Now let other creatures anſwer this in- ther 
ſtinct and inclination, and be not hardned againſt them N 
like the fooliſh oſtrich, unto whom God hath not im- dwe 
parted this natural wiſdom, Job xxxix. 16, 17. they I oth 
fully anſwer the law of their creation. With man it pre- 
is not ſo; it is not enough for him to anſwer the in- of n 
ſtinct and ſecret impulſe and inclination of his nature M law 
and kind, as in the nouriſhing of his children; but deſt 
he muſt do it alſo in ſubjetiion to God, and obey [| tell; 


him therein, and do it unto his glory; the law Ro! 
of moral obedience paſſing over all his whole being, MW he: 
and all his operations; but in theſe things lie, as it wh 
were, the — of a man, namely, in the things chi 


which are implanted in his nature as a creature, com- tro 
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mon to him with all other hving creatures, ſeconded 
by the command or wall of God, as he is a creature 


capable of yielding moral obedience, and doing all 


things for his glory. 


That then, which ſhall drive and compel a man 


to tranſgreſs this law of his nature, which is not only 
as to throw milſtones upward, to drive beaſts from 
taking care of their young, to take from cattle of 
the ſame kind the herding of themſelves in quietneſs, 
but moreover, to caſt off what lies in him his funda- 


mental dependance on God, as a creature made to 


ie ld him obedience, mult needs be eſteemed of great 
torce and efficacy. | 


Now this is frequently done by Indwelling-lin, 


in perſons unregenerate. Let us take ſome few in- 


| Firſt, There is nothing that is more deeply Ee 3 
in the principles of the natures of all living creatures, 


and fo of man himſelf, than a love unto, and a care 


for, the preſervation and nouriſhing of their young: 


many brute creatures will die for them, ſome feed 


them with their own fleth and blood; all deprive 


themſelves of that food which nature directs them to 
as their beſt, to impart at to them; and acting in 
their behalf to the utmoſt of their power. 


Now ſuch is the efficacy, power, and force of In- 


dwelling-fin in man, an infection that the nature of 
other creatures knows nothing of, that in many it 
prevails to ſtop this fountain, to beat back the ſtream 
of natural affections, to root up the principles of the 
law of nature, and to drive them unto a neglect, a 
deſtruction of the fruit of their own loins. Paul 
tells us of the old Gentiles, that they were &5opyor, 


Rom. i. 31, without natural affection;“ that which 


he aims at 18 that barbarous cuſtom among the Romans, 
ho oftimes, to ſpare the trouble in the educationot their 
children, and to be at liberty to ſatisfy their luſts, de- 
ſroyed their own — from the womb. So far did 
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the ſtrength of fin prevail to obliterate the law of na. 
ture, and to repel the force and power of it. 
Examples of | this: nature are common in all na- 
tions; amongſt ourſelves, of women murdering their 
own children, through the deceitful reaſoning of fin, 
And herein fin turns the ſtrong current of nature, 
darkens all the light of God in the ſoul, controuls 


all natural principles, influenced with the power of 


the command and will of God. But yet this evil 
hath, through the efficacy of fin, received a fearful 
aggravation. Men have not only flain, but cruel] 
ſacrificed their children to ſatisfy their luſts. The 


_ apoſtle reckons idolatry, and ſo conſequently all ſu- 


perſtition, among the works of the fleſh, Gal. v. 20. 


that is, the fruit and product of indwelling ſin. Now 


from hence it is that men have offered that horrid and 
unſpeakable violence to the law of nature mention- 
ed. So the Pſalmiſt tells us, Pſal. cvi. 37, 38. The 


Tame is again mentioned, in ſundry other places of 


ſcripture. The whole manner of that abomination 1 
have elſewhere declared. For the preſent it may ſuf- 


tice to intimate, that they took their children and 
burnt them to aſhes in a ſoft fire; the wicked prieſts 
_ that aſſiſled in the ſacrifice affording them this relief, 


that they made a noiſe and clamour, that the vile 
wretches might not hear the wolul moans and cries 


of the poor dying tormented infants. I ſuppoſe in 


this caſe we. need no farther evidence. Naturaliſts 
can give no rational account, they can only admire 
the fecret force of that little fiſh, which, they ſay, 
will ſtop a ſhip in full fail in the midſt of the ſea. 
And we muſt acknowledge, that it is beyond our 
power to give an account of the ſecret Goo and 
unſearchable deceit, that is in this inbred traitor ſin, 
that cannot only ſtop the courſe of nature, when all 
the ſails of it that carry it forward are fo filled, as they 
are in that of affettions to children, but alſo drive 


u backward with ſuch a violence and force, as to 
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cauſe men ſo to deab with their own children, as a 
good man would not be hired with any reward to 

deal with his dog. And it may ndt be to the diſad- 
vantage of the beſt, to know and conſider, that they 
carry that about them, and in them, which in others 
hath produced theſe effects. 
The like may be ſpoken of all other fins againſt 
the prime dictates of the law of nature, that man- 
kind. is, or hath been ſtained and defamed withal. 

Murder of parents and children, of wives and huſ. 
bands. e inceſt, and the like enormities; in 
all which ſin prevails in men againſt the whole law 
of their being and dependence upon God. 3 

Why ſhould I reckon up the murders of Cain and 

Abel, the treaſon of Judas, with their aggravations ; 
or remind the filth and villany of Nero, in whom fin 
ſeemed to deſign an inſtance of what 1t could debaſe 
the nature of man unto? In a word, all the ſtudied, 
premeditated perjuries; all the deſigned, bloody re- 
venges; all the filth and uncleanneſs; all the enmity 
to God and his ways that is in the world, is fruit 
growing from this root alone. „ 
Secondly, It evidences its efficacy in keeping men 
off ae ag under the diſpenſation of the goſpel. 
This evidence mult be a little farther cleared. 

PFirſt, Under the diſpenſation ol the goſpel, there 
are but few that do believe. So the preachers of it 
complain, Who hath believed our report,” Ifa. 
ln. 1. which the apoſtle interprets of the paucity of 
behevers, John. x11. 38. Our Saviour Chriſt himſelt, 
tells us, that many are called;'”” the word is 
preached unto many, but few are choſen.” And ſo 
the church "complains of its number. Mic. vi. 1. 
Few there be who enter the narrow gate, daily expe- 
nence confirms this woful obſervation. How many 
villages, pariſhes, yea towns, may we go unto, where 
the goſpel, it may-be, hath been preached many years, 
and perhaps ſcarce meet a true believer in them, and 


— 
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one who ſhews forth the death of Chriſt in his con. 


verſation. In the beſt places and moſt eminent for 
profeſſion, are not ſuch perſons like the berries after 
the pin of an oltv<-tree, two or three in the top of 
the up boughs, and four or five in the higheſt 
| branches? | THE Def gr? 5 
Secondly, There is propoſed to men in the preach. 
ing of the goſpel, as motives unto believing, every 
thing in conjunction, that ſeveralhy prevail with men 
to do whatever elſe they do in their lives. What 
ever any one doth with conſideration, he doth it 
either becauſe it is reaſonable and good for him ſo to 
do; or profitable and advantageous; or pleaſant, or, 
laſtly, neceſſary for the avoidance of . whatever, 
I fay, men do with conſideration, whether it be good 
or evil; whether it be in the works of this life, or in 
things that lead to another; they do it from one or 
other of the reaſons or motives mentioned. And, 
God knows, oft-tumes they are very poor and mean 
in their kind that men are prevailed upoa by. How 
often will men for a very little pleaſure, a very little 
profit, be induced to do that which ſhall imbitter 
their lives, and damn their ſouls. And what induſtry 
will they uſe to avoid that which they apprehend evil 
or grievous to them? And any one of theſe is enough 
to oil the wheels of men's utmoſt endeavours, and ſet 
men at work to the purpoſſſ e. 
But now all theſe things centre in the propoſal of 
the goſpel, and the command of believing; and every 
one of them in a kind, that the whole world can pro- 
pole nothing like unto it. | eee 
It is the moſt reaſonable thing that can be propoſed 
to the underſtanding of a man; that he who, through 
his own default, hath loſt that way of bringing glory 
to God, and ſaving his own ſoul, (for which ends 
he was made) that he was hrit placed in, ſhould ac- 
cept of, and embrace, that other bleſſed, eaſy, fate, 
excellent way, t or the attaining of the ends mentioned, 
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which God in infinite grace, love, mercy, wiſdom, 
and righteouſneſs hath found out, and doth purpoſe 
| gear he It is the profitableſt thing that a man 
can pothbly 

or benefit, any advantage in the forgiveneſs of fans, in 
the love and tavour of God, in a bleſſed immortality, 
in eternal glory. And. A 


Thirdly, It 1s moſt pleaſant alſo; ſurely TY is a 


pleaſant thing to be brought out of darkneſs into 
light, out of a dungeon unto a throne, from cap- 
tivity and flavery, to Satan and curſed luſts, to the 
glorious liberty of the children of God, with a 


thouſand heavenly ſweetneſſes not now to be men- 


tioned, And, 


PFourthly, It is ſurely neceſſary, and that not only 


from the command of God, who hath the ſupreme 


authority over us, but alſo indiſpenſibly ſo for the 
avoidance of eternal ruin of body and ſoul, Mar. xvi. 

16, It is conſtantly propoſed under theſe terms, be- 
| lieve, or you periſh under the weight of the wrath of 


the great God, and that for evermore. LEGIT 

But now, notwithſlanding that all theſe conſidera- 
tions are preached unto men, and preſſed upon them 
in the name of the [oa God, 0 day to day, 
from ane year to another, yet, as was before obſerv- 
ed, very few there are who ſet their hearts unto 


them, ſo as to embrace that which they lead unto. 
Tell men ten thouſand times, that this is wiſdom, 
yea, riches, that all their profit lies in it, that they 


will aſſuredly and eternally periſh, and that they may be 
within a few hours, if they receive not the goſpel ; 
aſſure them that it is their only intereſt and concern- 


ment; let them know that God himſelt ſpeaks all 


this unto them; yet all is one, they regard it not, ſet 


not their hearts unto it; but, as it were, plainly ſay, 


we will have nothing to do with theſe things: they 


be invited unto; if there be any profit, 
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will rather periſh in their luſts than accept of 
Thirdly, It is Indwelling-ſin that both diſenableth 
men unto, and hinders them from, believing, and 
that alone. Blindneſs of mind, ſtubbornneſs of the 
will, ſenſuality of the affections, all concur to keep 
poor periſhing ſouls at a diſtance from Chriſt. Men 
are made blind by ſin, and cannot ſee his excellen- 
cies; obſtinate, and will not lay hold of his righteouſ- 
neſs; ſenſelefs, and take no notice of their own eternal 
concernments. | 

Now certainly that which can prevail with men, 
wiſe and ſober, and prudent in other things, to neg- 
lect and deſpiſe the love of God, the blood of Chriſt, 
the eternal welfare of their own ſouls, upon weak 
and worthleſs pretences, muſt be acknowledged to 
have an aſtoniſhable force and efficacy accompany. 


55 SO 5 

b Whoſe heart, who hath once heard of the ways 

| of God, can but bleed to ſee poor ſouls eternally 
periſhing under a thouſand gracious invitations, to 
accept of mercy and pardon in the blood of Chriſt? 
And can'we but be aſtoniſhed at the power of that 
Principle from whence it is, that they run headlong 
to their own deſtruction? And yet all this hefalls 
them from the power and deceit of fin that dwelleth 
in them. 5 | 1 VE 
3. It is evident in their total apoſtaſies. Many men 
not really converted, are much wrought upon by the 
word. The apoſtle tells us, that they L clean 
eſcape them that live in error, 2 Pet. ii. 18. They 
ſeparate themſelves from idolatry and falſe worſhip, 
owning and profeſſing the truth; and they alſo eſcape 
the pollutions of the world,” ver. 20; that is, the 
Corruption that is in the world through Juſt,” as he 
expreſleth it, chap. i. 4. thoſe filthy corrupt and 
unclean ways, which the men of the world, in the 
purſuit of hs luſts, do walk and live in; theſe they 
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eſcape from, in the amendment of their lives, and or- 


dering of their converſation according to the convic- | 


tions which they have from the word. For ſo he tells 
us, that all this is brought about, through the know- 
ledge of the Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; that is, 
by the preaching of the goſpel; they are ſo far 


wrought upon, as to forſake all ways of falſe worſhip, 


to profeſs the truth, to reform their lives, and to walk 


an{werable to the convictions that are upon them. 
By this means do they gain the reputation of pro- 
ſeſſors, They have a name to live, Rev. iii. 1; 


and are made partakers of ſome, or all of thoſe privi- 
leges of the goſpel, that are numbered by the apoſtle, 
Heb. vi. 4, 5. 5 2918 n 

It is not my preſent buſineſs to ſhew how far, or 


wherein a man may be effectually wrought upon by 
the word, and yet not be really wrought over to cloſe 
with Chriſt; or what may be the utmoſt bounds and 


limits of a common work of grace upon unregenerate 


men; it is on all hands confeſſed, that it may be car 


ried on ſo far, that it is very difficult to diſcern between 
its effects and productions, and thoſe of that grace 
which is ſpecial and "_ £6: I - 


But now, notwithſtanding all this, we ſee many 
of theſe daily fall off from God, utterly and wick- 
edly; ſome into debauchery and uncleanneſs, ſome to 


worldlineſs and covetouſneſs, ſome to be perſecutors 
of the ſaints, all to the perdition of their on ſouls. 
How | this comes about, the apoſtle: declares in that 
place mentioned; they are, ſaith he, entangled again; 
to entice and entangle as I have ſhewed before, from 


James i. 14, 1. is the proper work of Indwelling- 


lin; it is that alone which entangles the ſoul; as the 


apoltle ſpeaks, ver. 18. They are allured from their 


whole profetlion, into curſed apoſtaly, the luſts of 
S 


It prevails upon them through its deceit and power 
to an utter relinquiſhment of their profeſſion; and 
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their whole engagement unto | God: and this ſever; 
ways evinces the greatneſs of its ſtrength and efficacy, 


1. In that it giveth ſtop or controul unto that ex. 


_ceeding greatneſs of power, which is put forth in the 
word, in their convittion and reformation. We ſee 


it, by experience, that men are not eafily wrought 
upon by the word; the moſt of men can live under 
the diſpenſation of it, all the days of their lives, and 
continue as ſenſeleſs and ſtupid as the feats they fit 
upon, or the flint in the rock of ſtone. Mighty difh. 
culties and prejudices muſt be conquered, great ſtrokes 
muſt be given to the conſcience, before this can be 


brought about. It is as the ſtopping of a river in his 
courſe, and turning his ſtreams another way; the hin. 


dering of a ſtone in its falling downwards, or the 
turning away of the wild aſs, when furiouſly ſet to 
purſue his way, as the prophet ſpeaks, Jer. ii. 24; to 


turn men from their corrupt ways, fins and pleaſures; 


to make them faſt, pray, hear, and do many things 


_ contrary to the principle of fleſh, which is ſecretly 
predominant in them, willingly and gladly; to caule 
them to profeſs Chriſt and the goſpel, it may be under 
ſome trials and reproaches; to give them light, to 
| Tee into ſundry myſteries and gifts, for the diſcharge 


of ſundry duties; to make dead, blind, ſenſeleſs men, 


to walk, and talk, and do all the outward offices and 


duties of living and healthy men; with the like at- 
tendences of convittion and reformation, are the ef- 


fects and produtts of mighty power and ſtrength. In- 


deed the power that the Holy Ghoſt puts forth by the 


word, in the ſtaggering and convittion of ſinners, in 


the awakening of their conſciences, the enlightening 


of their minds, the changing of their affections, the 


awing of their hearts, the reforming of their lives, and 
compelling them to duties, is inexpreſſible. 


But now, unto all theſe is there check and controul 
given by Indwelling-ſin. It prevails againſt this whole 
work of the Spirit, by the word, with all the advan- 
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tages of providential diſpenſations, in afflictions, and 
mercies, where with it is attended. When fin is once 
enraged, all things become but like. the withs and cords 
where with Sampſon was bound, before his head was 
haven: cry but to it, the Philiſtines are upon thee; 
here is a ſubtile, a ſuitable temptation, now ſhew thy 
ſtrength and efficacy; all theſe become like tow that has 
ſmelt the fire. Conſcience is ſtifled, reputation in the 
church of God deſpiſed, light ſupplanted, the impreſ- 
ſions of the word caſt off, convittions digeſted, heaven 
and hell are deſpiſed; ſin makes its way through all, 
and utterly turns the ſoul from the good and right 
ways of God. Sometimes it doth this ſubtilely, by 
imperceptible degrees, taking off all force of former 
impreſſions from the Spirit, by the word; ſullying 
conſcience by degrees; hardening the heart, and mak- 
ing ſenſual the affections, by various workings, that 
the poor backſlider in heart ſcarce knows what he is 
doing, until he be come to the very bottom of all im- 
piety, profaneneſs, and enmity againſt God. Some- 
times falling in conjunction with ſome vigorous temp- 
tation, it ſuddenly, and at once, plunges the ſoul in- 
to a courſe of alienation from God, Ks the profeſſion 
of his ways, tre ets 2464 MT ns 
2. It takes them off from thoſe hopes of heaven, 
which, upon their convictions, obedience, and tempo- 
rary faith, or believing, they had obtained. There is 
a general hope of heaven, or, at leaſt, of the eſcaping 
ot hell, of an untroubleſome immortality, in the moſt 
ſottilh and ſtupid ſouls in the world, who, either by 
tradition, or inftruttion from the word, are perſuaded 
that there is another ſtate of things to come alter this 
lite; but it is in unconvinced, unenlightened perſons, 
a dull, ſenſeleſs, unaffetting thing, that hath no other 
hold upon them, nor power in them, but only to keep 
them free from the trouble and perplexity of contrary 


| thoughts and apprehenſions. The matter is otherwiſe 
with them who, by the word, are ſo wrought upon as 
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we have before declared; their hope of heaven, au 
a bleſſed immortality, is oft-times accompanied with 
great joys, and exultations, and is a relief unto them 
under and againft the worſt of their fears and trials; 
it is ſuch, as they would not part with for all the world; 
and upon all occaſions they retreat in their ming 
unto it, for comfort and relief. 6/70 

Now all this by the power of fin are they prevailed 
withal to forego. Let heaven go if it wall. a bleſſed 
Immortality with the enjovment of God himſelf 
ſin muſt be ſerved, and proviſion made to fulfil the 
luſts thereof. e e 

If a man, in the things of this world, had ſuch 
a hope of a wil inheritance, of a kingdom, x 
wherein he is ſatisfied that it wilt not fail him, but 
that, in the iſſue he ſhall ſurely enjoy it, and lead an 
happy and a glorious life in the poſſeſſion of it many 
days; if one ſhould go to him, and tell him, it 
true, the kingdom you look for, is an ample and ho. 
nourable dominion, full of all good things deſirable 
and you may attain it; but come, caſt away all hope 
and expectations of it, and come join with me in the 
ſervice and flavery of ſuch or ſuch an oppreſſive ty- 
rant. You willealily grant, he muſt have ſome ſtrange 
 bewitching power with him, that ſhould prevail with 
a man in his wits to follow his advice. GETS 01 
Vet thus it is, and much more fo, in the caſe ve 
have in hand. Sin itſelf cannot deny, but that the 
kingdom of heaven, which the ſoul is in hope and 
expectation of, is glorious and excellent: nor dothit 
go about to convince him, that his thoughts of it are 
vain, and ſuch as wil deceive him; but plainly pre- 
vails with him to caſt away his hopes, to deſpiſe hi 
kingdom, that he was in expettation of, and tha 
upon no other motive, but that he may ſerve ſont 
worldly, cruel, or filthy and ſenſual luſt. Certainly 
here lies a ſecret efficacy, whoſe depths cannot be 
fathomed. N 
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3. The apoſtle manifeſts the power of the entan- 
glements of ſin in and upon apoffateg, in that it turns 
them off from ** the way of 1ighteouſneſs after they 
have known. it, 2 Pet. ii. 21. It will be found at 
the laſt day au evil thing and a bitter, that men live 
all their days in the ſervice of fin, ſelf, and the world, 
refuſing to make any trial of the ways of God, where- 
unto they are invited; though they have no experi- 
ence of their excellency, beauty, plealantneſs, 1075 > 
et having evidence brought unto them from God him- 
ſelf, that they are ſo, the refuſal of them will, I ſay, 
be bitterneſs in the latter end. But their condition is 
yet far worſe, who as the apoſtle ſpeaks, having known 
the way of rightevulnels, are by the 41 of Indwel- 
ling-ſin turned aſide from the holy commandment. 
To leave God for the devil, after a man hath made 
ſome trial of him and his ſervice; heaven for hell, 
after a man hath had ſome cheering, refreſhing thoughts 
of it; the tellowſhip of the Saints, for an ale-houle or 
a brothel-houſe, after a man hath been admitted unto 
their communion, and taſted of the pleaſantneſs of it; 
to leave walking in pure, clear, {trait paths, to wallow 
in mire, draughts aud filth, this will be for a lamenta- 
tion, Yet this doth ſin prevail upon apoſtates unto; 
and that againſt all their light, conviction, experiences, 
profeſſions, engagements, or whatever may be ſtrong 
upon them to keep them up to the known ways of 
righteouſnels. FOES ne 
4. It eyinces its ſtrength in them by prevailing with 
them unto a total renunciation of God as revealed in 
Chriſt, and the power of all goſpel-truth, in the fin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt. I do not now preciſely de- 
termine what is the {in againſt the Holy Ghoſt; nor 
wherein it doth conſiſt. There are different appre- 
henſions of it; all agree in this; that by it an end is 
put to all dealings between God and man in a way' of 
grace. It is a fin unto death. . And this doth the 
hardneſs and blindneſs of men's hearts bring them to; 
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they are by them at length ſet out of the reach d 
mercy. They chooſe to have no more to do with 
_ God; and God {wears that they ſhall never enter into 
his reſt. So fin brings forth death. A man by it, i; 
brought to renounce the end for which he was made; 
_ wiltully to reject the means of his coming to the enjoy. 
ment of God, to provoke him to his face; and lo to 


pPeriſh in his rebellion e The 

I have not mentioned theſe things, as though [ 11 
hoped by them to ſet out to the full the power of In. 

dwelling-ſin in unregenerate men; only by a few in. E 

Aan thought to give a glimpſe of it, He that { 

would have a fuller view of it, had need only to open N don tl 

his eyes, to take a little view of that wickedneſs which Nuailed 

reigneth, yea, rageth all the world over. Let him a long 


conſider the prevailing flood of the things mentioned taken 
by Paul to be * the fruits of the fleſh,” Gal. v. 19, 20, latter 
21. that is, among the ſons of men, in all places, na. Never 
tions, cities, towns, pariſhes; and then let him add npre 
thereunto but this one conſideration, that the world, An 
which is full of the ſteam, filth, and blood of theſe ind! 
abominations, as to their outward actings of them, is a 
pleaſant garden, a paradiſe, compared to the heart of 
man, wherein they are all conceived; and hourly mil- made 
lions of more vile abominations, which being ſtifled 1 
in the womb, by ſome of the ways before inſiſted on? 
they are never able to bring forth to light. Let a man ¶ nble 
I ſay, uſing the law for his light and rule, take this I and 
courſe, and if he have any ſpiritual diſcerning, he may thing 
quickly attain ſatisfaction in this matter.. 
And ] ſhewed in the entrance of this diſcourſe, Fi 
how this conſideration doth fully confirm the truth cret 


propoſed... .: kno) 
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CHAP, XVIL 


The Strength of Sin, evidenced from its Re- 
ſiſtance unto the Power of the Law. 


HE meaſure of the ar of any perſon, or de- 
fenced city, may be well taken from the oppoſi- 

tion that they are able to withſtand, and not be pre- 
vailed nf. If we hear of a city that hath endured 
a long ſiege from a potent enemy, and yet is not 
taken or conquered, whoſe walls have endured great 
batteries, e are not demoliſhed, though we have 
never ſeen the place, yet we conclude it ſtrong, if not 
unpregnable. 8 Es 

And this conſideration will alſo evidence the power 
and ſtrength of Indwelling-{in; it is able to hold 
out, and not only to live, but alſo to ſecure its reign 
and dominion againſt very ſtrong oppoſition that is 
made unto it. Se ge . 

I ſhall inſtance only in the oppoſition that is made 
unto it, by the law, which 1s oft-times great and ter- 
ible, always fruitleſs; all its aſſaults are borne by it, 
and it is not prevailed againſt. There are ſundry 
things wherein the law oppoſeth itſelf to ſin, and the 
e,, 1 „ 

Firſt, It diſcovers it. Sin in the ſoul is like a ſe- 
cret hectical diſtemper in the body, its being un- 
known and unperceived, is one great means of its 


| prevalency. Or, as traitors in a civil ſtate, whilſt 


they lie hid, they vigorouſly carry on their deſign, 
The greateſt part of men in the world, know nothing 
of this ſickneſs, yea death of their ſouls. Though 
they have been taught ſomewhat of the doctrine of it, 


1 
1 
14 
| | 
| } 

| 
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yet they know nothing of its power. They know i 
not ſo, as to deal with it as their mortal enemy. 4 
a man whatever he be told, cannot be ſaid to knoy 
that he hath an hectical fever, if he love his life, and 
ſet not himſelf to ſtop its progreſs. 
This then the law doth, it diſcovers this enemy; 
it couvinceth the ſoul that there is ſuch a traitor har. 
bouring in his boſom; © I had not known fin, by 
by the law; for I had not Known luſt, except the lay 
had ſaid, Thou ſhalt not covet.” Rom. vu. 7. I had 
not knows it, that is, fully, clearly, diſtinètly. Con. 
feience will ſomewhat tumultuate about it; but a man 
cannot know it clearly and diſtinctly from hence. | 
gives a man ſuch a fight of it, as the blind man hal 
in the goſpel upon the firſt touch of his eyes, he ſay 


men like trees walking, obſcurely, confuſedly; but 5 
when the law comes, that gives the foul a diſtind M vo 
fight of this Indwelling-ſin. Again, I had not knonn im 
it, that is, the depchs of it, the root, the habitul Ml cee 
inclinat on of my nature to fin, which is here called MW the 
luſt; as it is by James, chap. i. 14. I nad not me 
known it, or not kn it to be fin, but by the lay, 


This then t' w doth, it draws out tius traitor 
from its ſecret lurking places, the intimate recelles ple 
ok the ſoul. A man, when the law comes, is no more he 
ignorant of his enemy; if he will now periſh. by hin, fre 
it is openly and knowingly; he cannot but ſay, ta WW th 
the law warned him of him, diſcovered him umo 
"him, yea, and raiſed a concourſe about him in the 
ſoul, of various affections, as an officer doch, that dil- 
covers a thiei or robber, calling out for aſſiſtance to WM h 
apprehend him. 5 | 


= © Secondly, The law not only diſcovers fin, but dil. © 
covers it to be a very bad 1nmate, dangerous, yea, ſh 

pernicious to the foul, ** Was then that winch 1s = 
good (that is, the law) made death unto me; God for- $ 


bid. But fin, that it might appear ſm, working death 
in me by that which is good, that ſin by the connance f 1 
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ment might become exceeding ſinful.” Rom. vi. 13, 
There are many things in this verſe wherein we 

are not at preſent concerned; that which I only 
aim at, is the manifeſtation of ſin by the law; it ap- 
pears to be ſin: and the manifeſtation of it, in its 
own colours, appears to be exceeding ſinful, The 
law gives the ſoul to know the filth and guilt of this 
Indwelling-ſin, how great they are, how vile it is; 
what an 3 what an enmity to God, how 

hated of him! The ſoul ſhall never more look upon it 
as a ſmall matter, what thoughts ſoever it had of it be- 
fore, whereby it is greatly ſurprized.,  _ 

As a man that finds himſelf ſomewhat diſtemper- 
ed, ſending for a phyſician of ſkill, when he comes, 
requires his judgment of his diſtemper. He, conſider- 
ing his condition, tells him, alas, I am ſorry for 
you, the caſe is far otherwiſe with you than you 
imagine; your diſeaſe is mortal, and it hath pro- 
bl ſo far, preſſing upon your ſpirits, and infecting 
the whole alt of your blood, that I doubt, unleſs 
moſt effectual remedies be uſed, you will live but a 
very ſew hours. 5 of 

Ss is it in this caſe, a man may have ſome trou- 
ble in his mind and conſcience about Indwelling-fin; 
he finds all not well, as it ſhould be with kim, more 
from the effects of ſin, and its continual eruptions, 
than the nature of it, which he hopes to wreltle with- 
al : but now when the laiy comes, that lets the ſoul 
know, that its diſeaſe is deadly and mortal, that it is 
exceeding ſinful, as being the root and cauſe of all 
his alienation froin God; and thus alſo the law pro- 


ceeds againſt bY 


Thirdly, The lav judgeth the perſon, or lets the 
ſinner plainly know what he is to expect upon the 
account of this fin. This is the law's proper work, 
its diſcovering property is but preparative to its judg- 
ing. The law 1s itſelf, when it is in the throne, 


Here it minceth not the matter with ſinners, as we 


N 
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uſe to do one with another, but tells us plainly, Thou 
art the man, in whom this exceeding finful fin doth 


_ dwell, and you moſt anſwer for the guilt of it. And 
this, methinks, if any thing, ſhould rouze up a man 
to ſet himſelf im oppoſition to it, yea, utterly to def. 


troy it. The law lets him know that upon the ac. 
count of this fm, he is obnox1ous to the curſe and 
wrath of the great God againſt him; yea, pronounc. 
eth the ſentence of everlaſting condemnation upon 


him upon that account; abide in this ſtate and pe- 
_ Tiſh, is its language. It leaves not the ſoul without 


this warning in this world, and will leave it without 
excuſe on that account in the world to comm. 

Fourthly, The law ſo follows on its ſentence, that 
it diſquiets and affrights the ſoul, and ſuffers it not to 


enjoy the leaſt reſt or quietneſs in harbouring its ſin- 


ful inmate. Whenever the ſoul hath indulged to its 
commands, made proviſion for it, immediately the 
law flies upon 1t, with the wrath and terror of the 
Lord, makes it quake and tremble; it ſhall have no 
reſt, but 1s like a poor beaſt that hath a deadly arrow 
ſticking in its ſides, that makes it reſtleſs wherever 


it is, and whatever it doth. 


Fiftbly, The law. lays not here, but alſo it ſlays 


the ſoul, Rom. vii. 9. that is, by its conviction of 


the nature, power, and deſert of this Indwelling-ſin, 


it deprives him in whom it is, of all that life of ſelf. 


righteouſneſs and hope which formerly he ſuſtained 


himſelf withal: it leaves him a. poor, dead, helpleſs, 


hopeleſs creature, And all this in the purſuit of 
that oppoſition that it makes againſt this I. May 
we not now expect, that the power of it will be 


quelled, and its ſtrength broken; that it will die 


away before thoſe ſtrokes of the law of God; but 


the truth is, ſuch is its power and ſtrength, that it is 
quite otherwiſe; like him whom the poets feign to 


be born of the earth, when one thought to lla 
him by caſting him on the ground, by every {all 
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he recovered new ſtrength, and was more vigor- 
ous than formerly: ſo is it with all the falls and 
repulſes that are given to Indwelling-ſin by the law. 
For, | . . 1 N Vis It Aa 31011 
PFirſt, It is not conquered. A conquaſt infers two 
things in reſpect of the conquered: Firſt, loſs of do- 
minion; and, Secondly, loſs of ſtrength. | Wherever 
any one is conquered, he is deſpoiled of both theſe. 


He loſeth both his authority and his power. So the 


ſtrong man armed, being prevailed againſt, he is 


bound, and his goods are ſpoiled. But now, nei- 


ther of theſe befalls Indwelling-fin, by the aſſaults 


of the law; it loſeth not one jot of its dominion nor 
ſtrength by all the blows that are given unto it. The 


Jaw cannot do this thing, Rom. viii g. it cannot de- 
prive {in of its power and dominion; tor © he that is 
under the law is alſo under ſin; that is, whatever pow- 
er the law gets upon the conſcience of a man, fo that 


he fear to fin, leſt the ſentence and curſe of it ſhould 


befall, ham, Jt ſin fill reigns and rules in his heart, 
Therefore, ſauh the apoſtle, * Sin ſhall not have do- 


minion over you, for you are not under the law but 


under grace; Rom. vi. 14. intimating plainly, that 
though a perſon be in never ſo much ſubjection to the 
authority of the law, yet that will not exempt and ac- 
quit him from the dominion of fin. Yea, the law by 
all its work upon the- ſoul, inſtead of freeing and ac- 
quitting it from the reign of fin, and bondage unio 
it, doth accidentally greatly increaſe its miſery and 
bondage; as the ſentence of the judge on the bench 


againſt a malefactor adds to his miſery. The ſoul is 


under the dominion of fin, and it may be, abides in 


its wolul condition in much ſecurity; fearing neither 


fin nor judgment. The law ſetting upon him in this 
condition by alb the ways beforementioned, brings him 
into great trouble and perplexity, fear and terror, 


but delivers him not at all. So that it is with the 


foul, as it was with the Iſraelites when Moſes had 
* 8 \ Mz 


— — ———— — * — 
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ſhews at large, Rom. vii. 9-13. 


we ſee that in the moſt, ſuch is the power and preva 
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delivered his meſſage unto Pharoah, they were ſo 


far from getting liberty by it, that their bondage 
was increaſed, © and they found that they were * 


very evil caſe;“ Exod. v. 19. yea and we ſhall ſee, 
that ſin doth like Pharoah; finding its rule diſturbed, 
it grows more outragiouſly oppreſſive, and doubles the 
bondage of their ſouls. This 1s not then the work of 


the law to deſtroy fin, or deprive it of that dominion 
which it hath by nature. 5 1 


Nor doth it by all theſe ſtrokes of the law loſe any 


thing of its ſtrength, It continues both its autho. 
rity and its force; it is neither deſtroyed, nor weak. 
enkel. Yea; 85 | | 


Secondly, It is ſo far from bein conquered, that 
it is only enraged, The whole mn of the law, doth 


only provoke and enrage fin; and cauſe it, as it hath 
opportunity, to put out its ſtrength with more power 


and vigour and force than formerly. This the Apoſile 


But you will ſay, do we not ſee it by experience; 
that many are wrought upon by the preaching of the 


law to a relinquiſhment of many fins, and amendment 
of their lives, and to a great contending againſt 
the eruptions of thoſe other corruptions which they 


cannot yet mortifſy; and it cannot be denied, but 
that great is the power and efficacy of the law; when 
preached and applied to the conſcience in a due man. 


ner: I anſwer, 


Firſt, It is acknowledged, that very great and ef- 
ſectual is the power of the law of God. Great arc 
the effects that are wrought by it; and it ſhall ſurely 


_ accompliſh every end for which of God it is appoint- 


ed, But yet the ſubduing of ſin, is none of its work; 


it is not deligned of God unto that purpoſe; and there. 
fore it is no diſhonour, if it cannot do that which 1s 
not its proper work, Rom. viii. g. 5 


Secondly, Whatever effects it have upon ſome, yet 


do give over his journey ; | 
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lency of ſin, that it takes no impreſſion at all upon 
them. May you not ſee every where men living 
many years im conpregations where the law is power- 


fully preached, and applied unto the conſciences, as 


to all the ends and purpoſes for which the Lord is 
pleaſed to make uſe of it, and not once be moyed by 


it; nor receive any more impreſſion from the ſtrokes 


of it, than blows with a ſtraw would give to an ada- 
mant? They are neither convinced by it, nor terrifi- 
ed, nor awed, nor inſtrutted, but continue deaf, igno- 
rant, ſenſeleſs, ſecure, as if they had never been told 
of the guilt of fin, or terror of the Lord. Such as 
theſe are congregations full of, who proclaim the 
triumphing power of ſin, over the diſpenſation of 
the „%% 1 65 5 5 
Thirdly, When any of the effects mentioned are 
wrought, it is not from the power of the letter of the 
law, but from the actual efficacy of the 1 of 


God, putting forth his virtue and power for that 
end and purpoſe; and we deny not but that the Spi- 


rit of the Lord is able to reſtrain and quell the 


power of luſt, when he pleaſeth: and ſome ways, 


whereby he is pleaſed ſo to do, we have formerly 
conſidered. But, 35 
Fourthly, Notwithſtanding all that may be ob- 
ſerved of the power of the law, upon the ſouls of 
men, yet it is moſt evident, that Juſt is not conquer- 
ed, not ſubdued, nor mortified by it. For, | 
Firſt, Though the courſe of fin may be repelled, 


| for a ſeaſon, by the diſpenſation of the law, yet the 


ſpring and fountain of it, is not dried up thereby. 
Though it withdraws and hides itſelf for a ſeaſon, it 


is, as I have elſewhere ſhewed, but to ſhift out of a 
ſtorm, and then to return again. As a traveller, in 


his way meeting with a violent ſtorm of thunder and 
rain, immediately turns out of his way, to ſome houſe 
or tree tor his ſhelter; but yet, this cauſeth him not 
o ſoon as the ſtorm is over 


N23 
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he returns to his way and progreſs again. So it i; 


fies and hinders them in their way; this turns them 
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with men in bondage unto ſin: they are in a courſe 
of purſuing their luſts; the law meets with them, in 
a ſtorm, of thunder and lightning from heaven, terri. 


tor a ſeaſon, out of their courſe; they will run to 
prayer, or amendment of life, for ſome ſhelter from 
the ſtorm of wrath, which they fear is coming upon 
their conſciences. But is their courſe ſtopped? are 


their principles altered; not at all. So ſoon as the 


ſtorm is over, that they begin to wear out that ſenſe, MW fan 
and the terror that was upon them, they return to ſh: 


their former courle, in the ſervice of {in again. This gre 
. was the ſtate with Pharoah once and again. ne 
Secondly, In ſuch ſeaſons, ſin is not conquered, fin 


but diverted, When it ſeems to fall under the power ©W ftr 


of the law, indeed it is only turned into a new chan- 


nel, it is not dried up, If you go and ſet a dam a- m 
gainſt the ſtreams of a river, that you ſuffer no water by 
to paſs in the old courſe and channel, but it breaks is 
out another way, and turns all its ſtreams in a new of 
courſe, you will not ſay, you have dried up tha ſc 
river; though ſome, that come and look into the old in 
channel, may think perhaps that the waters are ut- ne 
terly gone. So it is in this caſe, The ſtreams of th 
iin, it may be, run in open ſenſuality and profane- 1 
nels; in drunkenneſs and vitiouſneſs; the preaching th 
of the law ſets a dam againſt theſe courſes: con- w 
ſcience is terrified, and the man dares not walk in the al 
ways wherein he hath been formerly engaged ; his tc 
companions in ſin, not finding him in his old ways, h 
begin to laugh at him, as one that is converted, and tl 
growing preciſe; profeſſors theinſelves begin to be b 
perſuaded, that the work of God is upon his heart, fi 
becauſe they ſee his old ſtreams are dried up; but if t 
there have been only a work of the law upon him, W t 
there is a dam put to his courſe, but ihe ſpring of fin ſ 


is not dried up, only the ſtreams of it are turned ano- t 
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ther way. It may be, the man is fallen upon other 
more ſecret, or more ſpiritual ſins; or, if he be beat 
from them alſo, the whole ſtrength of luſt and ſin, 
will take up its reſidence in ſelf-righteouſneſs, and 
pour out, thereby, as filthy ſtreams as in any other 
way whatever. So that, notwithſtanding the whole 


work of the law upon the ſouls of men, Indwelling- 


ſin will keep alive in them ſtill Which is another evi- 
dence of its great power and ſtrength. . 

I ſhall yet touch upon ſome other evidences of the 
ſame truth that I have under conſideration; but I 
ſhall be brief in them: in the next place then, the 
great endeavours of men, ignorant of the Righteouſ. 
neſs of Chriſt, for the ſubduing and wording of 
ſin, which are all fruitleſs, do evidence the great 
ſtrength and power of it. ONES 
Men who have no ſtrength againſt ſin, may yet be 
made ſenſible of the ſtrength Þ ſin. The way where- 
by for the moſt part, they come to that knowledge, 
is by ſome previous ſenſe that they have of the guilt 
of ſin. This men have by the light of their con- 
ſciences; they cannot avoid it. This is not a thing 
in their choice; whether they will or no, they can- 
not but know fin to be evil, and that ſuch an evil, 


that renders them obnox1ous to the judgment of God. 


This galls the minds and conſciences of ſome fo far, 
that they are kept in awe, and dare not ſin as they 
would. Being awed with a ſenſe of the guilt of ſin, 
and the terror of the Lord, men begin to endeavour 
to abſtain from fin, at leaſt from ſuch ſins, as they 
have been moſt terrified about. While they have 


this deſign in hand, the ſtrength and power of ſin 


begins to diſcover itſelf unto them; they begin to 
find, that there is ſomething in them, that is not in 


their own power; for, notwithſtanding their reſolu- 
tions and purpoſes, they ſin ſtill; and that ſo, or in 


ſuch a manner, as that their conſciences inform them, 
that they muſt therefore periſh eternally, This puts 
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them on ſelf-endeavours to ſuppreſs the eruption of 
ſin, becauſe they cannot be quiet, unleſs ſo they do; 
nor have any reſt ar peace within. Now being igno- 
rant of that only way whereby ſin is to be mortified, 
that 1s, by the Spirit of Chriſt, they fix on many 
ways, in their own ſtrength, to ſuppreſs it, if not to 
flay it; as being ignorant of that only way whereby 
conſciences, burthened with the guilt of fin, may be 


Ppacified; that is, by the blood of Chriſt; they en- 


deavour, by many other ways, to accompliſh that end 
in vain; for no man, by any ſelf.endeavours, can ob- 
| tain peace with God. Some of the ways, whereby 
they endeavour to ſuppreſs the power of fin, which 
caſts them into an unquiet condition, and their inſuf. 
ciency for that end, we muſt look into. 9 
Firſt, They will promiſe and bind themſelves by 
vows, from thoſe things which they have been moſt 
liable unto, and ſo have been moſt perplexed withal, 
The Pſalmiſt ſhews this to be one great engine where- 
by falſe and hypocritical perſons do endeavour to ex- 
tricate and deliver themſelves out of trouble and per- 
plexity; they make promiſes to God, which he calls, 
„ flattering him with the lips,” Pſal. Ixxvin. g6. So it 
is in this caſe. Being freſh galled with the guilt of any 
lin, that by the power of their temptations, they, it 
may be, have frequently been overtaken in, they vow 
and promiſe, that, at leaſt for ſome ſuch ſpace of time 
as they will limit, they will not commit that fin again; 
and this courſe of proceeding 1s preſcribed unto them, 
by ſome who pretend to direct their conſciences in 
this duty. en nes by theſe, now makes them watch 
over themſelves, as to the outward act of the fin that 
they are galled with; and ſo it hath one of theſe two 
eſſects, for either they do abſtain from it for the time 
they had prefixed, or they do not; if they do not, as 
ſeldom they do, eſpecially if it be a ſin that hath a 


peculiar root in their nature and conſtitution, and is 


improved by cuſtom into an habit, if any ſuitable 
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temptation be preſented unto them; their ſin is in- 
creaſed, and therewith their terror, and they are wo- 
fully diſcouraged in making any oppoſition to ſin; 

and therefore, for the moſt part, after one or (Wo 
vain attempts, or more, it may be, knowing no other 
way to mortify fin, but this of vowing againſt it; 
and keeping of that vow in their own ſtrength, they 
give over all conteſts, and become wholly the ſervants 
of fin, being bounded only by outward conſidera- 

tions, without any ſerious endeavours for a recovery. 
Or, Secondly, Suppoſe that they have ſucceſs in their 


reſolutions, and do abſtain from actual ſins, their ap- 


pointed ſeaſon; commonly one of thefe two things 
enſue; either they think they have well diſcharged 
their duty, and ſo may a little now, at leaſt for a 
ſeaſon, indulge to their corruptions and luſts, and ſo 
are entangled again in the ſame ſnares of fin as for- 
merly : or elſe, they reckon that their vow and pro- 
miſe hath preſerved them, and ſo ſacrifice to their 
own net and drag; ſetting up a righteouſneſs of their 
own, againſt the grace of God; which is fo far from 
weakening Indwelling-ſin, that it ſtrengthens it, in 
the root and principle, that it may hereafter reign in 
the ſoul in ſecurity. Or, at the moſt, the beſt ſucceſs 
that can be imagined unto this way of dealing with 
lin, is but the reſtraining of ſome outward erup- 
tions of it, which tends nothing to the weakening of 
its power; and therefore, ſuch perſons by all their 
endeavours, are very far from being freed from the 
inward toiling, burning, diſquieting, perplexing pow- 
er of ſin. And this is the ſtate of moſt men that are 
kept in bondage under the power of conviction; hell, 


death, and the wrath of God, are continually pre- 


ſented unto their conſciences; this makes them la- 


bour with all their ſtrength againſt that ſin which 
moſt enrageth their conſciences, and moſt increaſeth 


their fears; that is the actual eruption of it; fer. 
tor the moſt part, while they are freed from that, they 
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are ſafe; though in the mean time, ſin lies tumultua: 
ting in and defiling of the heart continually. As with 
running ſores; outward repelling medicines may ſkin 
them over, and hinder their corruption from comin 
forth; but the iſſue of them is, that they cauſe them 
to feſter inwardly, and fo prove, though it may be not 
ſo noiſome and offenſive as they were before, yet far 
more dangerous. So is it with this repelling of the 
power of corruption, by men's vows, and promiſes 


againſt it; external eruptions are, it may be, reſtrained | 


for a ſeaſon; but the inward root and principle is not 
weakened in the leaſt. And moſt commonly this is the 
iſlue of this way; that fin having gotten more ſtrength, 
and being enraged by its reſtraint, breaks all its bounds, 
and capuvates the ſoul unto all filthy abominations; 
which is the principle, as was before obſerved, of 
moſt of the the viſible apoſtaſies which we have in the 
world, 2 Pet. ii. 19, 20, | „ 
The Holy Ghoſt compares ſinners, becauſe of 

the odious, dne poiſonous nature of this Indwel- 
Iing-{in, unto lions, bears and aſps, Iſa. xi. 6—9. 
Now this 1s the excellency of goſpel-grace, that it 
changes the nature and inward principles of theſe 
otherwile, paſſionate untamed beaſts; making the wolt 
as the kid, the hon as the lamb, and the bear as the cow. 
When this is effected, they may ſafely be truſted 
in; a little child may lead them: but theſe ſelf-en- 
deavours do not at all change the nature, but reſtrain 
their outward violence: he that takes a lion, or a 
wolf, and ſhuts him up from ravening, whilſt yet his 
inward violence remains, may well expett that at 
one time or other they will break their bonds and fall 
to their former way's of rapine and violence, How- 
ever, ſhutting them up, doth not, as we ſee, change 
their natures, but only reſtrain, their rage from doing 
open ſpoil. So it is in this caſe; it is grace alone 
that changeth the heart, and takes away that poiſon 
and fierceneſs that is in them by nature; mens ſell- 
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endeavours do but coerce them as to ſome outward 
eruptions. | | | | 8 f 
Secondly, Beyond bare yows and promiſes, with 
ſome watchfulneſs to obſerve them in a rational uſe of 
ordinary means, men have put, and ſome do. yet 


put themſelves on extraordinary ways of mortifying | 


wiſdom and religion in the papacy; their hours of 

prayer, faſtings, their immuring and cloyſtering them- 

ſelves, their pilgrimages, penances, and ſelf-torturing 
+ I diſcipline, ſpring all from this root. I ſhall not ſpeak 
e Jof the innumerable evils that have attended theſe ſelf- 
| MW invented ways of mortification, and how they all of 
them have been turned into means, occaſions, and 
advantages of ſinning; nor of the horrible hypocriſy 
which evidently cleaves unto the moſt of their ob- 
ſervers; nor of that ſuperſtition which gives life to 
them all, being a thing riveted in the natures of ſome, 
t and their conſtitutions, fixed on others by inverate 
|. prejudices; and the ſame by others taken up for ſe- 
cular advantages; but I will ſuppoſe the beſt that can 
5 be made of it, and 1t will be found to be a ſelf. invented 
e delign of men ignorant of the righteouſneſs of God, 
t  togive a check to this power of Indwelling-ſin whereof 
+, Je ſpeak. And it is almoſt incredible, what fearful 
Fl ſelf-macerations and horrible erp this deſign 
* hath carried men out unto. And un oubtedly their 
a ind zeal and ſuperſtition will rife in judgment, and 


| 
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in. This is the foundation of all that hath a ſhew of 
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a I condemn the horrible ſloth and negligence of the moſt 


is Jof them to whom the Lord hath granted the ſavin 
at MW light of the goſpel. But what is the end of theſe 


1 things? The apoſtle in brief gives us an account; 
ar 90 They attain not the righteouſneſs aimed at, 
ge Rom. ix. 31, 32; they come not up unto a confor- 
ng mity to the law; fin is not mortified; no, nor the 
Bo power of it weakened; but what it loſeth in ſenſual, 
50 in carnal pleaſures, it takes up, with great advantage, 


l. in blindneſs, darkneſs, ſuperſtition, ſelf-righteouſnels, 
and ſoul- pride, contempt of the goſpel, and the righte- 
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ouſneſs of it, and reigns no leſs than in the moſt pro- 


fligate ſinners in the world. 
Laſtly, The ſtrength, efficacy and power of this law 

ok ſin, may be farther evidenced from its life and in- 

being in the ſoul, notwithſtanding the wound that is 


given unto it, in the firſt converſion of the ſoul to 
God; and the continual oppoſition that is made unto 
it by grace. But this is the ſubje& and deſign of ano. 


ther endeavour. 


It may now be expected, that we ſhould here add 
the ſpecial uſes of all this diſcovery that hath been 
made of the power, deceit, prevalency and ſucceſs, of 


this great adverſary of our ſouls. But as for what 
concerns that humility, ſelt-abaſement, watchtulneſs, 
diligence, and application unto the Lord Chriſt 
for relief, which will become thoſe who find in 

_ themſelves by experience the power of this law of ſin, 
have been occaſionally mentioned and inculcated 
through the whole preceding diſcourſe; ſo for what 
concerns the actual mortification of. it, I ſhall only 


recommend unto the reader, for his direction, another 


ſmall treatiſe written long ſince unto that purpole, 
which I ſuppoſe he may do well to conſider together 


with this, it he find theſe things to be lus concernment, 


To the only wiſe God our Saviour, be glory and 
majeſty, dominion and power, both now and 
ever,. Amen. boy 
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